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THE QOOD PRIEST OF AOSTA.

In %GO A. p. & young man about 30
years of age, was paoing up and down
tho -mwli rooms of a castlo. Often
ho lifted hia ayca to heaven as {f to
pray for guldance, thon, atopping sud-
denly, ho scemed to have mgcn gome
resolution, only to resume again his
roatless walk and his deop meditation.
Ho was tho son of tho Sire of Montone,
owner of this grand castle, which
was situated not far from Anucoy in
Savoy. Ho bad a fine mind and a
wonderfully mild and roligious heart.
Having boen in Paris, where roligion
and theology wero {lourishing just thon,
he roturned to tho homo of his ances.
tors with tho intent to give his lifo up
to works of pioty and to become a
priest.

But his father had other viows, and
wanted him to live in splondour in his
own castlo. Accordingly, in conform-
fty with tho customs of those times, he
decided that his son should wed the
rich Margherita of Miolans. At this
decision the young man tecame vory
snd, and without opening his heart
complotoly ho showed o profound dis-
tasto for tho marriage. But in vain.
His father insisted that tho wholo hepo
of his happiness rested on him and on
this mesriage, and even sont away from

tho castlo tke son's old tutor, whom bo:

suspected of influencing the young
nobleman._ After vain threats from the
father tho mother added her entreaties,
and theso scemed to have conquered
the son's mind. Meanwhile a sump-
tuous wedding feast was ordered in the
castly of Miolana, The Sire of Men-
tone and his wife end soca repaired
early thitber. Already tho great day
had dawned ; already the bride in fall
bridal array was propared to step to the
altar; already the two fathers had
united their bands in satisfacti~rn over
the union so much desired by them;
but the youug man who throughout a
foverish restless night had paced bhis
apartment, upon hearing the noise of
the approaching guests lifts his eyes in
despair {o heaven, and with a sudden
resolution returns to his room, locks the
door, and writes on a sheet of paper
which lio leaves on the table  He then
opens the window and measures the
height ; going to o closct, takes a rope,
which he fastens to the &ill, and, after
having once more read th: latter, kisses,
it, beads bis knees in & mute prayer for
a few goconds ; then, rising, scales the
window and flees.

Since the groom does notappear, after
a little while his paronts hurry to his
chamber, but they knock and call in
vAin ; the stillness is terrible, and soon
tho door is broken open and they dis-
cover the lettor,

“T beg my good father and merciful
mother to permit wme to follow the
vocation of my heart. I leave you
only to meet you sgain in heaven.”

That is what the trombling father
roade. A cry of desolstion issues frorm
bis lips and is echoed by the entire
company. A search throughout the
whole pleoe and through the neighbor
ing castles and woods proves usoless.
No one has seen the fugitive,

After fifteen years of faithfal service
in the city of Aosts the Archdeacon
bad died, and to his place came a pricst
who had been raised to the position on
account of his wisdom snd gootlness.
Even the Bishop consulted him and
soon he had opened schools thronghout
the whole valley. He went alio to
Novara, Genova and ilan, preaching
and makiog known the gospel by his
pioue example, The population full of
wonder ot his eloquonce and piety,
came from far and near to hear hiw.

Ho had uprooted idolatry every-
whero pear his home, but there still ro-
mained & statue of an idol on a moun-
tain, which bore the name of Jupiter.
Thicves and murderers had made it
their home, and attacked the travellers
who had to pass i. vn their way from
Italy to France, taking cverything
from thoem and often Lilling them.
The good priest of Aosta decided to re-
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decm the mountninesrs fran {ilolatry,
and at tho same timo mnko tho roads
safe. At onco ho climbs tho moun.
tain, preachcs & God of love wnd
charity destroys the idol, and raiscs
an altsr to the living God. Then he
founds a hospico at the highest spot
nssociating somo good Brothers with
him in the work to {righton tho wicked
and to tamo tho forocity of tho in.
babitanta of theso wild regions. He
and tho good Brothors uffor hospitality
to the pilgrims, dividing with them
their bread, and thoy assist peoplo who
would otherwise bo frozen by tho ter-
riblo snow storm. In a word thoy be
como tho guardian angoels of that fright.
ful solitude,

Tho famo of thoso good decds was
soon borto throughout Iranco acd
Ttaly. Oao name becamo known, one
name which overybody blessed with a
groteful heart. It wan the name of
Bornardo, tho hormit of Mouot Jupiter,
To him applied tho sick, the afllicted,
tho disconsolate, and ho helped every-
one with incffable kindacas.

Among thoso who were drawn to the
mountain by his famo were two aged
people.  Bout by years and fatigued hy
tho long journey, they asked to sce the
hermit. He camo at once, aud they
bowed, full of respect while tho man
said in a feeble, subcied voice:
# Father, heaven gave us riches and a
high position in Savoy. A son was
our joy, our love, our keir and our hopo
for our old nge. Notaing had been
neglected to make aiw religious and
virtuous Wo shoss for bim a wife,
good, beautiful and young, belonging
to as noble castle as himsolf.
Everything was roady, the bride was
draped in her marnage veil—but our
son bad gone, leaving us only this
letter.”

Big toars wero falling from tho eyes
of tho aged couple. Tho hormit sighed
and lifted his gaze toward heaven.
The old man went on: *From that
day our happiness was gone ; we have
sought him but in vain. Oh, if he
were living yet, for we are near the
grave. *We may never see him again.”

The old man's tears burst out afresh,
while the gricst scomed to bo makiog
a strenuous effort to chesk some surong
emotion.

* Oh, Fatber! you alona can advise
us. Some pilgrims to whom we gave
hospitality in Mentone told us marvel-
lous tales of you, and hope has given
us the strength to reach you. Have
pity on us | pray to God! He may at
least manifest to us whether wo may
hope to sec our beloved son sgain.

They wanted to kneol at his feot,
but he prevented them and said, gent-
ly consoliug thein :

¢ QOnly heaven can bave inspired
your son with such extraordinary do-
cision. Consolo yor :‘lves and hope,
fer ho may return vou when you
least expect bim.

At that moment the aged lady, who
bad until then wept bittarly, cried out :
“Qb, how wretchrd are the poar
wothers who huv importuned God for
o son who is to bo the cause of such
cruel sufferinga!”

Tho pious Bornardo ssid gently:
“ God tried Abrabam's hoart, and his
faith saved him. 1f He tried you do
not murmur. The Christian muat
bear his cross.”

The bermit was fighting a battle
with his w~n heart, Ho feared that
tho streng'h of these oged ones
would nct support a longer talk. Bog-
ging them to wait, he hurried to tho
church and kneit at the altar with a
forvent prayer. Moanwhilo the aged
couplo sat waiting, fearing, boping, un-
certain, yet with a vaguo presentiinent.

« Vain hopos ! oxclaimed the father,

«“But let it be of good omen,” eaid
the mother. * Lot bua at least tell
mo that I may sco my adored son be-
fore I dice.”

Thus they eat watching the door by
which tho hernut had left and tremb-
ling at every noise. At last no came,
his face full of overpowering joy :

“ o consoled, your eon livea Ho
left you only to follow tho voico of his
conscionce.”

Bo saying bis oyes filled with toars,
and, no longor ablo to check the nmo-
tion which holds his hoart, ho oxtonds
hnis arms, looks lovingly upon them and
says: “ 1 am your son Bornardo}"

Tho mother gives a ory of joy; tho
father oprings up, end soon tho tears
of sorrow havo changed into tears of
happinoss, and Barnardo it held in tho
loving arms of his fathor and mothor.

After having givon many days to the
ploasuro of rolating to each other tho
stery of tho cares and sorrows of the
past and enjoying the rounion, tho old
couple returned to their homo, and
Bornardo to his high charge bis bone-
ficont work,

Mcanwhile tho hospico was flourish-
ing and to mako it a perpetual institd-
tion ho wont to Rome in 1008 to beg
tha Popo's protection. Hostarted joy-
fully from tho Etornal City with tho
desired mandate, but it was not given
to him to sco his belived Alps agsin.
A sulden illness geized him at Navars,
and ho surrondored kis beautiful soul
to God with that suprome scronity
which comes from a duty done. Ha
had ceased to be, but bis work was ac-
complished, and {t continues to this
day, while in bis honour Mount Jupiter
has beon named Mount S8an Bernardo.

This mountain lies botween the vul
leys of Entremonte and Aosta The
famous hospice is situated upon ono of
the most precticablo passes, and gives
bospitality to all travellora from the
proud princo to the poorest tramp.
The pious monks of tho hospico and
their strong, faithful dogs go in search
of the tired and freezing pilgrims, and
usually succeed in saving them. These
touching scencs are renowed every
year in the cold season, but the most
wmarvellous sight ever witnessed up
there wason May 16, 1800, whon Father
Luigi Luder was auperior of the
hospice. On that day it ga~< hospital-
ity to 80,000 mep, with thirty eight
ciwonon and other baggage. It was the
}rench army, which was descending
into Italy, a few days previous to the
bat:le of Marengo.—Irish Catholis.

A Statue of the Chevaller Bayard,

A statue has becn crected at Mezi-
ercs to the Chevalier Bayard, It is
another added to the many already ex-
isting in France in honor of the hero
sans peur et sans reprochs.  The unveil-
ing of it was an event of sufficient im-
Kgrtanco to take the minister of war to

ezierca. While the occasion served
for one of those military aad national
domonstrations in which the French
delight, it aleo breught to light a trait
which, for anti-religious littleness, per-
haps could only have been conceived
in France. Somc memorsble words of
Bayard are engraven on the pedestal
of tho statue. It is his reply to the
envoys of Charles V., requiring him to
surrender Meziorea, * Tellthem,”says
the Chovalier, alluding to the envoys,
‘“that the king, my master, had better
persons iu the kingdom than myself to
guard this fronticr town, but that since
ho has conferred the honor on me, I
hope, with the aid of God, to remein
faitbful to my charge.” Such are the
words of the origiral documont. In
the reproduction on the pedestal the
words “with the aid of God” have
been carofully left out. The omission
comes from hcadquarters. It is not
the sculptor, M. Uroisy, who is anawer-
ablo for it. His statue of Bayard is a
fine work-of. art.

4 8tmplo way to help Poor €atholle Missfon.

Saveail cazoolled o stamps of ove
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M. Barral, Hammonton, Now Jersoy. Givo

at onco your address, sad you will receive
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ons,

A nan in the Loretto Convent, at Dablin
Sistor Gertrude, has writton 2 dmmcntitloci
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TO EDUOATORS

CATHOLIC SCHOOL BOOXS

Rotall. Doz,
Sadlic’s Dowminlon Catholle Spellor,

completo... . . ... ... .. .ee 300 $S 70
Sadlicr’s Dominlon Catholic Flrst Read-

er, Pard ..o iiiiiees seiiaiee 07 63
Sadtier’s Dominion Catholle First Read-

er, Part 8. .. . L.iie eeens 0 00
Sadlier's Dominion Catholic Scocond

Reader .o 25 240
8adller's Dominlon Cathollo Third

Reador L e e . 85 860
Sadiler’s Domlaion Cathollo Fourth

REBAOP. coee cerernerravesrensooe - 00 640
Badlier’s Outlines of Canadian listory,

with colored map. .....o.oco. vt 25 240
Sadllere Outlinos ¢t Euglish lHistory, .

with colored map 25 240
Badlier's Cathollo BSchool Iistory of

England, 6 colored o 160

ha
S8adlier’s Anclent and qu'e'm tistory,
with {llustrations aud 28 colored maps..
Badller’s Editlon of Butler's Catechilsm .
Sadliers Fditlon of Quoetions and
Objoctions concarnlng Gathollo Doo
trive and practices ansaered b
Moet Jov. 3. 3. Lyneh, D. b,

140 13 44
[ ]

Archbishop of Toronto . 10 ©0
Sadllers Chifd's Catechism of Sacrod
ilistory. O1d Testament Part 1...... 10 1
Sadlic’s Child’s Catochlsm of Bacrod
History New Testanent Part 11 . . 10 100
Sadlier's Catechtsm of Sacred 11istory,
largo odition . L S
8adlier's Blible History (S8chuster) 1Ml
ustra v eseess R o0 ¢ 80
Badllers Elcmentary Grammar, Black.
cxorclses. ... ... 000000 . 30 270
Sadlier's Editlon of Grammalre Flomen-
the” Biumtional Depariment o
the ucation: eat o
OntariOesesiseoscese o0 - - - - 2 1902
D. & J. SADLIER,
No. 128 Church street, No. 1680 Notro Dame st.,
‘Toronto, Oat. Montresl, P.Q

St. Michael’s
College,

(In Affiliation with Toronto University.)

Undor tho s{:ocial patronage of His
Grace, tho Archbishop of Toronto and
directed by the Basilian Fathers.

Full Classical, Scienitfic, and
Commercial Courses.

Spocial courses for students proparing
for Univeraity matriculation and non-
profcasional certificates. Lerms, wheon
paid in advance : Board and tuition, 8150
por year. Day pupils §28.00. ¥or further
particulars, apply to

1.y REV. J. R. TEEFY, President
Gt. Jerome's College

Berli_nm, Ont.

mplote Classical, Philosuphical and Com-
qnoemx;nl courses, and snon&md and Typo-
writing. For furthor particalurs addross,
Torms including nll nCCCS8Ary OXponscs, oX-
oept for books 8141 §er annum.
P

Rxv. Tazo. Seerz, C. R, D.D.,
Praziden

COLLEGE NOTRE DAME.

Cote Des Neiges, Mouireal, Caunada.
FOR BOYS FROM 6 TO 12.

This Institution directed LY tho Raliglous of tho
Hols Crows, occupics one of tho most besutiful and
salubrioua sites in Canada It was toundod for giv.
ing a Chrigtlen cduoution to boys between the w
of fivo and twolvo yeara ‘They recolva hero all the
care and attention lo wh!da they m(mwmw nﬁ‘: 3
thelr mpeoumlumllcs,m pre; {+} 4 0“.
or commercial course. Tho l-“;:neh and English

sages aTo taught with oqual caro by masters of
b"uou e ived for vacation,
aro recol v T v
T B L GEGFFIION, C.4.C., Prostdenty
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