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« Why,” rejuined 1, *ara thoy like diy trees 7
« Becawo,” was lur answer, ¢ there is no distinvtion
between just snd utjust in thiv world, Lut they are
alike. Fur this worll is like Winter to the jus, be-
cause, living with rinnors, they are not dutingunhed,
Asall troes in Winter, when theic leavos are fallen,
ars like dry once, and we ¢anunt tell which are Jry,
or whicl green, vo in this world thero is no distinction
botwecn just and unjust, but all arv alike.— Church.

man'’s Companion.
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Tne Switie o: Ragxxpacu.—In the vicioity of
Hokenlohe, Taugenburg, sbout twenty years ago, the
following heari-reuding but alin beroic event tovk
place. . Onu alieruoon in thy early spring or autumn,
wy kind informant did not cxactly know whwb, in
the tavera-roow of Rigenbach, ssveral men and wo-
wmen bav.ng assembled from the village, rat at their
oate, nono antiipating what would bappen on that
oventlul day. Tbe swith formed one of‘the werry
uompany,—a strong, vigorous tnsn, with a resolute
counteaance and dating uden, but alio with such a
good-natured sunlu upou bis hps that every gne who
aaw bim adwired bim. Every evil disposed person
shunned him, for the valiant swith wouldallow notling
wsrong in bis presence, and.it was not advisable to
fve anythiog o do with bim except iu a proper man-
ner. IHis arms wers iike bars ot iron, and his Gists
like forgs bawwers, »o that few could equal his
strength of body.

"I'bo brave smith sat near tho door, chatting with
ono of his neighbors, on I kuow oot what. All &t
oace tha door spraug open, and a large dog camo
staggering into the roow, a great, strong, powerful
beast, with a ferocious, trightful aspect: his head was
bavgiuy down and Lis oyes Lloodsbot, bis red coluured
tongue hanging down, and bLis tail diopped between
bis legs. Thus 1be ferocious Lrute cutered the
room, out of which thers was no escape except by
one door. Scarcely had the emith's . peigbbour,
who was bath-keeper of the place, seon the avimal,
when ho became Qeathly pale, sprang up and exchim.
ed, " Good Heaven, the dogis mad 1"

Then rose anoutery ! The room was full of men
and women, and the fcaming beast stood hefore the
oaly entranco; no ome could leave without pasiog
him. Hesoapped savapely right and left, and noone
osuld leave withous bring bitten. This increased the
hotsible confusion. Allsprang up aod shraok from
the furious dog with agonizing countenances. Who
should doliver them from bim 7 ‘The amith alo atood
amonz them, and as ba saw the anguish of the people,
it flasbed seross bis mind bow wany of bis bappy and
contented neigbbors would bs made misersble by o
mad dog, aad he formed a resolution, the like of which
is scarcely to be found in the bistory of the human
race for high-mindedness ead nobleness. Ceriainly
kis brown cheek paled a litile, bat his eyes sparkled
with divine fire, and an elevated resolution shons
from tLe smooth brow of theimple minded man.

« Back all I” thundered he, with his deep, strong
voice. “ Let no one atir, for no ons cab vanquish
ths brote but I. One victim must {all in order to save
il and I will be (hat victim, I will bold the brutsi
aud whilst 1 do «0, make your escape” Tbe smith
Bad searcsly spoken these words, when the dog staried
towards the sbrickiog psople. But be went not far.
¢ With God’s belp!¥ cried the smith, and he raosbed
apon the venomous and infuriated beast, seized him
wish a1 iron grasp, and dashed him ‘0 the flocr.

, then, what a terrible struggle followed ! The
dog bit forionsly on evary side in the most frightial
manner. His Joug teeth tore the arms and thighs ol
she beroic swi:h, but be would not Jet him Icose. Ra-
gardlees alike of the excemive pain and borzible death
whizh must ensue, be beld down with & vice-like grasp
she snapypiug, biting, howling brate, antil all had o~
eaped 1—till all, all wers reseusd and in safety. He
shen flnog the halfstrangled beast from bim against
sbe wall, and drippiog with blood aad venomous foan
bo left the Toom, lockisg tbe door after Lim. Sowe
persons shot the dog tbrough the windows. But, 01
mproifal Heaven, what will become of the brave, us-
fortunate swith 2. - s

Weeping and ‘smenting, tbe peopls suirounded
him who bad saved their livea st the expense of Lis
own. % Beguiek my Iriends, do not weep for me, for
§ bave only performed my duty. When U am deads
think of me witb love and  2ffection ; znd now pray

Cor me that God will siot let mo soffer long nor, too

much. I will take care that no further miscbizf sball

sccur throvzh me, for 1 mos! cerainly become mad.”

He wen) stnizht to bis workshop, and selected a long

sAaiz, the beaviiat and fement iz bis whole stock. He'

then, with lus own liands, welded it upon bis own
limb s and around the anvil so Grmly that no power on
oarth coull break it. ¢ There,” wsid bo, aftersilently
comploting thy werk,* it's done. Now you,are secure,
I st inoffennive § so long ae 1 live, bring mo (vods—
‘I'he rest I loavo to God : juto bis hands I comit my
g rit” Nothn g could save the brave smith, neither
trars, lawentations, nor prayers.  Maduess seized bim,
and after nine daye b died,—but traly, ho died only
to awaken to n mure beswtifud and glorious life at the
sight band of God. He dicd, but bus wemory will live
froms generation to generatior, and will bo venerated
to the ¢nd of time.

Bearch bistory through, and you will find no action
woro glerious and sublimo than the doeds of this sim-
ple-winded man, the smith of Ragenbach. Itis easy
for noble munds 1o die like Winkelbed, or Martiue
Cur:tus, the bithgpirited Roman youth ; but to go to
the sacrifice with the certainty of death—sud, wore-
aover, being obliged to await a death »o awful, during
long, feac‘ulfliours and days—that is o die notonce,
but a thousand times. And such a death was that of
the smith of Ragenbach. Such a sacrifice tho smwith of
Rapenbach mads in order to save his neighbors. May
his memory vver be sscred.

) AN AN AAANNAANS NAAAAAAAA

Deati or ik Hiou-Puiest or Jaran.—The
Dairi, or High.priest of Japan, inhabits a eplendid
palace in the city of Maike, oo the idland of Nipon.
Ris court is composed of twenty thousand pri=str, who
are entrusted with ths charge of the four thousand
temples of this immenys eity.  Llis cotume 13 a long
tunic, over which he wearsa lanre red dress 5 a white
transparent veil, ornamented with polden fringe, is
worn upon his bead, falling about ba!f way dawn bis
body. llis counienance remains always imi-ible.

On the 1st.of July, 1836, the Dai i was taken il
Iomedistely the chiof priest, with lus ghostly cal-
leasues, two hundred priests of the first rank, who are
endowed with the religious power of the cuapire, wers
summwoned 10 the palace. By the next day, the inva-
lid’s situation brcame more critieal, aud on the third
bis death was pronounced to be inevitable aud close
at hand. The pricsts vepaired at once to the templs,
and informed the populace that the Dain hind entered
into a compact with the seven gods of heaven, and
was upon tho eve of juvenauny Lis mind in ibe em-
brace of Tensyo-dai-ein, the principal of thess deitics,
who the Japanere believe to bave created the world.
She has been at tho head of affairs for about twenty
thousand veary, and from her sprang all the royal fae
milies ofJapen. To ter the inbabitants of the entire
empire addrcss their invocatioits as the protectress of
the land. 3 s )

At tho conclusion of the firat prayers, the priests de-
clared the inbabiiznts could immediately enter the
palace, and repain their eyes with 8 :igbt of their
bighly venerated bigb-priest. At oncethe crowd went
to the palace, where they bebeld the Dawi lying
stretched upon a bed of state. He was dresicd ina
white tunic, and his features covered with a very 1bin
mark, wers dimly p-rcepiible through a w1l spread
overthem. The priens prayed loudly, and wafied the
sweet perfumes from their censers over 1be dying man.
At 9 o'cleck in the morsing of the 5tb of July, he
breatbed bislast. Asthe last breath passed through
his lips, the chief priest, Taising Lisarmas atoken of
the depasting spirit, assured tbe bystanders tbat the
son) of the high priest bad sacended to the abode of
1he gods, but that it wonld sliortly return and resume
it earthly habitatios. Upon tbisannouncemen: a so-
lemn rilence pervaded the avdithes. After the lapee
of tan minutss, the chicf priesis, surrounded by a
crowd of his religious companions, threw oves the #till
wara corpee of the Dairi, a largs wbite cloth, which
e instautly withdrew, and in the place just before oc-
cupied by the body, thers appeared anatber, rimilarly
at:ired, but alive and atrorg, who, “ai-ing bimeell irgm
bisrecumbent position, went to a3 alar standing near
1be bedaude, apd bestowsd upon the peopls his bles:iog.
The crowd iadantly broks omt into exclawations of
glsdness and rejoiciag, .

By a wcll conossted siratages, the priests had ab-
.stzacted the body of the Dari, supplying the wlace
with bis sop, wbo icbesits bis fatber’s sation. The
stats bed being hung around o drapery, rendered it
all the carier 10 perform the trizk witbout arowsing \be
saspicions of the credulous iobatitants. The crrpee
of the Dairi was caried in the night-time 8o the Yeio
templs by tbe priests, whers it was 1aid upon a pyre
and burn.d soashes. This being donaibe teaiple is
closed, and all persons are_f{urkidden to enterit. A
violation of this law is punished by burning to death.

The Xcis temple, the handsomest one in the city,
containg several rows of ‘earthen statues of the deity
Ten-syo-deisin. ‘Thesa statues are about exe yard
bigh, are bollow, and bave each 3 laspe opening at
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_pressrved m one of these stziuer, tho same as tnan
urn. - The inbabitants are not permitied 1o enter the
por ion .of the temple whers these fizures ciaud. Oa

ry diffcrent cbaracte> take place —the inavpusation of
the new bigh pidest, who, astho peojle scppose, ban
“had E’u soul repewed in the rciideace of the great
gode™ - T - ) ‘
-~ Qn.tbe 7th of July, the aew Dui:i, serrecaded by

‘ebotew priests, iwued from bis palace, and paraded

the back of thd head. The ashes of each Daziare-

the Jav aflter the drath occurred, o remonies ofa ve.’

the different portions of the city of Miako. The
propls threw thetuselves to tho carih, and addrewed
prajors to bin as 1o a god. Upon this day all work
was lorbidden, a)l prisoners wero set at hberty, sed
all ceiminal procosses annulled.

On the next day, the procasion prococrded to Nars.
a short distancs from Aiake, wbhich is considered e
ons of tho most haly planes of the empire, . Xt voi-
tains » groat number of tesnples of colossal dimensioas
It i+ surrounded by » sqdara portico, supported on
each mdo by & bundied columns, each one yard in
diameter. ‘The statue of tho god to whom this temple
it dedivated, stands in the cantre. Its breadth across
the shouldars is forty-cight yarde. Qun tho 10th of
July, the Dairi, roturning from Nara, held a.grand
colobration ju his owa capital.  Aa soon as be had
returncd, tho priests commanded public prayer to
bo beld in all tho templos in honor of the suspicious
occasion. T

‘Theso facts wero relsted by an cyo-witness, »
Yollunder, whoso business in Japan gave bim ao
oppostunity of visiting tho residenco of the Dairi.—
He aleo states thut if the slightest incredulity is
wanifested by any of the bystauders, tboy sre in«
stently felled to tho earth and mercilessly slaughtered.
—N. Y. Zribune. :
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Tue Grear Comina Comer.—\We havo seen, in
local papers, somo absardities respecting the spe
procei’ng comet, which, unless prowptly met by a
true viow of the case, may produco bad cffects in
wany winda. It is contidently asscrted by some
(who cught to thiink woro seriously tuan they do
ugon the ovil cousequences that way rosult from
such silly boaxing) that German and Freuch astro-
nowers bave caleulated that the comet wust strike
the carth on the 18th of June noxt, and that the re-
sult must bo that the world will collapse, and the
darkness of desolation throw a pall over its shattered
wreek. In opposition to such ignorant alarmists the
following letter has been communicated bre the Ger-
man astrvnomer, Von Littrow, to the .Vicara Ga-
zelle :—

** About tho middlo of the last century obeervers
first pereeived tha resomblance between the orbit of
tho cunit of 1264 und of that of 1536, and began
10 coujecture that they were ono and the same body,
“hich accordingly might bo expected to appear every
800 years. Calculations subsequently made con-
firmed this view. (Herr Von Littrow then details
the conflicting calculations of astronomers, from
which he cuncludes)—Oaoly thisis certain, thet it is
possible, although it is anythiog but oertais; that we
may see the comet between the present year of 1857
and that of 1860. ‘The greatest astronomical auntho-
rity of this century, Gauss, ofi Gottinges, hus al
ways Leen of this opinion.  Hitherto, therefore, s0
far as thy watter bus publicly transpired, the ‘whole
subject would be ‘reduced to & little useful talk aad
expectations prematurely excited. But recently a
certain  individual, haviog nothing better to do,
thought proper to invest it with renewed interest
giviug out, absurdly enougb, that th@ comet would
re-appear on a certain day, the 13th of June, thid
year ; and, atthe same timo, he connected the svent
with sowv piquant predictions about ‘the destraction.
of tho world and the fike. The falwe prophet hes
found credulour listenms, and what is yet worme,
called forth unbidden comforters. ‘Now, upoa this
1ast inentivned question.let usterssrk ina fow words
that it is irrefutubly certain that the matters of whioch
comets conaist forms an extremely loose taxtare, and
that comneis are in reality. oot ocbsrent massés, but
mere agglowerations of swall corpuscles, ss
from one another by large intarsices.  Highly ime
probableas it is, because it cou!d only take place by
a concurrence of cirrumatances JFardly conoeivable,
that a collision of ths eath and the nueleus of &
comct should easuc, such sa evest, for from' entail
ing destruction on this wirld, could oaly be com-
parcd =t the most ‘with' the fall'of 3 ineteor, and is
its efiocts would barely equal those'prodused by car
thooder slorms and burricaves. A mere passiog of
the earth through the- lominuus sppendages of one
of these bodies, waich it is trus-might more easily
bappen, would be unattended by any injuricas eca:
sequcaces, since the matter of which comets oonsie
is uot dul.irent substance, dor 8“1 even an ‘atmoe-
phiere aueb 25 we counld not inbale, - With regqard to
the coract of 1850, Y1 orbit is ‘a0 - situsied ‘that 3
csnnot apptoach tho'eaith 'within' some five millions
of mi'er, and tLereford in ith neafest possible adrance
wotld still be atout ninctéen titnes mwore remote
than the m-on. L -
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Toe Sourtowss saatwes Mrasua —A .
choinunication from Lieut. duury is pullished in
the Lational Ftelligencer, giving the dutails of an
expusimont whichi 18 made last ssasn in planting
aun flowees betwecn the Quervatory grouuds s
Washington aml tne Potemas 23 5 bulwark against
the miaxns, fiow which the dwellers at thy obepres




