
1901] Ati-ANNJAL ADbRESS. 9

these respects an icleal paloeontologist, and his contributions to
the paloeozoic faunas of America are of tremendous value. There
wvas a large element in bis resuits wvbicbi bis contemporaries in
American paloeontology did flot infrir>ge upon nor conmpete wvitb,
the fauinas of the early Silurie ; and had hie flot lived and laboured,
or were our knowledge of these faunas debilliingsed, the science
wvould be throwvn backward a generation. There is littie danger
of future paloeontologists forgetting their oblig-ations to Elkanah
Billings, fiather of a tbousand paloeozoic children. His narne wvill
alwvays reniain familiar to, and hionoured by the workers in the
science to wvhich hie devoted bis life."

Prof. R. P. Wbitfield thus writes 1 neyer met Mr. E.
Billings but twice, once at Albany, N.XT., and again at
Montreal wvhile looking througli the Survey Museum wvitli
a class of students from the Troy Polytechinic Institute. Mr.
Billings wvas sick at the time but came into the Collec-
tion and spent some time wvitbi us and interested us ail much
with the collections then under bis charge. I bave been familiar
with bis work in Paloeontology and also witb some of bis more
popular articles in tbe magazines and have admired his keeiî
appreciation of the nature of the objects witbi which bie wvas deal-
ing. He must bave bcEen a close student of Nature- and have
fully appreciated and understood the bearings of the objects with
whiclh lie wvas dealing.

"His Paloeontological xvork is very well known and thoroughly
appreciated among alI workers in ihat line of investigation and
wvill stand as a lasting Monument to bis credir."

The Hon. C. D. Walcott, Director of the U. S. Geological
Survey, Washington, D.C., lias sent the following communica-
tion :

II am very mucli pleased to learn that it is intended to
present a memorial portrait of the late Mr. E. Billings to the
Geological Survey Museum. It will be a fitting tribute to the
man wvho did so mucb to assist Sir William Logan iii un-
reavelling the stratigraphic geology of the Paloeozoic rocks in
Canada. 1 have always regretted that I was flot personally
acquainted xvith Mr. Billings, as 1 was imipressed, xvben study-
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