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fandings," bas much moro of thec smack of the Cofoence and the
Stationing Committee about it than of anytbing in Independenoy.

We do Dot, therefore, lepretend" te enjoy a grcater aniount of frecdom
than other denominations; we are eonscientiously of the opinion Choi we do
enjoy ùe. Whoro we ahculd go to find the saine liberty of belief with regard
to the non-essentials of tho Christian religion, or the eame independence in
carrying out our convictions cf duty, we know flot. As a mattcr cf fact, wo
are neither compelled to, preach nccording te John Wesley, nor to subscribe
the Westminster Confession and Catechisme, nor declare our Ilunfigned
assent and consent" te, the XXXIX. Articles, and "lail and everything
contained in the Book cf Common Pra:;er," nor profess our faith in any
one mode cf baptisin-neither cf which conld we dolI And yet, with
all this personnl freedoni, we are neither "la rope of aand," nor are we
divided into haif as snany "sechools" and "lconnexiond" as are those
denominations which enforce subscription to a creed co-iched in uninspired,
and, tberef'ore, unanthoritative phraseology. Our doctrinal basis is the
glorions Gospel of the bleased God, as understood and received by truc
Christians in ail ares. Our bock cf discipline is the Acts cf the Apostlca.
The machinery is perfect. One thi»g we do need-oh that the Lord might
speedily scnd it 1-11 the Spirit cf the Living Creature in the whecls! 1"

With ail these reanits, however, our friends persist in telling us that
Independency wcn't do. Almost every writer cf eminence upon ecclesias-
tical history frcm. Lord Ring downwards, declares it te, have been, in
substance, the polity cf the New Testament churches, and yet-it wcn't
do. Our reply is, if it be God's way, iL wil do. This Ilweakness " cf
Congregationalism, which is sometimes s0 compassionated, is one cf the
élemewrs cf its strength, and like some other "9weak things," will yet Ilcon-
found the- things which are mighty." And if our fricnds who bave sat se
long with thc patience cf martyrs te wîtness its dissolution, will only ait down,
Bible in hand, and compare their varions systenis with it, in the lighta cf God's
Bock cf Trath, we are persuaded they wilI not bc long in flndiag a new
illustration cf Cowper's familiar couplet,

"lOh, how nlike the complex works cfma
Heaven's easy, artlcss. unencurnbered plan!"

We claim ne jus divinum for our mode cf church governmcent, any more
than. we do for our mode cf baptisi. We think that in both there is a right
and there is a wrong way, but we uachuroh none, because, xnistakenly, as we
believe, they eling te the human instead cf adopting the Divine. The ques-
tion ia co cf by ne means inferior importance; it affects vitally the spiritu-
ality, and as a consequence the prosperity cf the chnrch of God, and we
earnestly coxnmend it te the devout and candid attention cf every one 'who

lia ben au~itk Uc pirit to pray,-
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