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POPULAR AND PRACTICAL ORNITHOLOGY.

IIl.-THB UPLAND PLOyER.

BY NORMAN' CRIDDLE, TREFESBANK. MAN.

When viewed from a short distance, Upland Plovers miglit
be described, briefly, as grayish-brown abave; the colour in
reality, is made up of gray-brawn and black markings. Beneatb,
they are white with black arrowhead-shaped dashes on the
upper breast and alang the sides. They average about twelve
inches in length.

This ployer. Sa far as Canada is caftcerned, is a bird af the
Middle West and thaugli it is found in migration, casually, fram
coast ta coast, its chief breeding grounds are western Manitoba
and eastern Saskatchewan, extending, hawever. southward ta
Virginia and narthwesterly ta Alaska. It Winters in Mexico
and South America.

This bird lias previously passed under a variety of names,
inany af them loca. Until recently, it bas been known as
Bartiamians Sandpiper. The popular tangue however, was
neyer able ta master such a cumberaus titie and so the A.O.U.
changed it ta ane more easily uttered and which, was alreadv in
common use ln varlaus parts af the bird's range. The naine, as
it is, is aima a very appropriate one, applying as it does ta a bird
that is decidedly upland in habit, preferring the dry prairies
wbich are broken by smmii bluffs. particularly if the land be
sandy. There is reason ta suspect, however, that this pref -r-
ence for sandy sali is, after ail, due not Bo mucli ta an act ma
liking for the "aI as far the food faund upon it. Sucli mi, on
account af its extra heat and inability ta support as dense a
vegetation as the richer land, proves mucli more suitable for
the bzeeding locusts, more particularly those species that la
their eggs ini the ground. Here they flturisit and if flot cecekr
often become troublesame pests. Now, the chief food aoUpf n
Plovers is these very members af the order Orthoptera-lousts,
graasboppers or any other of the happer tribe. Hence, the
association is more than probable due ta food cansuderations.


