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them as well a8 to many who still send us
help for my Teacher’s I'und, that would be
to me a great plensure. But I cannat get the
time, and it is bett. r to be frauk at ouce.

However, now that we have a monthly
mail servico I am resolved to attewpt fre-
quent short notes instead of long annual let-
ters and reports,

Mrs. Jiobertson and mysclf, our youngest
child (a little girl of three years) and the nu-
tive nurse expect to get away from Sydney
early in May, if not by the end of April
We will get to Erromanga in 3lay, if we do
not stop at Amcitynm to attend Synod,
which meets at Mr. Laurie’s station (late Dr,
Geddie’s), about the 19th Juue. -

For some time while here T enyaged to
visit congregations and Sunday Schonls in
town and conntry, ana scek to stir them up
in reference to Foreign Mission work gener-
ally, butspecially in relation to the Churches
wotk in the New Hebrides group 6f islande.
I worked for nearly six months for the
Heathen’s Mission Committee and they paid
all my travelling expenses and gave me
something besides.  As I was most kindly
received by ministers and other friends
where ever 1 went there were no hotel
charges to pay.

It would be vanity in me to say I did
much to foster a missionary spirit and active
work and nove liberality during those
months. It would also be vanity to say I
did nothing 1o accomplish such a spirit, such
work and such giving, When I began work
the Committee was £700 sty. in debt. At

their last meeting they had a balance on.

the right side. T'am thankful to know I did

, something to bring about this good result.

I travelled by train, buggy, (as they call a
waggon here) orin the saddle, saw much of
country and enjoyed the society of many
ministers and ministers’ families, and lay-
men, who now are aniong my many mission-
ary and personal friends. 1 travelled as for
as the border of Victoria, and saw its snow-
covered mountains.

Ixeept in the older,—i. e., long settled—
districts the population is, as yet, small‘and
much scattered. The farmers’ houses are,
for the most part miserable and without any
idea of comfort, while as regards such barns
and stables, T never saw one, except on the
estato of some rich squatter, who, perhaps,
owned land by the mile and had thousands
of sheep and hundreds of cattle. I never saw
one wel! ordered, comfortable farm with
good dwelling houses, out-buildings and neat
%&tes and fences, and trig farm-yards and

elds as are so common in England,Scotlaud,
America, or Conada. Good fields I did
g, but no good barng or stables near them.
e backyards and many fields where horges

~

and cattle were grozing I noticed ovsiywhera
almost, were 1eceptacles for old rage, old
shoez, empty tins and broken bottles. What
lamentable want of taste and thrift !  Bub
the peopleare not poor, not a bit of it, many
of them have thousands of pounds in_the
bunk. Ihave never seen in any part of New
South Wales uaythinglike as fine, or as wel-
kept favims as I saw in Ontario, or even in
the Sea Provinces of Canada. But they call
everything furming here,

As regards scenery, no part of New South
Wales can compare with places in Canada.
EvenlittleCape Broton far surpusses this coun-
try in point of ecenery, and you will see bet-
ter scevery in Earltown, or on the Kast Riv-
er of Pictou, than on the Illawahra line, or
Shoalhaven districts. New Zeauland and
Tasmania are remarkable for the grandness
of Mouutain ranges and varied scenery, and
New South Wales in its Sydney Harkour
suprasses, in taat particular, any country I
have ever seen.

All these Australasian Colonies have a
magnificent future before them, however, as
reg rds wealth, and even already they ave
very wealthy, - There is certainly an enor-
mous wealth in these colonies. lu all the
capitals and larger cities in these Australian
and New Zealand colonies, magnificent pub-
lie buildings are now being erected, and even
many of the private houses ave palatial, Six
years ago there was not one fine hotel in all
Syduney, now there are many splendid oncs,
amd others are being built constantly.

There are many godly people in these fair
colonies ; but the great nasses, richand poor,
seem to be living for two objects, and only
two ; namely, riches and pleasure ; not re-
ligion and happiness, which latter is obtain-
able alone by the possession of the former.
Perhaps one-thivd of the people out here ob-
serve the Sabbath, two thirds are practically
heathen—that is civilized pagans. Boat ex-
cursions, pic-nics, parties, driving, visiting,
novel reading, and hotel and small shop busi-
ness are the occupations of every Sunday in
Syduey by the great mass of the people, and
that too by the so-called, educated, respec-
table people. Being a British Celony, law
forbids general business, or Sydney would be
as godless as Paris to-day. Asitis, I don't
think it is any more religious than San Fran-
cisco.

Our three daughters, Chrissie, Nellie, avd
Anuie, are a2t Miss Ellis’ school, aboutthree
miles out of Sydney. Gordon, our son, is8 in
the Cooenvull Academy on the Blue Moun-
tains, and about 100 miles West ofiSydney,
while Mrs. Robertson, our youngest child
(Mabel) and I are boarding in Sydney. We
kept house until about three weeks ago ever
gines we came up to Australia, but on giving




