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THE SECOND CHAPTER IN THE STORY 0F THE MI1GRA-
TION OF BIRDS OF THE PAST SPRING.

By G. EIVRIG

In the May number of the "'Naturalist " the present writer
published an account of the remarkably early al>pcarance of
sûnie of the bird migrants in this -icinitv, whcn there was nothing
be-re whatever to tempt them to corne earlier, together witb the
prc' ble reasons for this phenomenon. Appended was a 114t
of 2,. species, that were the Iistcomers this spring. That was,
if you please. the >irst chapter in the story of the past season's
migration. It was an auspicious and pronusing Iooking one.
However, the end in the migration didi flot l'ear out the proiss
of its beginning. The second chapter is an unsatistactor,. yes,
even a mnclancholy and sad oSt.

Whcn May, tht principal migration month, came, it came
not as us".l smiling. laden weith fresh green leaves and lilossonis;
but darsme. gloomy, witli lack 0f sunsbine and warmth.
Tht violent snowstorm on May 4th. leaving about six inches of
snow on the ground, was but a foietaste of what was to corne.
Sucb extraordinarily cold veather had flot been recorded in
MaLv for manv vears. There were heavv trusts at night, and

ocainlslight snow flurries as late as the 28th. Nor weire we
here the only sufferers tram this winter wetr in IIav. It is
recorded as the coldest May for 35Sycars at Washington. and at
Detroit. Fort Wayne. mnd.: yes, eýen at St. Louis. wheve the
wnrter had occasion to go in Mav, conditions were the same.
To see funs worn ini Mav is certailv a novel sight for St. Louis,
but it was a v-erv cammon ont this ycear.

he eflect of this on plant and animal lite was naturallv a
ver marked ont. Vegetation practicallh remained at a stand-
stli throughout Mlay. The b2uds that wiere on thc trees in tht
beginning of May remained mnpeduntil almost the end; the
trem were nearlv bare. Insect lite was corr-1es-pondingly kcpt
back. Musquitos, fies, etc.. veu tew and tar between, also tht
numerous «»Bi insecis trequenting the ntwly opencd blaucuns
and leaves. And the effect of ail this on bird. was sml

disstrus.Tlhe arrivai of Most speies wu% vervconsiely
delved, asithe Iist givcn below shows. For instnc, trne chimuey
switt, 1906, April 30;.1907, May 10; bouse wen, May 2-9; spot-
ted sandpiper. May 2-19; yellovw warbier, Nday 4-13; bobolink.
May 5-18; bla4-l-throated green warbler. Mav 7-16; pama
varbier, May 7-15. The lenst flycatcher. whcsc e "dwc, froni
which it aise çets a namne, cmu he heard in tra of our sbtret am
msmon as it arrves, came in 1906. May 11 th-which alteady was
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