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bourhiood, number more than thy whole mis-
sion atedl in British India. Yet these As-
semblies represent two churches onlv in all
Scotland; while all Scotland’s inhabitants
would hardly be missed out of one district of
Bengal alone! Or, let us put the proporiinn
of mismonarius to the {mpulation in another
way: There are in England aud Scotland a-
about thirty-six "thousand ordained Protes-
tant clergy of cvery denomination, sup-
ported at a cest of several millions
annually.  These clergy Lave, moreover,
connected with them a vast agency, amount-
ing to hundr-ds of thousands of Sunday-
school teachers, local miasionaries, Scripture
readers, elder., and ceacons, teachers of
Christian schocls, and pous members of
churches, who are engaged in diffusing a
kuowledge of Christianity, and in di.pensing
its practical blessings in ways and forms
innumerabl. Now, suppose ail this great
ency talien across the ocean and located in
the Presideucy of Bengal alone, leaving ail
the rest of India as it is, giving not one
missicnary to the Presidency of Madras with
a population of 1wenty-two millions; none to
Bombay or Sc'ndh with twelve millions ; none
to the North-West Provinces with thirty
millions; none to the Punjab with fourteen
millions; non= to Oudh with eight millions;
none to the Central Pravinces with six mil-
lions ; none to other districts with five millions
~but giving all to Bengal, and confining
<heir ministrations there to a population equal
<0 that which they left behind in England and
Sootland, there wculd still remain in that
Presidency a surplus population of fourteen
aillione witheuta single missionary ! With-
out presumiug to solve the problem when that
blessed peviod is to avrive in which, having
a0 mere-to do at home, we may he set free to
do more for India, I wish you at precent to
understand what is being done by us, along
wilk other .countries, for the diffusiorn of
Christianity>io the Eai ‘ern, as compared with
this, the Northern, partion of our great em-
pire. Novw, assuming as I do that th: mis-
sionaries abroad are equal to our missionaries
—or, what is the same thing, our ministers
at home—yet, deducting from their small
band of five hundred men those who are ad-
vanced in years, and whose day is well nigh
dore—ihase who are young and inexperien.
«ed, and whose day is hardly begun—those
who have not the gifts, or the kacwledge, or
the mental habits, or the spiritual power which
.is required for thoroughly effective work—
and deductiog also, as.] presume we must do,
«few who are unfit from other causes, such
as -sloth er amere prefessionaliem, then we
necessarily reduee the number of such men
as are able to cope with the pigantic evils
and errors of India—men able by the power

.of their teaching-and of their character to |

imoress the abservant and thinking natiwes
-with a sense of the wuth and glory of Chuis-
tianity.
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CUARACTER OF TUE MISSIONARIES.

In regard, however, to the moral character
of all those missionaries. Irej ice to say that
our information, derived from every quart-r,
fully realiseu our hopes that they were worthy
of the Churches which t'ad sent them forth.
Hindoos and Christians, natives and Europe-
ans of every rank and cl ss, were unanimous
in their h ar'y testimony upon this point,
and fully appreciate the unselfishness ot their
motives, the sincerity of their convictions,
their intimate knowledge of and interest in
the natives, and the wholesomeness of their
infiuence upon the whole body of Indian so-
ciety. Among these missionaries, too, there
are some cverywhere who, as regards mental

ower, learning, and earnestn ss, would do

onor to any Church, and who have largely
contributed ‘o advanee the interests of social
science, Oriental literature and history, as
well as of Christianity, and who have a right
to deepest respect, sympathy, and gratisude,
from al: who have at heart the conversion of
India. It is gratifying and assuring to know,
also, that the number of missionaries and of
their sta ions i steadly on the increase, while
conversions increase in a still greater ratio.

* MISSION STATISTICS.

In oo far as the results of missions in India
can be given by mere statistics, these have
been collected with remarkable care, and
published in 1864 by Dr. Mullins, himself
an able and distinguished missi nary. From
these we gather that there are in round
numbers about 140,000 natives in Hindostan
profess.ng Christianity;28,000 in communion ;
with u »wards of 900 native churches, which
coutribute £10,000 annually for the support
of the Gospel. About 100 natives have been
ordained to the ministry. while 1390 labour
as catechists. Upwardsof 33,000 boys and
8000 girls receive a Chriz an education at
mission schools. Asa wmeans as well as a
result of mission work, I may state that the
whole Bible has been translated into fourteen
of the’languages of India, including all the
principal tongues of tte empire; the New
Testament into five more ; and twenty sepa-
rate books of the Old and New Testament
into seven more. These mission agencies
are scuttered over all India, and shine as
sources of intellectnal, moral, and Christian
light amidst the surrounding darkness of
heathenism. Now, surely some good and
lasting work has been thus done, and seed
sown by these means, which may yet spring
up in the heari< of men.

But I will by no means peril the results of
missions on any mere statistics. Not that I
have any doubt as to the care and honesty
with which these have been furnished or col-
lected ; but because of the impossibility of
obtaining by this method & just impression
of what has been actually accomplished by
! Christian missions. To some they would
| seem to prove too much, uniess the races, the
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