100 Comfortable Words for Bereaved Parents.

It is published in compliance v ith the importunate and continued urgensy
of some esteemed friends, in the hope that it may be useful to his ¢ com~
panions® in this species of ¢ tribulation,” the bitterness of which is known
ouly to hearts which have felt it ; and 1s humbly oftered to Him whois at once
The Monitor and The Comiorter, with a fervent prayer that he would employ
it as a vehicle for communicating Ais instructions and consolations to such
mourners, and thus make it iadeed ¢ good and comnfortable woids.”

The text from which the ¢ words > are spoken is Jeremiah xxxi. 15-17:

¢ Thus saith the Lord, A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, ead bitter
weeping : Rachel weeping for her children, refused to be comforted for her
children, because they swere not.  Thus saith the Lord, Refrain thy voice fiom
weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the
Lord ; and they shall come again from the land of the cuemy. And there iy
hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that ¢&y children shall come again to their
owa border.” .

In the Introduction Dr. B. treats us with a specimen of exposition, of
which he is such a master, and vindicates the principle of accommodalting
(within certain limits) passages of Seripture as subjects of discourse. The
sequel is divided into three Parts, The Firstis entitled # The death of Infant
Children the cause of deep sorrow :? the Secomd ¢ Consolations for those be-
reaved of liitle Children:” and the Third ¢« Proper eftect of these Consola-
tions.” There is also subjoined an Appendix, censisting of some appropriate
and touching extracts from the celebrated biblical annotator Bengel, and our
Jate venerable Professor Dr. Lawson, of Selkirk, both of whom seem to have
been characterized by a singular tenderness and wannth of senciified aflection.

‘We must not omit, even in this hasty notice, to say that the book abounds
in instruction as well as consolation, and, in particular, that while it chiefiy
aims at soothing the sorrows of Christian parents over their departed children,
it admirably turas to account the favorabie opportunity of directing and stima-
lating them in reference to their duties toward such as may be still spared.
We have room for only the following extract :—

<« Few afllictions are more fitled 1o promote our spiritcal improvement,
than the loss of children; and it has been justly remarked, that no means of
rial is more common, no instrument of spiritual good more fregquently wielded
by our heavenly Father, than this. It teaches ns the danger of secking our
supreme happiness in any object but Gold. Tt is easy to see how wicked it is
10 seck happiness in forbidden indulgences, in criminal pursuits. It is not
difficult i0 see how foolish it is to look 1o wordly weaith or henours or pleasures,
as the principal source of happines, their nature and their uncertainty equally
uniitting them for this purpose.  But to love enr children is natuml, 1= datiful.
Tiey are the fit objects of a very ardent afiection, and we know they can
commanicate a very purc and exquisite happiness.  Tlor these very reasons,
we are in the greater danger of placinye them in the room of Him who gave
them to us.  This takes place in & degree that parents are ofien uncounscions
of, till; wien deprived of them, they seem as if deprived of ally and the con-
clusion 15 foreed on them—We have maie them our rods, fer when they are
takent from us, what have we more?  The dispensaiion is intended 10 mako
us feel how hazardous, as well as sinful it is, 1o pince any creaied being in
the place of God ; nad if it serve its purpose, in leading us to concentraie our
allections on the unchangeable, undying, all-cxcelient One, temporary suifer-
ing will lead 1o permanent satisfuction, < peace, and security for ever.” 2

We knew the delightful child whose uatimely death, as it might s



