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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

CONDUCTED DY 8. JONN DUNCAN-CLABK.

Worrp's C. E. Pravkr Cuaix, Sumecr yor Fepruany.—For
tho young convorts who have rocently been brought to Caorist, that
they may bo strong, unselfish, winsome Christians, and that thoy
may begin at onco to show theirlovo to Christ by working for Him,

Daily Readings.
WIAT FAITH CAN DO I'OR US.

First Day—It guvos safety— Exod. xv. 1-19.

Bocond Day--It gives courage—Deat. xx. 1.9.

Third Day—It gives joy—Pa. v. 1-12.

Fourth Day—It brings succeas—1 Chron. xxsiii. 11-20.

Fifth Day—It brings peaco—Isa. xxvi. 1-12.

Bixth Day—It brings salvation—1 Pet. i. 1.9.

Pravan Mrerinag Toric, Fab. 23.—*¢ WHAT FAITH CAN DO FoR US.”

—Hob. xi. 1.10; xil. 1, 2,

Faith is the most unreasonable sand nnreasoning thing in the
world., It recognizes no impossibilities, it scorns commeon-sense,
and fiys in the very faco of scicnce. Read tho Bible records of
whiat men did by faith and sce if you can justify their deeds from
avy standpoint of worldly wisdom. The atk that Noah built
seemed the work of a crank, tke sacrifice of Isaac the act of a
religious maniac, the renunciatien of Egypt by Moses the cied of
& man blind to hia greatest opportunity. All this is becauso faith,
as our losson tells us, deals with things unseen. It is the evidence
that somothing exists beyond our buman ken, and that this life is
but the first volome of a story yet to be finished. Now this faith
can do mighty things for us. It can make a sinner whose life is
black with iniquity, just and holy in tho sight of Ged (Rom. v. 1.)
It can bring a man who has been at enmity with bis Maker, into a
relation of peace and harmony with Him (Rom. v. 1.) It can gain
access for the poorest beggar into a placo of grace and free favor
beforo Heaven'’s King, (Rom. v. 2.) 1t can open for us thestore
houso of God’s bounty, an4 bring answers to our prayers (Aatt.
xvii. 20; xx. 21,22.) It can sanctify vs, and separatiog us from
8in unites us to Christ our holiness, (Acts xxvi. 15 ; Eph. iii. 17.)
It can do for usall that it did for those of whom we read in Heb.
xi. And it can gain for us a victory of the world {1 John v. 4.)
All this it ean do becanse it i8 faitk in Christ. Faith in ourselver,
faith in men, faith in the church, faith in ordinancer, faith in
baptism, is useless, fatal ; bat faith in Jesus Christ ke risen,
living, interceeding Saviour is all pewerful a=d life giving.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

CONDTCTED BY S. JOIIN DUNCAN-CLARK.

International S. S. Lesson.
LessoN VIII.—Fait ENcOURAGED.—FEB. 23.
{Luke ciii. 43-55.)
Goresx Trzxr.—* Thy faith hath mado thee whole: go in
peate.”—Luke viii. 48
Cxxrrur Treore.—The Power of Faith.

ouch sy, V. 3348
Assryeig, —Tho rial of Fzith . 40 55’

TINE AXD Pract.—A. D, 27. Tho plan of Geonestaret and
Capernaum.

IxTrRODUCTORY.—Since last lesson the following events havo
trapspired : Messengers como to Christ Jrom Jobn tho Raptist in
prison (Luko vii. 17-24.) Healing of a demonisc (Luke viii. 1-3)
Theinterruption of Chbrist's relatives (Matt. xii. 46.) Yarables of
the Kingdom (Matt. xiii) Calming the atorm {Luke visi. 23.)
Serding tho devils into the awine {Luke viii. 27.) Parables of the
Bridegroom, and the new cloth and new wine (Matt. ix. 15.17)
Incidents of to-day’s lesson (Luke viii. 43-55.)

VIRsE ot VERsk.~V. 43.—“ Spent all her living upon the
physiciana—Sho was a typo of mavy to-day who having wasted
lifo and substance in sccking pesce, happiness and satisfaction in
tho world, as a Iaat Tesort briog their sin-tuined, useless lives to
Chriat, and sock His hoaling and blessing. Wonderful is the love
that aays, **Him that cometh unto wn I wiil in no wise caat ont.”

V.44.—**Came behind Him.”—~Tho womsn strove to touch tho
Alaster unobaerved becanse, being ceremonially unclean, contact
with hor waz defiling.  WWe only aro to blame if we have His back
towsard us, rather than His face. ““Touched the border of Pis
garment.”—It was only tho hem of tho Mlaster’s dresa that the
woman touched, yot His very apparel partook of His Divine
personality, and was permeated with Hiz power to heal snd bless.
You will remember that sach also was tho oase with Paul, at loast
on ono occasion when handkerchics taken frum coatact with Him
brought hasling to those who wers sick {Acta xix. 11, 12} Thus
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also should our Christian lifo pervade oven our personsal property,
sud the very clothes wo wear speak of Jesus totho world about va.
There is nothing to ocommonplace to bo sanctified and mado
usoful by a yiclded life. ** Immediately.”—Again wohave empha-
sized for ua tho promptness with which Christ rcsponds to the
touch of faith. This word immediately is of frequent occurrence
in the records of Christ’s healing miracles.

V. 45. ** Who touched me ? ”—1Tho bresence of a troubled soul
that sought His blessing could rot bo concealed from the Master,
Tako comfort, despairing one, even though thy lips refuse to pray
Ho hears the silout pleading of thino aching heart, and will aend
the nceded strongth and comfort. *The multitudo threng and
press Thee,”—All about Him crowded the people, touching Him
on overy sido ; many no doubt were sick, all wero sinners, and yet
there was only one touch that brought healing, Where lay tho
difference? Thao touch of the multitude was the touch of curinaity,
wonderment, doubt ; but the touch of the diseased woman was tho
touch of desiro, purpose, faith. It is tho samo to-day. The
multitudes know of Christ, they hcar Him speak, they oven touch
Him; but only tho few are htaled, for it is only the few that
approach Him with prayer on their lips, with purpose in their
hearts and with faith in lia power.

V. 46. “ Virtue is gono cut of AMe.”—As tho crowd surcharged
with clectricity is approached by a cloud negativcly charged, thero
flashes forth the lightning spark that indicates an out.flowing of
energy from thostronger to the weaker. So hoslth pawsed from
Christ into tho diseased body of the woman aa they came in con-
tact, and He felt thas power had goneoutof Him. Ianthe spiritual
sphere the accrot of gaining is given, and the way to becomestrong
is to expend atrength.

V. 47. ““Sho camo trembling.""—Yes but she went *‘in peace,”
(v. 48.) Thusit is with every convicted sinver who enters tho
Master’s presence. Though he may ceme trembling, fearing,
doubtiog, be will go in confidence, joy and peace. ¢ Declaredanto
Him before all the people.”— Herc is an admirablcexample of open
honest testimony to the power of Christ. Notice the declaration
was humble, abo {cll down before Him : it sought His glory, *“she
declared anto Him ” ; it Was public, *‘bcforo all the people™; it
told tho depth of her need, thongh revealing her shame, ‘*for what
cause nhe had tonched Hum ” it witncssed to the wonderful change
Christ had wrought, ** how ahe was healed immediately.”

. 28, “Dauogbter."—A word of lovingidentification of Saviovr
and sinner. ¢ Thy faith hath made thee whole.,”—Faith was the
chaonael through which the healing 2owed, and for us also it isthe
only means by which God can commaunicate blessiog. ** Go in

- peaco.”— Hero we havo indicated the truth that Christ never gave
physical blessing without giving spiritual blessing also.

Y. 40. *Thy daaghter is dead.”—As thaugh tho Angel of
death could block the way of tho Prince of Life !

V. 50. ** Fear not; only beliovs only."—Christ hastened to altay
the roler’s fcars, and encourage his faith. 1f ho would only believo
thers was no causo for auxiety. Al our fears arc tho result of
unbelicf. Osly belicve and fear vanishes.

V,51. “Peter, Jamea atd John, "—Threo {avored disciples.
They were 2o favored, not becanse their touls were.any more
precious to Christ than those of the other nine, Lot becauso thoy
showed a grester capability for underslanding the deeper tivth,
They weresizrply iu a2 morc advanced class, spiritually. “The
father and the mother. "—How tenderly considerate Jesus is)

V, 52. *Weep not. ” Ho who said, ** Weep not ™ to the widow
of Naip, and then proved His right to say it by raising her son,
now uscs the tame words 2o these sorrowing parcats.  “She isno
dead, but sleepeth. ”—Death is not the closing of the cyes, snd
the ceasing of tho heart to beat; death is separation from God.
She bad boen joined to God by this chaugo that had taken place;
and her £pirit in ths scaso of being freed from care of every kind

and wrap in scatatic satisfactica with Him, alept, aweiling tho
morning of resurrection, the day of awakenieg and remnicn of
spirit and body. . .

V. 53. **Laughed Him to acorn. "—If it had been you or me,
we wonld havo axid, ** Alright if you are going 0 lavgh at me
when I have come to help you, I'll just go beck again.” But ool
20 Josux. A laughcould not turn Mim aside. o sut them all
out, and in tho prescnce of tho parcats and thres disciples per-
formed the wonderful miracle.

V.54 *Maid arise. "—Last week we heard Hun sy, young
man arise; " to-day it ia to tho lifeless maiden Hespeaks, and tho
resalt is just the zame, *“ Shoarose. ™ .

V. 55, **Her spirit camo sgain.”—Thuy in feur words tho
wonderful story istold. Today youandI wwuld give pages to
tho telling of it; & modern news paper ref<rier wesld tako
colames,  This is not thelangrage ¢f men, it is thorrcord of the
Holy Ghost. *He commandedtogiveber meat. "~ How altentivo
even to details is tho Maater! Leat in their excitement and joy
they should ferget the gitl'a rhrsinal pecds Ho cemmrandn that
ahoabould Eofed. Parcnts may forget or overlook, but Chrnt

agrer.
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