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«f Scri; ture on the point is accounted for Dy
eceeprance of the moral command of the De-
calvpue, T am utterly at a loss 10 know how

TLE MONTIHLY RECORD OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

It is to act on the principle of 1ts own Chris.
tian freedom limited on the one hand, as |
have said, by that inability to purchase this

cur fivods can make up the yequirements of | freedom at another’s expense, and, on the

the sacted day alter they have thrown the
Old ‘lustament averyonrd. * & *

i hold myself fiee on the first day of the
week 10 do what promotes my own spiritual
well-being, responsible to God, and 1o God
ouly, for what I do, and that I toke to be
keeping the Sabhuth.day holy to the Lord,
avd resting to Him. But the twofold limiw-
tion wuat be keptinmind. On the one hand,
I buve no right to purchase this spiritual im-
provement ut my feliow.cieatures’ expense.
God, who kuew our selfishness, when he bade
Israel rest, bade him let his caitle, and his
siaves, and the strangers living within his
gates, rest too, lest he should be resting and
they working for his gain. And just so—
though it is but an illustrarion—just so, I
have no right on the Lord’s-day to purchase
my Christian freedom or my spiritual privi-
leges at the cost of my fellow.creatures’ rest.
And there is another limitation as stringent
as that.  * All things are {awful for me, but
all things are not expedient.  If meat make
my brother to offend, T wiil ent no flesh while
the world standeth, lest T make my brother
to offend.” An icol is nothiag; ux idol sacri-
fice isnothings meat that had been presentedin
an ido} shrine was neither better nor worse
than if it had wever been there, hut yet if
there were men who thought that by eating
that meat St, Paul, or any other Christian,
was doing reverence to the idol, he was for-
bidden to partake. And so there are many
things, Moderator, and fathers, and brethren,
that I have often felt to be perfectly right and
fair for me —things that would have done me
good on the Lord’s-day—from which I seru-
pulously abstained, because I knew I should
have heen misconstiued; for though they
were weaker brethren, in my opinion, that
would have misconstrued me, still they were
hrethren, and I would not offend even them.
And thus, after all that Dr. Macleod said of
the impossibility of keeping the Fourth Com-
mandment, I repeat that I can keep it, net
perfectly—God forbid that I should say that
—hut as perfectly as I can keep any other
commandment of the law of love,  He speaks
much of Christian freedom ; I find my Chris-
ian freedom in oheying the Fourth Com-
mandment ; in remembering the Sabbhath-
day and keeping itholy to the Lord. Then,
pushing this a little farther—a nation, a cor-
poration, a company, just because each of
these unions of men consists of men, has, and
ought 0 have, Christian liberty, and is and
ought to be, responsible for the exercise of
it, and I say every rule that applies to the
individual applies also to the nation—so that
the nation in its enactments, the corporation
or company in its preceedings, is to do what
it believes to be right and good, aud tending

to good, as keeping a day holy to the Lord. !

[

" other hand, by that danger of making othy

brethren to cffend, I need notdwell on thew
views. It is admiited by all the best Chris.
tians i9 our land, and it is a great hlessing
that it is sv admitted, that every body of
men, juined together for any public purpose
have a corporate conscience and a corjorate
responsibility appointing them to do what in
them lizs to keep for themselves, and enable
others to keep the Sabbath-day holy.

‘There 12 just one point of view I may men.
tion in a parenthesis ere I hurry to be done,
and it is this—We are not to make the
Lord’s-day a day of gloom; and Christian
parents and others having charge of youtn
must seek God's help, (and I know not for
what they will need it more), to tell them how
to make it a day distinctively religious, and
vet not a day of gloom and dread. Tn
poirt of fact, I believe it cannot be a gloomy
day it it is really a holy one. There ae
many, of conrse, whe think everything reli.
gious gloomy—to whom heaven itself would
be dull. Such people, do what we will, we
can never conciliate until we crowd, as they
do on many parts of the Continent, our dane-
ing parties and the benefit nights of the actors
of the theatres within the compass of the day.
light of the Lord’s-day. It is a day when we
are to remember our Master, and to have a
religion like that which was His—loving 1o
God and kind to man ; a day when we are to
rest from sin, and shame, and work, and
care—a day devoted to kind deeds and holy
thoughts—to happy family intercourse, to
blessed neighbourly charity, and to holy
spiritual communion with the God and
Father of our spirits. We shall never sue.
ceed in making men think it not gloomy—
some men, I mean—if it is in itselfreligious;
hut we are to strive that whatever they may
think, it shall not be in its own nature
gloomy. * * * And thus I believe that
we can hold the sacred and perpetual obliga-
tion of the Decalogue, because it is a moral
law—that we can hold this most firmly, and
at the same time have all the Christian lib-

erty which others would purchase by throw- .

ing the Decalogue from them. And when I
see in other countries, or when I hear at
home, descriptions of Sabbaths, not like this
of Scotland, [ am glad that both in the coun-
try and in the, town we have fathers, and
mothers, and children enjoying theit day of
rest, and trocping to the house of God ; and
when 1 see it, there seems to me—and the
metaphor, [ think, would bear examination
—there seems to me to be upon our Sabbath
a sober stillness like that of our mountain
heights, hearing, as they do, the impress of the
Creator’s hand.



