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ic)o61 THiE IDENTITY 0F ERIOPHORUI< CHA1IISS0,NîS. &C. 6.;

ing spike broadly abovoid instead of oblo, - - the asnthers cordate-
elliptic, about i mm. long, instead of linea., ajout i fine 1.5- mm
long ; and the bristles briglit white isistead of reddisih. These
différences were perfe,ýtly understood by Meyer when lie origin-
atly piublished E. Chamissoniç; and it is quite clear that those
botanist%; wbo, like your cto.rre%pondent, mtinhain that Nlever had
in mind E.S&keucliseri(E. capi/zIum) cannot h-ive taken the troulfle
to read carefully Mleyer's original ctiscussiý,'n of E. Ghtzmi*sstniç, for
there Meyer says "4Er. ca:pitkaur Hoffin. differt spica suhrotundi
spatham aequante nec non antheris brevibus cordato-ellipîica<;."

9. When, howvever, 'we compare Eriophorum russcolum, or
Fries'N owei description of it, with the original detailed description
of E. Chamissonu and the fine pl:ate of Cbamni's&ss plant, we must
admit that in ibeir oblong spikes, long linear anihers, and reddish
bristles, they are quite identical ; and that in i8-Q, before heing
prejudiced by the confusion of' the .Ahai elernent wvith the Kam-
chatkan and Unalaskamn type of E. C7uznuutonis, Fries w;a% quite
right in deciding that it wvas best to suppress hiç own E. riissea-
Inn#. a ctiure twhih 1, tollowed nait on Y hy the writer but 1-y
Richter, and some other European students of the group.

The foregoing notes are mucli longer thaîî 1 should ordintrily
ask you Io publish, but, since your correspondent bas seen fit to
doubt the care wvith whicb the identity of E. russeolum and the
earlier E. GIuamissonis bas been worked oui, it is necessary bî) e
state wh:a is already published in my earlier notes.
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