
THE' A CADIA A TIIENEU3.

It is said that, a mnan's powver is measured by bis ideas multi-
plied by his personality. A inan înay have saine great ideas and
not be a great marn. But, in the larg-est sense, it secins ta have
been held since M ilton's day, that he who wauld write a great
pocin musttrtbagrapo. Now, Tennyson, in bis writing
gives the impression of strength. Seeley thinks that Paradise
Lost, great as it is, gives no measure of Milton's powers, that the
Puritan poet could bave made soinethîngr far greater. In like
manrier wve nevcr feel that Tennyson~ is exerting ail his strength
ar that he is unequal ta his tas1c. Dis descriptione. af variaus.
lands and cines, whetber of the

86$1iscay, roughly riding eastward,"1
or the brillîancy of the orient, ý « h lw

And glories of the broaci belt of the wvorld,"
or

"The dewy meuilowy morning-breath of England."
are aiways the strakes of the master hand, a simple touch of
wbich is enougb. The beig.,hts af buman joy and the dept-hs of
human sorraov are portrayed withi equal facility; the poet's life is
evidently far beyond ail these experiences. Ris muui;d enV-races
Sa mucli of humnan nature that no one feels hirnseif a stranger
w'hen hie cornes witb a hungrry b&r ta this great prophet. If fie
is nat myriad-minded, like Shakespeare, hiý; sou£ bas, it wouid
seem, been pierced with a sword Lthat the thaughbts af many hearts
migbt be reveahed. Hie desires ta bave a life truiy human. Hie
seeks v) llcuid the strengtli af man with the spiritual sensitiveness
af wonnan. This, idea ý%vichel is fu!Iy rcalized only in Christ, wba
i-s buman nature in its follncss and not mnerely a inai, is wrought
out in the Princess, is evident ini In Memnoriain, and in the Idylisa
af the King. In bis view "'mani must realize a wiamnly manli-
ness and waman a wanly womanliries.s." Embodying so much of
life in bis awn personalityv and charged with sa direct a message
ta men lie seems ta say, as we read -bis pocins, « I arn came that
ye may have life." t

TUhe power of this personality is revealed in ail lus work. ie,
is extolicd for Il'bis sense af music, bis delicate car for the subti e
cadences of harnonious rhythm and melodiaus wards and bis
obedience ta that law that 'the sound sbauld be an echa ta the
sense." But compare, for example:

"The rnoar of doves ini iminmrial elnis
The .iurnxur of innuuverable bees-"'

witb Pope's £aultily faultless couplets or with Dryden'., long-
resounding Iin2-, and yau feel the saine kind of difference that
separates the nest buiît by the bird itself framn the tiny house the
kindhearted boy pravides for iLs home. The anc is nature; the


