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of gending this matter down to Presbyteries
who might, possibly, decide {o deprive them
of the right to use hymn books altogether.
And he thought the inconvenience of nsing
a variety of hymo books had been exazger-
ated. Would it not be better, in view of o
much pressing busine.s before the Assem-
bly, to leave this matter alune fur the pres

ent. He therefore moved, seconded by Mr.
Croil : “that the overtures be dismissed.”

THE DEBATE.

There were now three distinct moticns
bfore the house: (1) fo take immediate
action in the direction of the overtures: (2)
to remit the whole question to Presbyteries
and Sessions: (3) to allow things to remain
in statu quo. The best part of two days
was occupied in the discussion, a very larpe
pumber of the members,—Elders as well
Mioisters,—tsking part in it. It was in-
deed the debste of the Assembly, and
elicind no small display of learaing and
eloquence.

Dr. Rosu led the opposition. But before
he bad the opportunity of delivering his
opening speech, it had come to be a fore-
goze conclusion that the advocates of the
bymp book counstituted an overwhelming
msjorily. He nevertheless went into the
discuesion with his wonted enthusiaem aud
even elcquence. He was supporte! at great
length by Mr Aundrew Wilson, (Kingston),
Mr. James Thompson, of West River, N.5S ,
and Mr Jobn Charlton, M P, of Lynedcch,
Messrs. D. J. Macdognell, Thomas Selge-
wick, A. McL. Sinclair, J. A F. McBaip,
R. Campbell, Montreat, D. McCrae, and
Elders A. J. McKenzie, W. Adamson, J.
B. Fairbairn, and others, expressed them-
selves in favour of Mr. Laing’s motion—

Remitting tho matter to a Commiitee with in-
structions to prepare a deliverance which wmay give
33':;:: to the prayerof the overtures in their general

At the close of this very long debate, the
following Commiittee was appointed to pre-
pare a hymo-book to be sent down to Pres-

vteries for their approval;—Dr Jenkics
and Dr. Gregg, joint conveners: Dr. James,
Professor Mowat, Revds. D. 8cCrae, J. S
Black, D J. Macdonaell, John Thompson,
(Ayn, R. Murray, aud Mr. W. B. McMur
rich. Dr. Robb ard several other members
entered their dissent.

COMPLIMENTARY EXCURSION.

Many of the members of the Assemb'y
availed themselves of an inviiatioa hindly
extended by the young men of Kuox Church
(Res. Dr. James’), t0 enjoy & sail oo the
Bay. Excellent arrangements had been
made for this entertainment, which were

happily carried out. The fine steamer
« I?rince Arthur” was chartered for the oc-
casion, and although Ler ¢“sea going”
qualities were not severely tested,—the
water being as smoo.h as & mill- poud,—we
had that feeling of perfect confidence in the
veseel and its officers and erew which tend-
ed to remove the misgivings which son,e-
tmes attend crowded excursions. All
went merrily as a marriage bell; and as
we mosed over the glusey sea, the loud re-
frain of ¢ psalms aod bymus and spiritual
gongs” woke up the echoes of Burlington
Bay, leaving no doubt that es yet, at all
events, the Gencral Assembly had not in-
terposed its authority against the use of
“uninepired hymns.”

SABBATH.

It wa$ arelief to have one whole day in
the seven ret apart for the public and pri-
vate exercises of God’s worship, by a holy
resting all thatday, even from such worldly
emplovments and recrcations as sre lawful
on other days. In accordance with its in-
variable custem, the General Assembly
made epecial provision only for the supply
of the pulpits in the church, which for
the time being, it cla‘ms to bave “a pro-
priety in.” Accordingly, the Rev. Dr.
Mc¢Knight, of Halifax, and the Rev. Patrick
McFarlan McLeod, of Knox Church, Strat-
ford. were appointed to conduct the services
in the Central Church. At the same time,
by private arrangements, the pulpits of
most of the other churches were occupied
by members of the Assembly. Principals
Grant and MacVicar respectively preached
in the McNab St. Church. In S: Paul’s,
Dr. Grant and Rev. D J. Macdonnell.
Kaox Church was supplied by Rev. Thomas
Duacan and Dr. MacVicar, and St. John’s
by Dr. Bain, of Perth, and Mr. Burton, of
Belleville. The Moderator, Dr. Topp, ex-
Moderator, and the Clerks of Assembiy had
<eats provided for them ou the platform of
the Ceutral Church, where we may be per-
mitted to say, the services at both diets
were of a highly interestiug and instructive
character; and so doubtless they were in
all the churches.  And in all the churches
there were special services during the after-
noon for the benefit of the children of the
Sabbath Schools which were highly ap-
preciated by the juvenile mewmbers of the
Ckurch. A number of the ministers alen at-
tended the cervice held in the rooms ol the
Young Men’s Cbristian Asscciation at s
late hour in the evening, when stirring ad-
dresses were given by Rev.J. W. Mitchell,
of Mitchell, and Mr. Wallace, of Toronto.
It was a _day to be remembered by the
people of Hamilton and their gpests, and



