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pause for a momient to refer to the great loss whieh our courts in
England have sustained by tbe untixnely death of Lord Parker;
bis wus one of the acutest intellects that bas ever been brought te
bear upon the study of law, %vhether municipal or international.
It was deeided in that case that there is no power in the Crown by

adn:inister. The decision on this point followed the principles

whic wee ofen nuncate byLord Stowell wvhile it over-ruled
a dctu totheconrar whc-aproceeded froin that great Judge

onoeoccasion. XVhit Lord Parker said was that the cour-t ivill
give the utmost %veight to every such order, short of treatîng it
as a bindling declaration of law, and he cleflned the position of the
courts wvith reference te orders-in-couincil in the folle wing ternis:

"An order autborizing ýreprisais wîll be conclusive as to the
facts whicb are recited as shewing that a case for reprisa] exists
and will have due wveight as shewing what, in the opinion of is
Majesty's advisors, are the best or only means of meeting the
emergency. But this will not preclude the right of any party
aggrieved to contcnd, or the right of the Court to bold, that these
means are unlawful as entailing on neutrals a degree of incon-
venience unreasonable considering ail the circumstances of the
CasBe."

If the right of neutrals to carry on trade woro absolute, it
would n'ake the right of reprisais a niere siinuincru;r..m to borr<w
a phrase once used in this connection by Lord Suniner. The
question always is, iS the Ln'otint of initerferenc withi îeutrals
unreasonable?

In the present w.ar, Germany entirely threw into the sdîade die
action of Napoleon and the decrees of Berlin and Muiai.. Napo-
leon's deecees, outrageous as they were, ivben comnpareýd wvith the

* submarine canîpaign seeni innocence itself. The Biritish waters
were deelared by the Cerman Government to be a "military zone,"'
AIl vessels trading within that arca--I3ritish and neutral alike-
were te ho sunk. There was vast Iosi3 of life and untoLc 3ufferii-tg
as the result of this submarine cainpaign. The provocation
offered by Napoleon was nothing te that eccasioned by these
measures of the Kaiser. Anly retaliation i kind by Great Britain

w impossible, for two reasons: in the first place, there were no
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