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THE COURT OP STAR CHAMBER.

of the mischief of frequenting stage plays,

Mr. Prynne had referred to Nero, and

spoke of Flavius and others conspiring to

inurder luira for the influence of lis "llewd

example " upon the magistrates and peo-

pie. The Chief Justice concludes from,

this that the author intends to instîgyate

the people to miurder the king. "If sub-

jects have an iii prince, marry, what is

the reinedy l They must pray to God to

forgive him, and riot say they are wortby

subjects that do kill him." Hie at last

addressed the prisoner: "Mi\r. Prynne, I

M~ust now corne to my sentence, though I

amn very sorry, for I have known yon,

long, yet now I utteily forsake you."

The Earl of Dorset, another of the court

was even more abusive. it is not, there-

fore, to he wondered at, that, iii the ex-

ercise of their unliînited power, pour

]Prynne was made to feel the full measure

of their indignation. Hie was deprived

of bis right CIto practice as a barris ter;

condernned to stand in the pillory at

WVestmninster and in Cheapside ;'to bac

his cars,-one àt one of these places, and

the other at the other;- to pay a fine of

£5,000 , and to bie iiîiprisonied during

life. I)orset wislied to aLIl branding in

the forehead, or slittin(ý bis nose, and to

have lis fiue £10.000 ilustead of £5,000.
But a mi of Prynne's teînprarnent

and nerve wvas niot to be silenced by

mere corporal punislirnent, and soine four

years afterwards we find huîni again before

this court, for publishîug whiat they chose

to call libels. It was at this tirne lie was

condemned unheard, as bas been before

stated, because lie could not tind counsel.

bold enougli to sign bis answver to tbe in-

formnation against buîn. Ipon bis being

placed ut the bar to receive his sentence,

Fincli, the Chief Justice, looking care-

fully at birn, rerrnarkcd that hie tboug-ht

Mr. Prynne bcd no cars, but it seerned to

him lie liad. The uisher of the court wvas

ordered to raise bis hair anc1 sbow bis

ears, wheui the lords wvere angry to flnd

tbat only a part of thei lîad been eut off,

to whicii Prynne wittilY rivplied: "There

was neyer one of their honors but Nvould

be sorry to bave bis cars as bis were."

Laud was particuIgrly bitter and severe

in pronounceing sentence. The books ai-

legcd to be libellous wvcre religious works,
and fell under the Ircbbishop's special

censure ; and the sentence pronounced

upon himl was that lie sbould pay a fine

of £5,000, stand ini t he pillory, 108e the
remaining part of bis cars, be branded

IlS. L" on each cbeck, and be perpetu-

ally ixnprisoned in wbat lie calis a Ilnasty

dog-hole," at Carnarvon Castie in Wales.

Ail of wbich was rigidiy inflicted until

the revolution, which deprived these pre-

lates of their pover.
The case of Liiburne was equally cruel

and outrageous with tbat of Prynne,

thougb, frcm the temperarnent of tbe man

and the airnost cagerness witb which lie

courted xnartyrdorn, we are not apt to,

regard it with the sense of indignation

tbat we feci in readiug that of Prynne.

Lilburne was a young man, only twenty

years old, wben arraigned for being con-

cerned in printing and pnblishing, certain

controversial wvorks upon tbe Litany and

other like subjects'alleged to be seditious.

11e wvas put to the bar with. an old man

cigbty-five ycars of age, cbarged with the

sanie offence. As tbey refused to take

the oatb wlien interrogated by the court,

tbey were for this both sentenced to pay

a fine aud stand iii the pillory ; and he,

being a yourig man, to be wbipped

tbrough the streets from the Fleet prison

unto the piibory, wherever the court

slîould erect tbat. lie was kept in prison

from February to April, wben ho was

p]aced in a cart, stripped, and whipped

withi a treble-corded wbip, ail the way

froni the Fleet to Westmnster, where

the pillory was placed, at least five bund-

red strokes in ail. The tipstaif of the

Star Chamber was tben sent to know if

be would acknowled-e bis fauit. This

lie refused to do, aithougli by so doing

hob would bave save standin.g in tbe pil-

lory. Hie was accordingly placed in this,

and reniaiued tbere two hours, wiitb bead

uncovered, iu a bot sun, his back dread-

fully lacerated by the blows bie bad re-

ceived; aud hoe irnproved tbe occasion by

addressiug, the people around him, ani

scatteriflg pamplilets amongst thîer.

After contiiîuing this at a, great length, ho

says "There caine a fat lawyer,-I do

not know bis namae,-auid comrnanded

me to bold my peace and icave my preach-

îng,." This, of course, lie refused to do,

aud wvent on with bis discotrsc to the peo.

pie. After continuing this a while, the

warden of the Fleet camne Nvith tbe sanie

fat lawyer, and commanded hiim to bold

his peace. But lie refusing again, tbey

gagged bim, and kept bim an bour and a


