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JuQtices of the Ciuntv, the Grand Jury attend-
îng for mnunicipal pirrposes. It bas a iimited
juridciction ini criminal matters whi½b of late

yeas as aleîîLi elino dsuo.Tie duties
nio- performe s . this Court are conlined al-
tnost entirely te local and municipal purposca.

MACISTnÂscsS COURTS,
liasing Juri ;diction in actions of debt, pre-
sided over by one Justice, svhen tbe -wbvole
dealin, or cause of action does nlot exceed $20,
and by tw o wbc're it is ahove $,20, but docs
flot excecd $SO, exist in every County of tbe
Province. *Where a trespass bas been comn-
mitted by horsos, caIlle, &,c., and the damages
do not exceed $12, a Justice of tbe Peace may
tr-y il, providing no question of tille te land
asris~es; and if tbe caIlle alleged 10 bave been
trespassing are detained, and the alleged dam-
age is not beyond $12, a Justice may grant a
xvrit of replevin for tbe same. Two Justices
miy becar and determine ail complaints for
conînon. assauit and battery, aud miay try
bastardy case's, and inay grant orders of affili-
ation. Prosecutions for illegal sale ofiîntoxi-
cating liquors are niso confided to 1w o Justices.
T he criminal jurisdiction now possessed by

Masrtsin Nova Scolia, ont of Sessions,
bas been conferred by Dominion Legislation.

ELECTIVE BENCHERS.

We reg-et te sec tbat the proposition te
mnake the Bencbers of tbe Law Society elective
bias again been brougbt before the Legisiature.
Tbe present B-11 is bowever a Government
asseasure, and may bc expected to be, as il in
fact is, more moderate and better digested than
the cru de B3ill of last Session. Whilst we may
rejoice at tbis the cause of rejoicing is but
sinaîl, for il is tbe prinr.iple tbat we objcl te
more than the details.

Iu Ibus objecting la the, principlo involved,
if we do net speak for the majority of tbc pro-
fession, sve dlaim te do so for those of the largest
experien ce, and those who bave bad most occa-
sion te tbink carefully on tbe subjeet, and te
wbose opinions we would give tbe most weight,
and we now allude to those who bave no con-
nection with the present management.

The question now is, nlot whether tbere are
defects, for that may for bbc sake of the argu-
mient bo admitled, but whethcr tbe proposed
change will remcdy tbe alleged evils, and
whcthcr the cure will not be worse than the

diseuse. Desperale cases nsay require despe-
rate treatinent, but to speak of anytbing being
desparately bad in the present management is
simply childisb exaggcration. For even ad-
mitting all tbat is alleged, we can stili boast
tbat tbe Law Society of tbis Province, aud ils
systemi of education for students, and ils
management in gencral is equal, if not superior,
bo any sîmilar institution in tihe world. Why
Iben such a violent remedy for so mild a ds
case. Tbe efeot must surely be bad; it cannot
in tbe ordinary course of events be otberu ise.

Probably notlsing that can now be said sviii
affect the result of the present bill, and il will
perbapa be only left for us tb make bbe best of
svbat wo cannot avoid-for even many of those
who strongly disapprove of tbe change tbink
il mosl prudent to accept the present situation
and secure as moderato an act, and containing
as many safeguards, as possible-but w-o can-
not allow the Bill to go as il wero by default,
or tacitly admit that there is only one side te
the question.

Wbether it would not be wiser lu those w-e
bave just alladed to, as in tîsose who are re-
sponsible te lthe profession and public for tbeir
future as wcIl as present well bcing, bo resist
any burried action, aud ascertain tbe calm dis-
passionate voice of bhc profession (wbich sve
coutend bas neyer yet been donc), afler bear-
ing tbe argumeints on both sides, may well be
questioned. Il mustrnol be forgoilen also that
a House composed of the elements that must
neccssarily be found there is emninently unfit te
discuss the subjeet with advantage; aud of the
lawycrs that are members of bbc bouse, we
may safely say witbout fear of otl'ending: tbem,
tbat Ibere are very few tbat the profession
wou.ldl choose to decide upon a question so vital
te their intereaits. Besides this, party politics
enter largely even mbt matters of Ibis kind,
Again, there is no second bouse te act as a safe-
guard on hasty legislation, and il requires na
ordinary courage and strength in bbc leader of
a governinent te stand up against oulside pres-
sure, when he is not backed up by an ljpper
Ilouse (wbicb unfortunabcly aur constitution
deniles la us) less amenable t0 bhec voice of a
fickle public, and nlot swayed by bbe influences
tbat govern an elective body.

Even hastily as cbanges are now made, the
blouse evidently felt a difficulty when atternpt-
ing to aller bbe details of Ibis Bill, and handed
it over wibh rather ludicrous alacrily ta tboser
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