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EDITORIAL NOTES.

There is cold comfort for our Nova Scotian heads of famili s in D. Vie-
tor Meunier’s recent sugges'ions on the servant question, This eminont
natusalist thinks tince indifleront domestic servants are becuming more
provalent, that anthropoed apes might bo ciptured and given a thorough
course of training in houscho d works. M. Meunior clums to have trained
several of tho an:mals succossfully, and cites many incidents in which they
have been found skilful and aptservito s It occurs to us, howoever, that
if the same pationt training wore givea to our raw country girls there will
be no need for us to resort to 1ntroducing grimacing quadrupeds among our
startled families.

The Indians and ba f breeds on both sides of the boundary line seem
to have breathed 1n from some unknown source a desire to gt ahead cf
those much-suffering individua's who constitute the travelling public.
Rolin huntors are frequently induced by them to purchase very modern
antiquities  In an Indian stere near Bismarck a regular stock of relics is
kopt on hand—Nevajo blankets (from Massachusetts) Indian pipes (from
Connecicut) tom-toms (made of Government cheese-boxes covered with
sheep-skin) and most profitabte of alt the historic bows and arrows which
have ligured in Indian uprisisgs. The Apaches, who long ago discarded spears,
are now supplying the trade with them, while the purchasers aro given
their choice, 80 to speak, of any interesting logend which they cate to con-
nect with their now possession.

Wo are glad to note that henceforward the after-dinner toast of ¢ The
Colonies ” 1s to be given at all publicbanquets in England. This recogoi-
tion shou’d long ago have been given them by tho feastful Britons. But
we wondor what definite vision wil ariso befure tho speakers eye whon ke
calls the toast—wiil tho 1cy mountains and the coral sirand appesar simul-
tsneously bofors his 1mner vision, tho whooping Indian or the devoted
missionary, tho crafty Hindoo cr the bushman of Australia. Al the types
aro reprosented in the Colobies, and too often tho ordinary Briton thinks
of tbe colonial dependencirs asa vast combination of dissimi.ar peoples.
What is wanted 18 a carofut recognition of each co ony by the proper officials.
Maps indicating climate, soil, products, prices and popu.ation should be
placed in all schools, railway s:ations and pub.c buudings. Emigratien
being thus intolhgent!y promoted, fewer mistakes wou.d be made by settlers,
and when such a state ot affaars exists the toast of * The Colonies ™ wili be
drunk with a propor understanding.

A littlo mattor has como up between Austrahia and Great Britain which
is of particular interest to Canadians. Tho Austialians complain that the
Fronch Islands in tho Now Hebndes, which arc used as penal settloments,

aro hurlful to the whole group of islands. Moro than that theso Fronch
outcasts aro vory carelossly looked after, as they often escape and make
thoir homes in Australia. The grievance is so great that the Australiaus
suggest that if Great Britain will purchase the islands thoy will agreo to the
confederation of the Australian colonies. Doubtles in Australia theroave
special roasuns for keoping out & modern goueration of criminals, but in
Canada, too, wo fool not a littlo annoyance from the noarness of the Fronch
possessions of St. Pierro and Miquelon, to ssy nothing of the debatable
Fronch coast of Newfoundland, and if Great Britain is to buy Frenchland
why should sho not inciude this troublesome tersitory in her purchase. It
is by no means improbable that Newfoundland would enter amicably into
confederation if the island and coast difficulties could be puaceably solved.
Tho policy of Irance regarding tho sales is not as yet known. It isthe
fashion of the French Congress at present tw boast of her possessions in
foreign lands. Tho offering of imoney as purchasing powor would probably
be construed as an insult from the * nation of shop-keepers.” But an ex-
change of land for land might bo satisfactory to all parties concerned Onr
chief interest in the event isfor the wolfars of Canada and for Newfound-

lond, and we would welcome a policy which would lead to the adoption of
4L~ tio that binds,”

The Presidential election shortly to be bogun in the United States is not
the only national contest of the month Tho general I:alian olections are sot
fora dato a few days later, and a hot struggle is likely to ensue betwesn the
Government ¢f the present Promier, Giolitti, and the ex-Premier Crispi.
The chiof difficuity in the administration of auy modern Italian Goverment
has boou the disposition of the State Revenues, which have beon inadequate
to meet the demands made upon them. The oxpense of maintaining
large army and navy has cnpplod all effucts to develop the natural ressure g
of tho country. The roads, raulways and telegraphs aro all maintained at the
expense of tax-payers. Crispi, if clected, promises to cheapen the mothod
of Governmoeut by removing somo hundreds of inofficient and unnecessiry
Government employees, and to make a stand sgainst the common practico
of diverting public money into private chaunels. Crispi is without doubt
the popular candidato with tho less well-to-do portion of the peop'e,andas
the franchise isa liberal one, giving votes to o'l citizans who are over twenty-
one years uf age, who are able to read and write, who pay taxes to the amount
of £3.75 per year, ho will doubtless poll a large vote, while on the ather
hand tho present Premier has a fino opportunity of using boodle in the
campaign. The elections are not who'ly d cided by the majority vots, as
cach deputy needs not only to be elocted in his owa district, but must also
be able to claim ono-fourth of the whole enrolled vote. Second district
olcctions are very usual, and naturally they result as a ru'e in the support
of the members of tho saccessful party in tho national contest. In fact
the 13th of November promises to be as exciting a day in the classic country
as tho 8th of November will be to the people of the United States.

The sad illness and death of Mrs. Horrison at the present politica! junc-
turo has caused much heart-folt sympathy for the Republican c¢indida‘e for
the Presidoncy of tho United States. Mrs. Harrison has been an able
help-mate to her husband, togetier they bave struggled in obscurity, with
empty purees, and her husband attributes not a little of his success to her
everready interest in his affairs. The President and his wife have been a
typical American couple. At the time of their marriage they could not
afford a home of their own, and the young wife was installed with his
family at the Harrison homestead uantil the youthful husband had become
a full-fledged lawyor. After the first child was born the young couple
flitted into & homeo of their own—a tiny three-roomed cottage with alean-to
kiichen. The humble home was & happy one—tho husband and wife boing
w1 ling to accopt privation for the sake of being together. The President
shared in the daily labors, cutting the wood, or filling the water pails before
office hours, and it was not until 18G0 that prosperity dawned upon the
dovoted pair. Then Mr Harrison wes appointed roporter of the Supreme
Court, and, with the comfortablo salary attached, it was no longer necessary
to keop up a perpotual warfare with the wo f at the door. With her great
patural tact Mrs. Harrison was as much ot home in tho stately White House
as io her first cottsge. Her swoetness of mind and disposition endeared
her to all who comd in couliet with her. Her bigh moral charactor won
the approval of those who differed with her husband on political grouuds,
The crov. ned heads of Eutope, the Popo and others high in worldly rank,
have sunt messages of sympatby to tho stricken husband. Claveland, too,
has sent a manly word of condolence, and pcople of all classes in the nation
aro united in thoir praises of the dead woman. And yet we cannot but
turn from tho grave with an appreciativo thought for the will powor of the
man and woman who carved their wsy so patiently and steadi'y to the
bighest pesition which the Amorican Ropublic affords.
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