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the Churcli a visit, received a cal1 which lho accepted, and ini 1849 entered upon
the duties of the pastoral relation. At that timec there wero 13 memnbers in the
fellowship, several of whoni were advanced in lifo. la 1864 Mr. Stirling re-
ported a inembership of 57. Mr. S. remained pastor of the Church until advanced
in old tige, continuing his labours until called away from earth by the Master.
Ilis memory is cherishied by the people in cennection with*the Churcli to which
he ministered for upwards of 21 pears.

In 1872 the Rev. S. Sykes, of Pleasant River, N. S., received a cail to the
pastoral office, and entered on his ministry ivith tho Churcli in 1873. Since that
tinie the Church lias liad general prosperity, and Mr. Sykes occupies several
stations, at one of wvhich, Douglas, a branch Church lias been organized.

Messrs. Joseph Pickard, Peter Cliristy, and Sainuel Clark, thrce of the present
deacons of the Churcli; ag,,ed men, are sons of the early residents referred to who
conducted tlîe first meetings in their respective houses. Mr. Christy and Mr.
Piekard are about 80 years of age, and Mr. Clark is about ten years their junior.

Siîîce Mr Sykes became pastor of the Church, a neiv parsonage.hias been built,
and, accordingto the last report in the year-book, there wvas a inembership of 92,
which lias since been increased by a nunîber of additions.

About the timie of the organization of the Keswick Ridge Churcli, Mr. MoCalluin
organized the Welsh residents of Cardigan, miost of whoni were Congregational-
ists, into a Churdli; but the writer could obtain no record of its mienîbers or
lîistory. This Churcli at Cardigan lhas neyer hadl atatod preaching, depending
upon occasional visita fromn the overworked mninister of the Ridge, and upon
meetings anioîig the meînbers. There is a ileat Congregational chapel at Cardi-
g-an, but the iw.einbershlip of the Churdli is sînal.

There is a growing intercat in Congregationalismn in this section of York
county.________ ___

THIE AIJMOND TREE.

In coming te a land se closely connected witlî and se like the seat of Bible
history, there was, of course, the confident expectation that frein the customs of
mn, fromn birds and beasts and plants, iiuch facts would be noted as would greatly
add to an intelligent intcrcst la the Sacred Word, first on our own part, and theni
througi -us on tliat of the home friends. While we have net been wholly disap-
pointed, yet our progress in this direction lias been slow. We are a band of mis-
sienaries, ratier than an explorationl societyj; thius far te put business firat hias
been te put nothing aftcr it ; witli all this, yct by the Wiay occasional observations
have been made, and words of explanation rcceivcd frein others, thnt if put te-
gether iniglit prove helpful iu reaching the end rcferrcd te. My owvn tastes se
naturally go eut te wvhatever buds and blessoins and bears fruit, that I find myself
at this the beginning cf a second year's stay here, better able te speak cf lily or
peinegranate than cf dromnedaries or cenies, camnel's cyes or wcdding-garments. I
wvouldl like, therefore, at this tinie te undertake soine sketches of biblical plants,
net pledging myscîf, howcver, te attenîpt more than a beginning.

Among friends of this class long kanown by nanie, but neyer moet by us unti we
reachcd here, I would give an important place te the almeond tree. For soine reasen
1 always ladl a great respect for it; perlaps.the excellent quality of itsfruit was suf-
ficient te coîamend it. In the estcem of mien it hias lild, and mîust ever held, high
rank; its digaity of bearing,the solidity of itsfibre,tie beauty of its clothing, and tIe
worth of its fruit, entitle it tesuch place. Let us newtara te tiefew p)assag-es in
the Bible that mention it, and periaps in speaking( cf themn alI nccessary descrip-
tien of the tree will be brouglit eut.

Gen. xliii. il. -srael says te lis sons as they are about te, returai te Egypt for
:resh supplies of food : IlTake of the best fruits in thc land in your vcssels-loney,
spices and myrrh, nuts (pistacheo nuts, says Dr. Riggs), and almonda." Here
tho high estimate put upon this fruit la thc one point te be noted.
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