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as aif e asura Ceomtpanty puits apart a reserve for
îînexpired iiv's ; so thiat the actuai preinnis collectcd

ainitualIv, itss te ainomit paid out by te Comupany for
losses alla expenses, b)y oe mens reprcscnts lte profit
oit the ycar's business. thiîoîgh luec arc mnaiîy igliorant,

Cenolghi t0 assert. titis ahsurdity, -a te argue that te
resmres of a fire inisuratice counpatîy aresoinuicl i ioniey
nîîticetcd front te publie. Yet wc void ask, whcre
'wouild the poDlicvlîoldlers Ofitiany ofihle comlpanlies lave
been after the conflagrations of Chticago and Boston
but for :hose very resurves?

It is reckilv aistonisliiiig 1Iteacr soietituies te utteriy
utireasonabie exclamations iiudig-,cd ini againist Ilte
iîorw-ous profits of lire insuiratice, io considration

bcing given le lie ainounit of incoitte or te immnense
intere-sts iivoived. For instance, a large office is said
to ]lave ecared ,roo.coo after te paviiuent of losses
alla expenses, and proviciing for ils res-erve.and aitn oui-
cxy is rasdby soute discontenteid insuirer ngiiist wiiat
lie calis excessive profis,-the resiI, lie xiîtisof
equaily excessive raies. Now, ]et is point ou' tilaL if
lle preiiittîn iliconle of îhat ColliyI 15 $,:. .>co,ooo the

above profit is ù'ily ici per cent. ti!iereof, whiiclî Cati
]îardIv bc cniicd exorbitanît ; iiiciccd, %v.ý are iiicliiied te
îhiîtk, front otir lcnow.ledge of the adjiîstîtîeîîî of fire
los-tes, tit iwerc tlic aforeaid irate iiistîrcr, i;eitig, let
us suppose, a ivliolesie niercliant, oblied te Itiake a
claint, for fire daîtiage tîpon te vcry coixupatîy lie
traduces, lie ivouid put dowîx lus own profils ai double
or niore, for 2o per centt. te 25 per ccitt. is ver coin-
xnoily aIowedl Ilpou inierchitus' sales, andl rccuv
wc Iteard of a fire ioss upon a <irug sîoek %vliec lte

sale profit .vas put dowui i 50 per centt. Yel wc a.re
ixot awarc of auy public coudextination of te profits of
nxercliaîts.

WcT wouid reîtnnd iiisîrers of lte old sayviîig respect-
ing smoltes alla glass lieu~ses, aîtd further, if îîey %Yiii
lake lte trouble te study llte retîtrîs, so frras rela1te.s
tb ire ititiraitce ini Cantada, tiîcy %vili fiî:d tatli lit

average Iosb ratio of ever 7o per ccitt. ditriiîg llte pasi
tvelIty yenrs, tltey have lic grotiid .vli.-icver 10 itiveitli

agailîst lte licavy profits oit fire instîratce. Titotglit-
less people overlook, te faict liai rire itîstiratice catîtit
be judged by lte resîtits of elle, two, or ueitlhrc
years, as a disasirous îw.,ivc itoîitli.- îtîav couîuwtçri>aI-
lantce the profits of several coiiosectively good yt-irs,
and, furtixer, thita lte reserve whlicli tiîey cotîtribîit is
te sccuriîv tltey stck, %vitixoitt whiicli lte illîte of

itisuratice tvould be like itir owît comiplaiîîîs, "fuill of
soutuid aud fuysgtf iii iothiiigi."

NATUBAL GAS AND TE PIRE HAZARD.

Silice llte developîtient of ittrai gas iii Ciadua, allai
ils application of laie quite extlîsivtv ini soite locn. i-
tics ta liglitiligq antd heatitîg pîîrposes, lte qulestiont of
ait addiîioniai Pire liazard lias îiatura iy nwaivkcitd iii-
quiry nituoîîg itîîdcrwriters. Thaitesil lnS for-

ltîiitel.y becu catrefiilyv cotîsidcrcd iin lte liglit of
experietice ini scverail portionis of te Uiiiýed States,

-tyliere uanlr1 gas lias for a colisiderable luttec becii
cxtclusivcly used for uuîatîîîfa«cturiîîg alla for. doittestic

purpn-pscs. Il lias becit foud thaI fils lise uloes îlot
f uvoive a serioxis extra ixard if projpcrly pipcd anîd
reguliîcd. The Conditionîs of safeîy are bucli -.1 înlay
lie easfi~ii met, allai the variotus 'iliciertwrters' associa-
tionîs whetre iliîcresteci have so tiîorougltly itivcstf'-atcd
atnd cffecltilly forittîlatcd regutlaîfous goverTiîg the
lise of titis procluct, thai wve itear littie coîtpiaitît frot

ny quarter. lit Canada, lîowevcr, itîttil recently lucre
lias beet i ttle Occasiot 1 deal1 ivitlî Itis question, aitd

110Wv taI initie 1c <jarters lthe occasioni lias ariseît, lthe
fire itsîtra!îce coîtpales wfill m:ecl t deai promtptly
wilh Ilte subject. Regullatioti alla supervision Oit Illte
liues wltici exp:Ierietice lias suýgcstced elsewiîcere consti-
titte the rciiiedv for lthe eliiiîiatioîi of titis îiew liazard.
li titis cohiiicliot %vu caittot do licIter ltai o preset
te our readers lthe nules adopted sottie itoîtls ago b)y
te flifalo Associationi of Pire Uiidervr;ter.s ta iticci

Ille extentsive lise of itaturai gas lu ltaI City. 1-Olov
ii- are thteciiios

11. flhtilig up t,-îihlfiîj.ts for îia1turîl gas, lieretofore, lucre 1lias
hî(Cit muet l, iî in the Iitîer of piuîiiîj.g, Siz of pipe :nd
etc., qtc. Aficr xaîuhgilîto tilt subjeet, Itll Tao~Ù
cdationu of 1Fiit Vnd-acîriîvirs ii ]Eràe Ct;uzitv have aj î:rcsl of
the followilig iî1e li1acli îîîî-sî lit fo~el sîarly a.' postitîic
iii lpiisg li1îoîîe. fur itattirrai gas, sonas tu gave etti!sflctiui .110
Io Inlake the Ube of Ilte gas safe.

No miaini pipe frotti !service or rcgulator Io lie kss tuait î
juches ~ ~ ~ Vi ei iuice.W n ovtr tani ulîitr 20 fievs are Io lic
tiip:d ilt filaila tilItLt îlot bt ICSS ltai 2 isic.it-t iip dziiitir.

FroîIS 20 tu 25 ties, 2,,Z ii pIS
.. 25 .. 3 40 .3 .4 .

Vor lîoilers hIe pipe-s iîust lic large Ccii tuh suîpply a
.sIlfîiezît cJU-.Iltity of g.s It a PICI~Iîre Cf $101 0:x,*. 4OUnçCS.

Risers for flot <'ve.r 5 rr-., îj- fiaches iifatîsetcr.

Laeris or rf'crs for i fire, te lics, flot over i5 fect lotig.
25 It «' .4

44 . de t 2-0
4'4 or ,~fires, i~ IZ nices, îlot ovcr 20 fcct

long.
N.uVcc use-le-Cs Mhanj J iîticl pipe t0 aty flir.

ai t iîi; iii Ielars i~îlium cb il Io %ViUîi:ml IS ittclics Cf
ccUar =4ill directlv tleo%-c %ui:trc lie ez-cc iiîc cuicr: U;.c
cllar, nii dropi diowît ho wiliiît ; feet nf cha.r floor or olalosçite
wvlicrc servicc liîîc enter., Ilte building.

. ir iitiXC tit b litsez] ini fi1 grn1î", stovcs, ritages , lie. tes
e.,.1a14d lte oj:vîiîig 18111s.'4 îlot lIe langer hui:i 3.16 iltcls, cxcela

ror large nui.-C-s or lictes cre 4 indi îu..r iiv ib umti.
Wltvrc large înti\vr, -ie iîscil ilcv sould inve an, Içljl.%14-l

a'ield ove-ra.ir piorts, so lit lise amliuofî ai'ar sttpp1lkud Cali tic
rglacvlncord iig tu lte a mou lit Of ga'; lîiili :;l,îrtl. 1'1ac

lle ituxersT se tlint 11o gas catl it ow iîaek huai lle Tonl. 1For
boihers, --vlivc a i.arze .,n:iît of sicatis s Lreqiici, to flot tise
-tir mîixers, as tl:cy %vill fl give saifc ioî mdcalr a hwgmis

ireutîr, mîisc:a .1gicat licnt is rcqtlireci.
'Zcrr ninthei pipes lIctLtcun flooîs or pairtition.c, or ini ail-

pliace Ihiat catitot casily lic gotnt ta exatî1ixit I.a pipec and
joilts. -Nu mccct 'ai> ' ilid ilîlîsi bc uscd tu iîide lcaks of
faîtlty wvorIa.

No.%îop-cocks- or malves airc ailouxtl lIctieccîî floors or pri
tails, o.- iii ait" pîlace '%Iacre lte>' catîllot renditv lbc 90oucu at.
luse %lop.cocls %Vilia -toits ils p)rrfrctîce 10 globe vavs stitere
is nwv ltgrof Icakge ai. llte sîfiî oai ie t'a1v
il<cif chfsî leccolses dclictlt froîti tile Sîctis antd ltrevetîts thc
malve closciltg tiglitly.

lla lte pipes fiîi a liouse arc coniîpilced, Ulic pliîîbcr itst

300


