
Thelu ('il of the 8u!ilw.

liea-ds wvere pileci Ili-I as the w~all,
was callec i te 1'Place of HeaCIS
A dleep liole iii the grouind necar l)v
bears the siguîificant naine of de Thle
Wý,ehl of Bloodl." There wvas also a
wvall buit ly htunian boues raised
as ighI as the wall of the fortress.
r1hIese gyriru l'ortific-atioîîs bring
v-ividlv before our ininds the final
conflict l)etveei1 the Crescent and
the Cross for the possession of
iByzantium.

TIhroudgh more thaîî a thousaiîd
years,le says Professor Grosvenor,
"these wvalls %vere wvatclied with
scrupuilous and unreniiitting care.
Non' they are veneral)le ruins, sub-
lime and awful in their uitter desola-
tion and decay. Throughiout their
entire lengthi lies the wvhite Elle of
Justinian's once well-pdaved Tri-
umphal WTay. At its si'Ie sprea-ds
to the west the continuons cerne-
tery, sombre with its thousands of
mournful cypresses an d plane-trees.
Nowhiere in the world is tliere a
promenade so pathetie, so drearv.
s0 snpreinely saci, as this imperial
broken highlw'ay, wvhichi reaclies on
mile -after mile between ruins and a
cemnetery. Eveni the dust that stifles
iii the hot winds of summner, and
mixes iii deep, muddy sloughIs al
the w-inter throug I, is the dust of
the dead. And yet the beautv, of
the scene, in the suilshine and amid
the burstingr life of spring. behield
thronghl the transparent air. and
under a sky of lonian bline. is equal
to ifs alistere magnificence."

A chaptcr of weird iilterest is de-
voted to thie mysteries -and miassa-
c~res of the Seraglio-*' 13eauty and
anguiishi %valking liaud in band the
dow'nward slope to death.

Thle historie associations of this
ancien t palace and trea-ýsuire-house
are thus described:

"AU is at first silence and shadle:
enîptv desohate courts. where grrass
is -rowing betw'cen (isused 'flair-
stoîîes, overshadowved I1w great
trees centuries old, coîîteînporaries

of the inigîitv- Sultans of othier
dlays :black cyprcsses, as Iofty as
towers, plane-trees whichi hiave as-
sumcnd wcirl formns, -ai! distortcd as
thev are with agre are still ilupheldý
nierelv. b%- litge fragments of bark.
and stoop forward lik-e old mien.

dihMen corne the galleries :col-
onnadles in thc antique lurkish
style ; the verandas, stili retaining
tlieir quaint frescoes, in whichi the
Sultan cleigned to reccive the ain-
bassadors of Europe. Tfhis spot,
fortunaitely, is not open to profane
visitors, it is not yet haunted by
idie tourists, and behind its loft^V
walls it retains a mysterious peace.
It is stili stanmped with the îrnpress
of by«one c-bries.

diCrossing the first courts we
leave on the riglit imipenetrably-
closed gardens, fromi which ernerge
uniongst groves of cypress, ancient
kiosks, wtith closed windows, the
residences of imperial widows, of
aged princesses, who are to end
thieir days in a secluded retreat on
one of the miost beautiful sites iii
the wvhole %N.orld.

"CAil round about uis are ancient
white buildings, whichi contain ail
the rarest, the riîost valuable treas-
tires of Tulrkev-first. the kiosic.
closed even to thie faithful, ia which
the mnantde of thec prophet is pre-
serve1 iii a case studded -%Nithi pre-
cionls stonles :thenl the kiosk of
Bagdad, Iinied with Persian porce-
lains . now of 1)riceless value ;theln
the JImperial treasury. also of
glcainng w'hiteness, w'it1î arated
WindIows like those of a prison, the
iron gates of whichi will presenltlv
be opened to allow lne to enter.

"iNo cave of Ali Baba ever coli-
taincd suclb riches !For eighit
centuri es mnatchless precionls ston es
and priceless marvels of art bave
been hoardcd ilp hiere. Here are
wceapons of everv period. from th-at
of Yenghlis Khan to that of \o
hainîued. w~eapouis of silver and
w~eaponls of gol(1. lo-adeci witî p)re-
cions stonles :collections- of golden


