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a P. rceeding would not be J ustifiahie ini tbio eyes of the world lie
miust wa.it and restraiii his just ind-igination and desire for
revengye until -'e can in some weay prove the guilt of the
miudcrer. 7 Iow to accecmplish thiî upun the evidence of t>he
ghost, alone is a difficulty %.ybich would render its; performance
impossihle for anyone but Hamilet. But he proves himself
quite equal even to this ta-4z ; and bis acti~ons for the accomplisli-
ment of it are the outcomne of the musingrs of a mind which
bias AMH ib, fétculties unirnpaired, an~d not of thuse of a nuin-d,
wbose judgînent is dethroned.

Perliaps ini no -.-espect have we the true character of Hamiet
hroughlt, before our mninds more clearly tliaa in bis soliloquies.
H1e Qseizes the favorable opportunity presented by each moment
of seclusion to ponider oe'er the enor'nitv of the crime whichi lias
beeii perpetrated, and to devise a means by which lie can pr-ove
the guilt of the perpetrator and bring hini to Justice. In his
first soliloquy wve have brought before us the retiections of a
nr,ble and exalted mind. In these reflections the thoughlt, a>
first presents itself to bis niid of ending bis3 misery by coin-
mitting suicide. But hie irnmediately dismîsses this itbougbt
upon the reflection that " God lias fixed his canor agrainsb self-
slaugrhter" and that the luiseries of a nevei ending eternity
awaits hiin.

In bis reilections just before lus interview -%ith Ophielia bis
thougbts agair w'ander above the thingrs of this world to "'tlîat
Undisco-- -red cou ntry froin who,;e boumn no traveller returns,"
and by these reflections lie is again dissuaded from endin«t bis
misery by self-slaughter.

It is verv interestingr to notice the miamner in which lie acts
towards bis mother on ail occasions. Wlien the ghost bas m)ade
its horrible disclosure to hini it directs hini as to howv lie shall
act, toward his nuotiier in revengring the foui deed: But however
thou pursilest this act, taint not thy îîmin1, nor ]et tby sout
contrive agains> th.y inotiier augblt."

This commnand Hainlet virtùally obeys as far as lus outward
actions are concemned. But he makes the inost of the means at
bis disposaI; and lie paints the queen's character and shaineful
conduci> so vividly and inîpressively before ber that hem mind,
hardened as it is by sin, completely gives way bfore the onset
of disgrust and ancrer.

Ail the otiier cliaracters of the play seem to have comnbired
ail their rsources in attenipting to ascertain tie cause of Hauilet's
strange w3tions. It is while carrying one of tiiese sehienes
into execution that Polonlus nieets with bis untimely end.
This ac> on the part of Hanîlet, does not prove that be is rnad.
He is engaged in private conversation witli bis riiotiier wben al
at once lie becomes conscious of the presence of soineone behind
tbe arras, who is there for the purpose of betrayingy bis conver3a-


