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A. G. RAMSAY, ESQ.

Mr. Alexander Gillespie Ramsay, President and Manag-
ing Director of the Canada Life Assurance Company, natur-
ally takes as a matter of right the place of hoior among the
life insurance managers of the Dominion. The Canada
Life is our oldest and largest life company, all others runk-
ing far behind it both in age and size. 1t ranks among the
large financial corporations, not only of Canada but of the
United States, and is advancing with great strides which
become longercvery year, and the business it has done and
is doing, exceedingly satisfactory as that has been, isonly a
promise for the future. It adds as much yearly toits assets
now as it accumulated in the first 20 years of its history, the
whole $8,000,000 of its assets and nearly $40,000,000 of
life assurances have, morcovet, with the exception of a small
nucleus, been all accumulated during the management of
Mr. Ramsay, whose shrewd, energetic and yet eminently
conservative policy deserves the credit for the splendid re-
sulte which it has produced.

Mr. Ramsay is a Scotchman, and received his nsurance
training in the office of the Standard Life in Edinburgt.
He came to Canada in 1858 toassume his present dutics.
The portrait which we have the pleasure to present on the
preceding page is considered a fair Jikeness. It is a curious
co-incidence that his brother also (Mr. W. M. Ramsay,
manager of the Standard Life Assurance Co.) should be at
the head cfa large life company in this country. Itis an
illustration of the fraternal relations which ought to, but un-
fortunately do not always exist between the different offices,
between whom the utmost good-will should prevail.

GERMANY.

Germany is at present passing through the stage of its
history through which England passed in the reigns of
James and Charles Stewart and in the Commonwealth.
The question has to be scttled as to who rules the country,
the people or the Emperor. ‘This is the real dispute
t tween Bismarck and the Reichstag, although the former
attempts to make the danger of war with France do duty
asthe main argument.  The divine right of kings is,—how-
ever, a relic of the dark ages, and must die before long, is
even in its death struggle in Germany now, as this contest
shows. Prince Bismarck will probably be its Jast active
exponent in that country, and when the aged Emperor and
he pass away in the natural course of events, a new order
of things may be lookead for.

unanneenient,

It Is with great pleasure that we announce to our readers
that arrangements have been concluded with Mr. J. Gris-
woLD, the well known insurance writer and author, to be-
come Associate Editor of Tne CrroxicLe, while continuing
his other literary work. This importaat addition to our
office will enavle us to still further extend the scope and
power of this Journal, and will, we trust, make it-still more
Mr.
Griswold formerly resided in New York, and has been for

indispensible to our ever widening circle of readers.

many years a recoghised authority upon nsurance matters
from one end of the Continent to the other ; his name being,
as it were, a houschold word with all firc underwriters
through the medium cf his several valuable publications,
among which are the following

Book oF CANCELLATION TABLES, pro-rata and short rates

FIrE UNDERWRITERS' TEXT-Book.

Haxp Book oF ADjuSTMENT oF F1xy J.osses.,

CurassiFicaTioN oF I'tkk HazArbs ann Lossks, Folio.

AMERICAN FIRE UNDERWRITERS' CYCLOPEDIA.

We consider that, both our readers and ourself, are to Le
congratulated upon the acquisition of Mr. Griswold in con-
nection with the Instraace anp Finance CuronicLe.

We propose, in this connectiun, to open a * Reference
Bureaun,” where there will be one of the most complete
Insurance Libraries on the continent (the Jaté Mr. Walford
on inspection pronounced it to be the most complete,
especially in the fire brancl, that he wier saw) for the ac-
commodation of our insurance, legal and other friends.

From Mr. Griswold'’s long experience in handling matters
connccted with disputed fire loss adjustments, we feel con-
fidence in offering the services of this Office in the settle-
ment of complicated or disputed claims in the matter of
apportionment of insurances and contribution to fire losses,
Also, upon application, to furnish “opinions,” upon insur-
ance law points; “ briefs,” for the use of companies, with
citations of authoritics, in cases before the courts, where the
attorney, not being an underwriter, and hence not at home
with the peculiarities of insurance questions, is so frequently
at fault.

Exrert Evivence in special cases, will also be fur-
nished uyon application, stating the points at issue. And
generally, assistance supplied in all matters connected with
insurance in any of its branches, the intention being to make
our office the “head-quarters ” for the disscmination of in-
surance information ir ‘he Dominion,



