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WHEN DAY MEETS NIGHT.

Qut te the west the rpent alay kisseas night,
And with ane parting glew of pawion dies
I gold and m‘ 1 a woinan's widful oyes
Tank omt acrose the bitla, a bt of fieht
Plays on ber parted hatr, theeo soltly dwells,
Al thws b glary o'er ber girlish dremn ,
‘The aheep nlow nstle down beslde the stream,
Aud enttlo wanider with their tinkling bella

Uhe elorls, sum Bush'd, eling ‘ronnd the day's deding,
The woman's vyes wrow tomler : shadowa eresp ¢
Coarlil iaam to grny 5 nwharpe dividiog line
Parts carth aml heasen  lown the westeen height
The calm cobl dack hua kina'd the day to slecp |
Tlie wistful eyen look out acrose the nlg‘nl
Harper'a Magpizine,
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DIAGONAL PUZZLE.

Suven words, of sevon lellors ;
Disengago thom from their follers,
Placo them all in oven ww,

Fach bupeath the other.  So,

Read dingonally down the line,
You'll have the answer, reador mine,

 Let Lhings go, all's right in the end.”
That is your wolte my sleepy friend.
. With clanking swonl, and trappings way,
ITe breaks moto hearts, than heads, they say,
As clear as drop from purling stream,
In darkest cave, 'tis often acen.
4. Under this jntluence, caro and pain
Ato chased from the tired suflerer's brain,
\When this you use, you'll bear in mind
Tho adage old, “ Safe bind, safe find.”
Lu watch below, hero the sailor finds
ODblivion from the angry winda.

7. Hero al last ! she safo shall be,

Snatched from the restless, stormy sea.
J. WU F,
Tue Crivic will bo sent fico for ono yoir to the person first ssnding the

corroct answer to this offico.

Answer to puszle published in Tue Cuiric of Sopt. 25th's

“ Then roso tho dumb old servitor, and the dead
Dar'd by the dumb, went upward with the flovd.”
ErLase,

PROHIBITION vs. LICENSE.

We have decided to apen our columns for a limited time to the discussion of the
guestion of Prohibition ve. Lacense, and have made arrangements with two representa-
tive writers to_conttibute cach alternate week a communication upon the subject. We
believe our readers will bn futensted in a fair and manty diseusalon of this burning ques-
tion, and wo trust the writers will deal with the subject “in a manner Leenming broad and
Hberal-minded men.

THE LIBERTY OF MAN.

The Liccordur of 16th Sopt. has an article on the Scott Act which is
excollent on account of its caln impartiality. Tho point of simple justice
which it makes is—* If the Scoft Act required that 1t should only come
into operation when passed by a majurity of all the clectots on the roll in
any county * * * thero would bo sume point in producing the figures ag an
evidenco of public sentiment.” As I mentioned bofore, in the county of
Midd!lesex, Out., two-fifths ounly of the electors voted. )

The Recorder is pleased to speak of my share of the expositions, to
which Tne Critic has opened its columns, with sufficient commendstien to
impress upon mo my own shortcomings. It has happened to me throe times
in the st thirty years, in the courso of changes of locality, to sell a great
part of my buoks. I have therefore Lut few books of roference, and I have
a very bad memory for anything like reliable quotations 1 am therefote
very sensible of being able to do but scant justice to the cause I espouse
The * eternal verities “—to uso a somewhat hackneyed expression —of free-
dom, will, however, probably supply me with all the material I edre to use ;
tho' 1 take tlus opportumty of returming my best thanks to more than ono
edilor, who havo kindly tuimshed me with information which [ shall no
doubt fiud valuuble.

At presont I will conline myself (o a fow extracts from the “ Sphere and
Duties of Government,” of Baron Wilhelm von Humholdt, a pamo which
does not suffer cven by association with that ¢f his illustrious brother, the
author of the “ Costnos.” :

Speaking of laws of the nature 2f those under discussion, von Hum-
boldt says:—

“ But even granting that such laws wad institutions were effectua), their
hurtfuluess would keep pace with their activity. A State in which the
citizens were compelled, or actuated by such means to ooy even the best of

. laws, might bo a trauquil. peaceful, prosperous state : but it would always
scom to mo & multitude ot well eared for slaves, rather than a vation of freo
snd independent men.”

As to the citizen whose vistue is regulated apd enforced hy statute, ho
goes on to say : ** But meithor is lus spiritual energy exaltad by auch a pro
cess, not Ins views of Ins destination and his own™ worth wado clearer, uor

does s will g greater powoer to conquer the dictates of kis vohellions
desiten , and lissed, ho dues not advanice n siiglo stop towards true, actual
petfection.  They, thurefurs, who would pursue tho tusk of doeveloping man
without any referonce to external vils, will nover make uso of such innde-
quate mvans,  For, sotting asde thoe fact that cooraion and guidaner can
nover suceeed in producing virtue, they mamfestly tend to weakon porwor,
aned what are tranqul order and outward morality without truo moral
strongth sl virtue!

¢ Precdom oxalts power ; and, as is always the collitoral effeet of incroas.
ing strength, tends o induco a4 spine of hberahity.,  Coorcion stitles power,
and engendots gll the selhish desiees and all the mean ardlices o woakuess.
Coreteion may provent many transgressions ; hut 1t robs evon actions which
are logal of o portivn of the ¥ beanty,  Freedom may lead to many lrans.
gressions, but it lends evon to vices a less ignobly forns,

AL political avrangemonts, in that they have to bring a vavioly of dis.
cordant interosts into uwmity und harmony, oceision manifoll collisions,
From theso spring misproportions between men's dositos amd their powers ;
aud from these, transgrossions. ‘The tiore active the state is, tho greater is
the numbor of these, \

“ [t is precisely the moral man whe fouls overy restriction the most
deoply 5 if thero is ono aspect of developmont more than any other which
owes its highest benuty to frewdom, this is precisely tho culture of charactor
and morals.”

From theso and other cousidoraticns von Humboldt agreos with othoer
ominent thinkers in conelnding *‘That the State most wholly refmn from
avary attompt to operate directly on the morals and chametor of the nation,
* % % and that everything ealeulated Yo promuto such a design, and particu.
laxly all gpecinl supervision of education, religion, sutmpluary laws, ote., lios
wholly outside tho limits of its logitimato sctivity,”

The travelator ndopts, nx & sort of molto un his title page, tho following
quotation from Mirabeau (the eller). * Lo diflicile vst de ne promuiguer
gno des Jois necessaites ; de rester 4 jamiis fidele a1 co privcipe viaiment
coustitutionel do la socivté ; do so mottyo en garde contro ln furcur de gouv-
vinor, I plus funesto maladie des gouvernemens modernes *’

Fraxe-Tievn,
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THI. FRENCIL DRAMA,
(Continued )

Jear Ihptiste Poguelin de Mo'itre was born at Paris in 1620, Tho
vame of Malidre was not adoptett till the beginning of his careeros a
dramatist, his father, Jean Baptiste Poguelin, being upholsterer aud valat
do chambro to the king. Up to the age of 14, yuang Poguelin served in
his father's shop, brt having been taken on several occasions by his grand
father, who was a lover of cotnedy, to the theatre do Bourgogue, his natural
love for the stage awoko, and he dotormined to study. For consout to the
fulfilment of this wish ho begzed so hard, that his fatlicr, who had all the
bourgeois idea that a scholar mmkes a poor tindesman, very much against
his will nllowed the cager buy to have his way, and he was sent to tho
Jesuit Collego of Clormont. Here he was taken notico of by the Princo of
Conti, who afterwards assisted him with his patrovage, and he also enjoyed
tho teaching of the grest Gassendi, who seving Lis undoubted gonius guided
him willingly through the vast deep of philusophic thought. Pogueun had
for compauions uuder this illustriors mastes, Chapells” and Bernier, two
talented youths who afterwards marde 2 namo fur thumselves, the tormor by
his Indian explorations, tho latter Ly his not inconsiderable powers of easy
verzification.  U'pon the death of his father, Poguolin was obliged to
oxecuto his duties about the king, and in 1641 he followed Louis to Nar-
boune. About this time he is supposed to have studied law, and even
passed as an advocate, but in 15 we find Lim at the head of a band of
ardent spirits, acting on tho fanhourgs of Paris and afterwards in the
provinces, under the name of Molitie, a change of name being usuwal
amongst all great actors, and probably in Molicre’s caso made ont of respect
for his family. These strolling comedinns named their company  'lllustro
Théatre,” and they soon eclipsed all other theatres of their kind. For the
next ten years, during the period of the civil war, we caleh only occasional .
slinipses of Volitre. o studied during this time Plantus, Rabelais,
Spanish and Ilalinan comedy, and with observant eyos watched all that wont
on around him. e composed amd acted in tho provinces several unim-
portant plays, which served ss toundations for his after works, his timt
comudy in verse bung biought out at Lyon m 1653 In this play, called
* L'Etourdi,” in whith is humourously deseribed the indefatigable efforls
of aclever valet to repair the blunders mado by his careless master, the
naturalness of tho design, thenterost of the plot, amd the vivacity of the
conversations, cumbine o cover the wany defects m connection and style,
Up to this timo all ihe Erench plays had been full of impossible, or £t
least highly bprobable intrigues ; Moliero's stylo ot truthfully 1epresonting
character and custom was as welcotne to the public as it was original.  The
Princo of Couti mow recuived Mohere as a friend, end took him and bis
cowpany under his protectivn ; L'Etourdi, lo ** Depit Amorous’ und ¢ les
Preciouses Ridicules” wero played boforo him; the latter pieco was a
delicatoly veiled satiro un the affected style of language, dress, poetic
thought, aud genoral tasto of the day. It produced a revolution! Moliéro
had asid befors all tho world what sousible men had thought for some time,
but wero afraid tu say. The public entered nto the spirit of it, and
applauded the skill which dirccted the shuft, though quite alive tv the
fact that it was aimed at themselves. An old spectator on the night of the
representatiog, of ‘les Piccicuses Ridicules,” 1n o moment of Lranspart,
cried out, * Courage Molicre, voila Ia vertable comedie;” and ho was
right | true comedy dated from that mght. Tho great men of the day
recognized that a reform, not only in the theatro bLut in -tho prevailing



