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Cominons inzidequately rpadbeclLuse
0-give ui> to the acquisition of weaIlth the

time w'hichi 1 oughit to have spent in the
acquisition of political knowvIedge."

There -vas now a vacancy iin the
representation of Cambridge. Faw~-
cett became a candidate. 'The Coni-
servatives opposed hini as a Radi-
cal, and they wcre sliocked thiat hie
-w-as ivilling to admit Dissenters ta
f ellowship ! The contest cost six
lhundred pouinds, and F awcett wvas
defeatcd.

A vacancy occurred soon after at
Briglhton. Again, *Fawcett becamne
a candidate. TIhe contest, " in
whNichl rotten eggçs and Brighlton
pebbles played their part, wvas bte
in the extreme. Faw'cett w7as op-
posed l)ecause lie was poor, and
w'ould flot, as well as could flot,
spend money on the election; lie had
favoured co-operation, and xvas
therefore said to be " plotting flic
ruin of the tradesmanii," and w'orst
of ail, and above ail other objec-
tions, lie wvas blind. For the third
tinie lie wvas (lefeated.

To any otiier mian but Henry
Fawcett, tlue case muust have see
utterlv hopeless. "Not so to hlmn,
wliho hiad made up his mind whien a
boy that lie would somne timie centei
the House of Cominons. He tried
a fourth tinie for Brighton, aiid wvas
electeci. Xýt thirtv-two Fawcett liad
beconie a nienuber of Parliamient.

Wliat miust have been luis feelings
as lie sat in his seat for the first
time! 1-o thus writes to, lis father:

"I ]hwLe just retnirned froni nîy iFrst
exporienco of the flouse of Crinmons. I
wvent there early iii the monnand
soon founid that 1 shiotld have no diffi-
culty i.- fiuuding nuy way about. 1 walkcd
in ivitlC Tom Hughies, about four minute--
to tLwo, aind a iost convenient scat, close
to the door, ivas at once, as it wvore, con-
coed to inie; aud I have no dIoubt that
it ivili always bc considered iny seat.
Every one wvas niost k-ind, and I was c:uite
overwhieliiie with congratulations."

Fa',.wcett showed luis grood senise
by reniainiiîg conîparatively quiet

in the 1-fouse of Commons for soie
ionths. H-is first set speech uvas
on Mardi 13, 1806, on the Reforni
Bill1 for the extension of tie fran-
chise.

Tihe Conservatives coîîteiîded
tlîat tie conion people did iîot de-
sire the righlt to vote. Ftawvcett
spokze earnestly on behiaif of the
wvorking classes. H-e urged that
the great questions of the future
were those affecting labour and
capital, and tiose miost deeply con-
cernied hiad a righit to help ruak-e
tic laws.

Faw~cett*s second speech, made
the follow'ing month, wvas upon the
opening of fellowships to Dissent-
ecrs. At Oxford University,
strangye as it mav seen-u in this niine-
teenth century o! freedoni of speech
and belief, a DiÉsenter could not
take a degrree. At Camîbridge a
Dissenter could hold a scholarship,
but not the higher reward of a fel-
lowship. M\any fellowsliips in both
universities could be lield only on
condition of taking orders in the
Church of E ngland.

Flaw cett argcued that every reli-
gious test -%vicei excluded any sect
f rom the universities should be
al)olîsIied. He feit that the fellow-
ships should be given to the nmost
distinguislied men. Fawcett la-
lioured in support of tic Uix -ersity
Tests Abolition Bill1, tili, after being
twice rejected by the I-buse of
Lords, in 1869 ~.id 1870, it wvas
passed in 1871 by lioth COMoiis
and Lords. Clerical fellowsliips
ivere abolLiuied in 1877.

FaNwcett (lesire(l especially to sc
the children of agricultural labour-
ers as wvell provided for intellectu-
allv as those in nuanufacturing dis-
tricts. Botli in Parlianuent and in
the -press lie xvas constantly asking
for botter educatiou, more conifort-
able homes. higylier wvages, and hap-
pier lives for the labourers.

&Many yerirs of Miy life," hoe said,
&"4Nore 1)asiod on a largo farm . It is a
fact that tho vast inajority of agricultura1
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