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The teudencies of the age are setting strongly in the direction of skep-

ticism, and there are always some, in every conimunity, ready tO de-

nounce the Christian Ininistry as Ilhirelings," 'who care more for the

fleece than for the flock. Our well-meaning, but narrow-minded Ilbreth-

ren " of the Plyrnoutli persuasion, few of wlihom have ever kuown any
better type of preaching than that of soma fox-hunting parson of the
Churcli of England, re-echo the cry from the opposite quarter. And

anything, therefore, that tends to weaken pqblic confidence in the purity

and hionesty of the pulpit, is most earnestly to be deprecated.

It is to be confes8ed that ministers themselves are often to blame for

this. A fziend of ours was eonipeiled, not long since, to spend an even-

ing in the sitting-room of a public house, ini the conippny of two clergy-

men, the one topic of whose conversation wa.s-mnoney! And the not

unnatural conclusion to which, lie carne concerning them, was-"l out of

the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.>' Now and then we

meet with a man 'who seems constantly on the look out for a "lcati " to

"Ia wider sphere of usefuiness," a habit of mind which, wheher correct-

ly or not, is generaily interpreted to a minister's disadvantage. Un-
-charitable people will believe that the wider sphere is not bis only mo-

tivr, for seeking a change, and it is questionable if they are flot sometimes

hall right.
But there is a graver evil stif, of which we have te, speak, and one

which, we fear, is doing more than any of us is aware of, to iqndermine
public confidence in the honesty of the ministry, viz. : the readiness with

which some men contrive to, change their ecclesiastical relations. WVe

live, to be sure, in a liberal age, when happily ail religlous bodies are

being drawn together more closely than ever, and when Ilbroad churcli"

schemes are in higli favour. But we have no idea that christian charity
requires of us the obliteration of ai denominational distinctions.

When, therefore, we see a minister change bis creed with the fadility

with which lie changes lis coat,-when we see a gray-headed Methodist,
who lias spent an s&verage lifetime ini preaching Arminianism, suddenly

converted to, the Confession of Faith,-when a life-long advocate of lIn-

dependency, as suddenly becoines enamoured of Presbyteiy, and to escape

some momentary difilculty, turne bis back on ail is dearest and most

sacred associations; or, renouncing bis Congregational ordination, along

with "lthe devit and ail bis works," seeks confirmation and "lorders" in

the Church of England, ail our religions sensibilities are shocked, aidc we

are compelled te asic, are these men honest?1 Can these changes b. the
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