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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

{This dc{mrtmcnt is in chargoof R. E. Qosnell, who s
permanently ongaged a8 a regular member of Tir Cox-
MKRCIAU 8tafl, to represent this Journalin Britlsh Columbia,
Parties In British Columtla wiio wish to communicate in
auy way with this paper, may apply dircctly to Mr
Gosnell at Vancouver.)

Brifish Columbia Business Review.
December 26, 1892,

There has been a sharp spell of cold weather,
with hard frost and anow, somecthing unusual
at this soasou of the year. It has had a groat
effect on Xwmas goods and imparted to the sea-
son something ogtho apirit of eastern holiday
weather.

Business, as always at the ond of the month,
is duller than a fow weeks ago, except in holi.
day wares, which has formed a large part of
the trade. As remarked in last week's issue
the supply of holiday goods have beea in ex-
cess of demand and necessarily heavy stocks
must bo carried over or sacrificed.

Though the quantity of meats in the market
is large dealera are hulding up pricee, owing to
the suff prices maintainod ia the east. Thers
has beon no decline since last weck as ex
pocted.

Dairy prolucts are slow.

There is a prospect of a hard winter for
cattle with a consequent stitfeniog in the peices
of beef. At preseat there is no materisl chaoge
from former quotationg, but there isalready an
appreciablo difference in the quality of beeves
from the upper county indicating at an early
date considerable dupreciation, ‘Yhere liave al-
ready been six weeks of wiunter inthe interior
and continued cold weather must have a serious
offect on_ stock. Navigation from Ravel
stroke to Robson has been closed for some time
and communication with Nelson and the Krote-
nay county is now carried oa by way of Spo
kaune. Au effort is being made to keep open
the route oun the Columbia River from North.

nt to Robson, making consecrinn by rail from

obgon to Nelson and From Northport to Spo.
kane and the following circular has been tssued
from the three transportation cimpnics,
viz., the C. P. R. Co.,, the C. £ K N. Co.
aod the S.F. & N. Ry. Co. Thiswill coatinue
un il navigation closes on the Columbia, a't:r
which a pack trail will be used;

*“It is oxpected that the Columbia river, be.
tween Norttp rt and mouth of Keotenay river
will be pavigable during the greater part of the
wioter monthg, but as wo ar2 nos in & position
to fix an absolute date when such navigit on
will close for & short time, on account of ex.
treme cold weather, notice is givea that, uatil
otherwiso advise?, ship ncats of freight for
the following points in British Columbia ;
Trail Creek, Waneta, Robson, Nelson, Ains.
worth, Kaslo, Pilot Bay or Ba'four, routed
via Northport, Wash., will be accepted, sub-
jeet to the delay incident to the close of
navigition, and to any additonal charges
which may be iavolved in forwarding to
destioation,”

The success of the experiment of stocking the
waters of the Californian coust is well known.
Shad were placed years ago in the Sicramento
river, and gradually worked their way north-
ward uuntil they have been found all along as
far north as the northers boundary of Wash.
ingtcn  In the Straits of Fuca, last year, they
were uetted at the mouth of the Fraser river.
The remarkable way in which thdse fi<h propo-
gate and distribute themselves, is evidenced by
the fact that they were caught this year during
the salmon seatov, at River’s lalet in northern
coast wa'ers. This is sigaificaut, and means
that to the well stocked waters of B C. another
important food fish is to> added, the value of
which can be best estimated by what has been
realized in California, where tho shad fishivg
has devecloped iuto an important industry, al.
though thie shad is not indigonous to the waters
of the'ceast,

Inline with the above reference may be made

to tho shipment of 100 tons of frozznsalmon
from Port Kasington, on the Skeonn. Some-
timo ago Tix CoMMERCIAL contaiued a descrip
tion of the refrigerator and tho freezing process
employed by R Cuauningham & Son, of that
phice, where during the salmon :;:anaing sesason,
the white salmoen principally, which are not
put in caus, though quite equal tr the pink sal
mon in overy respect, were stored and frozen,
The process itself is complote and the fish, if
prapetly kept, thst g, in fruzan condision, may
Lo carcied any distance and afterwards thawed
out in ro'd wator are as fresh in texturo and
flavor as when first caught.  Last year Mesar
Cunningham & Son erected the freezor and put
in tho plunt for Ald Borgooff, who perhaps
had moroe enterpriso than capital, but who was
sanguine about an oxtonsive foreign market.
The 100 ton shipment, which cameo dowan
to Vancouver on the steamer Danube was
shippped by boat to Tacomo, thero to be
sent to Iurops, Tho shipmeat, of course, is
entirely expirimental and was undertaken by
Mr. Boryolf hampered by lack of capitsl to
carry it through and it may be that of exper-
ienco in the business and therofore if it bo a
failure in this instance it caonot be taken as a
criterion of the possibilities of the process or
even of thomarketingof the fish, which cau bo
applied to halibut, cod, skil, etc, as well as to
salmon., Cununipgham & Son are men of capital
as well as business ability, and if there be any-
thing ia it they will undertake the shipment on
their account. They have ull the facilities for
boxing and icing cheaply while the fish are
plentiful and can oe caught by Iadians at a
price, other things being equal, which renders
the prospect feasivle. ‘Lhe matter of transpor-
tatin at the proper temperature and at a
sufficiently cheap rate ave the only two things
which rendar the euterprise problematical, but
which, if they can be accomplished, opens the
way to the greatest industry on the coast, one
which need only b limited by the limit of the
demand itself.

B.C. Markot Quotations.

Frovr, Feep, Graly, ©gre —Continues
steady. Quotations are: TFlour Maasitoba
pateats, $3.50; strong bakors, $520; ladies’
choice, $370; prairie lily, $6 30; Ocegon, $3.50;
Spikane, §5.65; Enderby mills—Premier
35 63; threo star, $5 25; t~o star, $5.25; oat-

meal eastern  $340; Calforias  granula.
ted in gunnies, $14.33; National mils,

Victoria, $4.25; rolled oata eastera 33 to $3..
25; Califoruia §3.73; National mills $3 63; cora-
meal §3.10; splic peas $3.50; pearl barley §4 50.
Rico—The Victoria rice mills quote whotern e,
Japan rice per ton, $i7.50 ; Chioa rice do §70 :
rice flnur, do, §70; chiy rice, do, 825 ; rice meal;
do, $17.50; choppzd feed. 831 pr ton; bran $24;
shorts $25; Man. oate, $23 10 8§32; B, C. osts;
$26; wheat 827 to $32; o1l eake, $10; hay, SI6.
Wheat is quosed in car lots for f-ed Nu. 2
regular at $22 to $23 per toa ; oats $234 io bulk
and in sacks $23; chop ba ley §25. California
malting barley, 326 to $27 i.0.b. in ¥an Fran.
cisco, California chop, S32 to833. The Western
Milling Co quate branin car lots §19.50 per ton;
shorts, $20.50; mixed chop, 825; rye, 333; rtent
flour, $4.60; strong bakers §5.30. Graiam
flour, $3 40; B. C. wheat is quoted at $29 to
$30 per tun, and oats at $25; beans are dc pet
1o,  Hay is quoted at $12 ton on the river
bavk or $12.50 pluced on the scows,

Sucars.—Jobbers prices are:—Cube, 5ic;
powdered, 0Zc; dry granulated, 53c; extra C.
51c; fancy yellow, 5c; yellow, 43c: golden G,
43c.; syrups 4. per b,

Tne British Columbia Sugur Reficery quote
sugar a3 follows in theic weekly price list:
Powdered icing ana  bar, 68:; Paris
luwps 61¢; geanulated 5e. extra G 4:; fancy
yellow 43c¢; yellow 48¢; golden G 43c.  Above
prices ave for barrels or_bags; half-barrels and
200 h kegs }c more. No order taken for less
than 100 barrels or its equivalent.

They quote syrap as follows: - Finest golden,
in 30 gal. bls, 2fc; ditto, in 10 gil. kegs, 3¢
ditto, in 5 gal. kegs. $2.20 cach: ditlo, inl gal

tins, §4 50 per caso of 10; ditty, in 4 gal tins, $6
per caso of 20.

These piices are subject to 24 por cent dis-
count for cash in fourteen duye, and cover
delivery in Vancouser, Victoria, Naoaimo, or
Now \Westminstor,

Frrtonts —Lumber freights fromn  British
Columbia or Paget Sounl are quoted as follows:
Valparaiso for orders, 363 61 ; direct pn: on
We:rt coast, South Ameria, 33+ 91: Svdnev 30:
Melvourne, Adetarde or Pors Firte, Uas; Umited
Kingdom, ca'ling at Cork for orders, 43s;
Sharghai, 423 64 ; Yokohama, 40s nominal.

Cual freights are quoted ., Nanaims or De-
parturs Bay to San Francisco, S$1.75 to §2; to
San Diego or San Pedro, $2.25 to $2 50.

Dary. —Creamery butter is steady at from
27 to 28¢2; cheese, 13 L 134c.

Froirs.—There aro few coast apples in tho
market; e itorn apples ranga from $3 25 to 5,50
per box. Cranvesries are quoted at §12 per
barrel for Cape Cuds, anl 40ca gillon for na-
tives, Oranges, seedlings, $1; navols. $5.50;
Japs. 50 to 75¢; dates, 7 to Se s figs, 182,

Fi1su, —Prices aro: Halibut, 8:; Sslmoa,10 to
12¢, codfish, 6 to 7c; flounders 4¢ ts 5c; stur-
geon 42 to be ; sole 10c,

Vearrantrs, —Nochaunge. Californian onions
aro quoted 1¢:; B C. onions 13c; turnips
beets and carrots, Si5a ton; Fraser Valley
potatoes average about $16 a ton; anl Asharofts

Dressed Mgear, Live Stock, Erc.—Quota.
tions are: live steers are quoted at 42 ; cowa,
3ic ; dressed beef, 7} to 74 :: sheep, 74 to 73c;
mutton, 13¢; hogs, 74; pork, 10ic, ~2alves, Gic,
veal, 1lc.

Gaxe, Porrrry, Etc -Blue grouse, per
pair, is worth 735¢; pintals, 35c; mal
lards, 59c; teal, 20:; partrilges, 50c;

chickens, $4,350 to $5.30 ; ducks, $6 ; geese,
§7: turkeys, 18c per pouud, live weight. Veni-
son, 5 o G per pouad,

Coar.—J. W, Harrison writes as follows in
reference to the San Fraucisco coirl market:
The reccipts for the past weex consists of 23,
015 tons from the coast mines and 3,556 tons
from Australia. There has been but one cargo
received from foreign ports during ths week.
‘The quantlty to arrive from foreign sources
within the next fow months is very light, and
&3 a result very little bu-inz2sy is being doae for
future delivery, and prices must strengthen.
From now on tho coast mines will have an
opro tunity t» make th-ir products profitable,
as they will have coutrol of the market for
three or four months at least. The Washiag.
ton coal ageuts Dave advanced their prices
this week 50c a ton, aad “their sales have not
fallen off in consequence. Tne next advance
will probably be in the Lsvitish Columbia pro-
duct, which is in light supply.

Surrptné—During the past week the tonnage
has been as followas :

Port. Tonnage.
Vancouver........ ceeserreneen 8,505
ViotorHa s  eee v cLesenae 3100
New Westmnster..o. ... 1128
NANIAMNO. ee . crsuroees . 1,775
CoOWiChan . cvreeeirasssncnescenns 1,008

Total cienine serecnereeninnes, 19 25,514

Mining in West Kootenay.

Mr. Fuzstubbs, goll commissioner for West
Kootenay, has paid a visit to the coast, and in
apf.';l\king of the country among other things
Suld 2

* The ceason pret has been a very good one
and a sumber of rich pros).acts have been added
to those nlready found. 3 aese, a0 well as the
older claims, have, in most cases, been taken
in hand by Amecrican capitalists, and will bhe
pushed from ptospect hules to mines as rapidly
a8 circumstances will warcant,

“The character of the ores of this section is
prinaipally argentiferovs.  Galens and ats rich.
ness is showu by the ten ton shipment of the
Davdanelles mines which was sent to a Tacoma
smelter, and which yielded an average of over
$400 per ton.

‘“Taking Slocan as & center, the furthest oug
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