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Of 8ending this matter down to Presbyteries
who might, poseibly, decide t0 deprive thein
Of the rnght to use hymn bDnl.-P altogether.
And lie thought the inconvenience cf uiiîg
a variety of hymo books had been exagger-0
ated. WVouid it flot be better, in view of so
mucli pressing businecs before the Assem-
biy, to leave this matter alone fur the pres
ent. Hle therefore moved, seconded by Mr.
Croil "that the overtures be disuuisz-ed."

THE DEBATE.

There were now three distinct motions
bfore the bouse: <1) to, take immediate
action in the direction of the overturts: (2)
to remit the irbole question to Presbyteries
and Sessions: (3) to, allow things to remain
in statu quo. The best part of two days
was occupied in the discussion, a very 1ar,? e
number of the niembers,-Elders as ivell
Ministers,-tsking part in it. It w-as in-
deed the debate of the Assembly, and
e-licitiA no small diFplay of learaing and
eloquence.

Dr. Romi; led the opposition. But before
he had the opportunity of deiivering bis
opening speechi, it bad coine to be a fore-
goue conclusion Iluat the advocates of the
hymnn book constituted an overwheining
nisjarity. Be neve-rthielet-s w-ent into the
discussion ivitlî bis w-onted cutluusiac-ni aud
even ekcquence. Hle w-ns supporte 1 at great
length by Mr Audrewv Wilson,(insoh
Mr. Janie s Thoinpson, of Wiet-t River, N.S,
and Mr John Charlton, M 1P., of Lvuedcch,
MesErs- D. J. Macdonnell, Tlîoinas Selige-
wick, A. MoL. Sinclair, J. A F. McBain,
IL. Campbell, Montreal, D. McCrae, and
Eiders À.. J . McKenzie, W. Adamesou, J.
B. FairInirui, and others, exprce-:sed themi-
eelves in lavour of Mr. Laing's motion-

leînitting the matter to a Commxiftcc with in-
structions te preparc a deliferance wrhich.mnay gire
effect te the Prz-Lerof the overtures in theirgeucral
tenor.

At the close of flua rery long debate, the
folow-ing Cotmîuittee w-as appoînted Io pre-
pare a hyuin-booh- to, ho sent down to Pres-
b-eteries for their approval ;-Dr .icnkir.s
and Dr. Gregg, joint conveners: Dr. Jameii,
Professor Mowat, Revds. D. McCrae, J. S
Black, D J. Macdonnell, John Thoanpson,
(Ayr>, R. Niurray, aud Mr. W. B. McMur
rich. Dr. Robb ar.d several other inenibere
entered their dissent.

COMPLIMENTARY EXCURSION.

Many of the meoebers of the Assemb'y
availed therneelves of an invitatioz kindly
extended b ythe Toung men of Knox Church
(Rev. Dr. J aies), Io eDjc>y a sail on the
.Bay. Excellent arrangements ha3 been
imade for this entertainnient, which were

hpIycar ried out. The fine steamer
«IPic rtur" was chartered for the oc-

cation, and althougli ber "9sea going "
qualities were init 10severely tested,-the
water being as smoo.hi ati a miii- piLd,-we
hiad that feeling of perîect confidence in the
vesEel and ifsj tffictra and crew which tend-
cd to remove the uA:kgivings w-hidi Pome-
Vinmes attend crovidd exoturtioLs. Ai
went merrily as a niarriage bell ; and as
%ve inoed over the glasi.y sea, the ioud re-
frain of"1 psairms and hymu8 and spiritual
songs" w>k-e up the ectioee of Burlington
Bay, Ifaving no doubt that Ps yet, at ail
events, the Gen rai Assembly had not in-
terposed its authority against the use of
<uuinspired hymns.'-

SA BBATH.
It w-ai a relief to have one 'vhole day in

the seven -et apart for the public and pri-
vate exercises or God's w-orship, by a boly
rerting, ail thatday, even froni such w-orldiy
einiploynriut. and reorcations as are law-ful
o u ot ;t, dprys. In accordance w-ith its in-
variable cnistc'm, the General Assemnbly
made c-peci&l provision only for the supply
of the pulpits iin the church, which for
ilie tinue licins, it cla-iui4 to bave tla pror-
priptr it." Âccore-iugly, the Rev. D)r.

Men ior. 11d lfax, and the Rev. Patrick
M<rFarlan MuLeod, of Knox Chu: ch, Strat-
fôrd. w-ere app~iuted to conduct the services
in the Central Cliurch. At the eame lime,
hy private arrangemiEnts, tbe pulpils of
ino.Ft of the other ch urches ivore occupied
by mienaliers of the AsFeîîîbly. Principals
Grant, and MacVicar rr-spteciv.elt, preacbed
in the MeNab St. Cliurch. In St. Paul's,
Dr. Grant and Rev. D J. Macdonne]l.
Knox Chuiireli w-as su pflied by Re-v. Thonmas
Duncan aud Dr. M,%ac Vicar, «Lnd St. John's
1-y Dr. Bain, of Perth, and Mr. Burton, of
bielleville. The Moderator, Dr. Topp, ex-
Moderator, and the Clerks of Assernbiy lad
'caLe provided for them on the platforni of
the Centrai Church, %vhere w-e mai' be per-
initted to say, the services nt both diets
ivere of a highly interestiug and instructive
character; and so, doubtietrs they w-ere in
ai t'he churchea. And in ail] the churchea
there w-ere sprcial services durirg the afier-
noon for the benefit of the cbuldren of bhe
Sabhath Schools which w-ere highly ap-
preciatedl by the ju-Venile iuembers or the
Church. A number of the ministi-rs algn at-
tended tbe service held in ile roonis o'hhe
Young Men"e Christian Aisociation at a
late hour in the eveninz, w-hen stirring ad-
dresses were given by Rev. J. W. Mitrh ell,
of Mitchell, and Mr. 'Wallace, of Toronto.
It w-as a day bo be remenibered by the
people of Hamnilton and their ggeets, and


