some very valuable claims through-
out this valley, and with the advent of
n raflway It s sure Lo beeome one of
tho best mining districts n Beltish
Columbin.

Some of the most promising mines in
this district are the Big Chtef, Dupont,
Istella, Dibble, Burton, Kootenay
King, Golden Flecee, Keystone, cte.,
avhito In the Windermere district nre
tho Red Line, Delphine, Pretty Girl,
Silver 'Tip, Paradise group, etc.

The censtruaction of the Crow's Nest
Pase read has tended to inspire wigh
cowfidonce thosoe interested In  these
claimg and during the jast year o great
deal o development work has been
done, many claims which wero only
prospeets o year ago having been de.
weloped {uto mines.  Eacepting in the
fmmeditto viclnity of Fort  Steele,
where goid is found, the principal ores
of this valloy aro silver, lead and cop.
per.

THE COMMEROIAL

cute. This group has beon recently
takon over by an English syndieate
and it is the intentlon to develvp it
furthor tuv demonstrate its  value,
There is now a large amount of oro
on the dupr ready for shipment. Close

to  Yort Stele s the Wild
Horse Creek where fn the
carly 60s valuable plucer gold

alscoveries were made whieit have been
worked pvery year since with more or
less success, and oven now exscnslive
placer mining is being_done by the old
methods, and a syndicate has put iu
an clectric hydraulic plant, but this
is not belng operated at present Those
engaged In these washings are almost
cntirely Chinamen and it is a difficult
master therefore to find out just what
amount- Is being recovered.

Throughout this valioy also a con.
siderable amount of farming is done,
where irrigation is practicable.

With the construction of a rallway
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other color for that aaster, ns alarge
Dbroportion of the buildings have not
yet mode the acquatntance of tho
painter.,  The bullding up of the town
of Cranbrook may bo sald to have com.
menced In the spring of 1898, ag it was
not until then that people began to
arrlve inany numbers.  New bulldings
were sooit run up and G, Il Miner
put In o stock of hardware to he fol-
fowed a Mttle later by other stores
untl! now there are several.dry oads
stores, [five general stores, & drug
stote, bakery, wlholesale produce and
liquor. tesides six hotels and < number
ol restaurants and aiso a vranch of
tho Bank of Commerce. During the
lagt year $756,000 worth of hildirg,;
wis done, and an extensive systemof
sidewalks laid.

Cranbrook i8 in tho centre of the
mining districts of southeast Koute-
nay and while it has no iarge mines
as yct immediately tributary to it.

Scene at Moyle, B.C.
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A year agou an Ottawa asd Montreal
syndicate tuok hold of the Dupont
claim and development work was at
once commonced and a tunnel run io
137 feet.  Assays have been taken
which show £30 to the ton. Tho Du.
pont wilt be equipped with compressor,
cuncentrator and stamp mill.

The iz Chial is just across the
guleh frowe the Dmupout. This was

also a prospoct a year ago, but last
swmmer & tounal was run in and as.
says made averaging from $20 to $30
per ton, though picked specimens weng
as high as $11,000 per ton. Machin.
ery is to be installed in this mine
shortly fiad the forco of men lnrgely
‘neroasod.

The Estella is looked upon as the
mast prominent property in that sec.
tioi, A vast amount of dovelopment
work ling been done, consisting  of
1,000 foet of tunutels, shafts and cross.

through this valley the residents of
Fort Stcele look forward swith coun-
fidence to the future of their vowi.

Cranbrool:.

Cranbrook, which is o #bwn of about
1,200 fuhabitants, ig situated in  the
broad, level ialley of the Xootenay
River VLetween tho Rocky and Selkirk
mountamsg. It is casy to see that Lhis
iz a new town as the bright fresh ap-
pearance of new buildings is still to be
seen In a large proportion of those
Lkere. We quote the following from a
special number of the Cranbrook Her-
all of December last.  “Two years ago
this Christmas, CranvYrook conslsted of
the old Baker home, the Craubrook
hotel, a sawmlill and in addition about
50U people and any amount of hope.”
The people living here do not appear
to belong to the class who muke o prac.
tice of “painting the town red” or uny

it lias & number of very go>d pros.
peets and i in touch with the whole
wstricl freamm dMoyie to Fort Steele.
Tho wost important mines iributary
to v pomt are the Black Bezar, the
BeGro. the Carrie Lee, the Masto:don,
tie Copper Crown and Excess, the
Licrse Shee and the Pay Roil, which
aro al! bring worked and show pros.
eels of Lecombug goud producers in
e pear juture,

Kieterley Is the terminus of the
branen read built from Craubrook to
iho Norti. Star mine. This isa new
place whicth has not yet atlamned to
niuch fmportance, but it shonld become
a goott busipess point, as 1t is within
casy reach of the North Star and
Sudivan mines, and other goud claims.

Lp to the present time the Norih
Stac is tne only mine in this district
that has chipped any quantity of ore
and it has not shipped as much as it



