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at hand, and generally declined any thing like
Yiberality in the cuuse of Christ. At length the
LA began to take away lis property und his
health, ut one time a cow would die, then 2 hone,
and such logses futlowed in quick suceession,

Nexthsown bady wesalllicted. Hesuffered a
scrotutous doease i oae vb s vmbs, whieh re-
sulted wats amputation,  Bat all these things nei-
ther sotiened nor opencd us heart, but scemed to
fumish addtional exeuse for us  covetowsuess,

2 was then tuken sich with the typhus fever, und
his two dangnters were svon prostrated with the
same distase.  Qae of them died, and the other,
with himself, scarcely survived,
flict.on lus pastor vistted lum agam, and enguired
if this chasusement had not served to wean h:m
from the world? "The roply was unsatisfuctory.
H: believed he had a reusonable excuse for fus
course. He was cautioned to beware of his
wo:ldly spirit, aud, as a Chnstian, to apprehend
further chastenings.  Soou they came upon him.
A beloved son nearly out of his minority was taid
lowin death, and then the distracted man cried out,
4 itis enough.,” At the next mecting for mission=
ary purposes he came forward, and, to the astonsh-
ment of lus friends, exceeded the combined libe-
rality of them all, ard then remarked, *“the Lowd
has taught me, 1 a way I deserved, to serve him
with my person and my propeity.” ‘I'ne remam-
der of his life he was a most aclive, consistent, de-
voted ard libesal Ciristiun, always tegretting that
so much of his life had beensouseless. Surely we
are not our owl.

Fiseellancons,

THE BIBLE.

From the Infroduction lo « T'he Bards of the
Bible,” by the Rev, GzorcE GiLriLL, .

It has substantially hut one declaration tomake,
but it utters it in the voices of the creation,  Shin-~
ing forth from the excellent glosy, its lights has
been retlected on a2 myriad intervemng objects, ui!
it hus becn at lenyth uttempered for our carthl
vision, It pow beams uponus at once from’ the
heart of man and fiomn the countenance of nature.
It hasarrayed itself 1n the chirms ot hiction.  Ithas
gathered new beauty fiom the works of creation,
and new warmth and new power frum the very
passions of clay. 1t has pressed mto isservice the
an'mals of the lorest, the tlowers of the ficld, the
sturs of heaven, all the clements of nature.  “The
lion spurning the sands of the desert, the wild roe
Yeaping over the mountamns, the lamb led 1n silence
to the slaughter, the goat speeding to the wilderness,
the rose blossomning in Sharon, the hly drooping in
the valley, the apple tree bowing under ats frun,
the great 1ock shadowing a weary lund, the niver
gladdening the dry place, the moon and the morning
star, Carmel by the sea, and Tabor among the
mountains, the dew from the womb of the monng,
the rain upon the mown grass, the rambow encom-
passing the landscape, the light God’s shadow, the
thunder His voice, the wind and the carthquake H:s
footsteps,—all such varied objects are mude as 1f
naturally designed from thesr ereation to represent
Him to whom the Book and all its emblems point.
Thus the quick spint of the Book has ransacked
creation to lay its trewsures on Jehovah’s altar—
united the innumerable rays of a far-streammg

lory on the little hill, Calvary—and woven 2 gar-
ﬁnd for the bleeding brow of Immanuel, the lowers
of which have been culled from the gardens of a
universe.
RELATIONS OF THE BIELE TO MAN,

In its relation to man, the Bible therefore stands
thusi—{t is the authority
bis belief ; it is the manual of the leading rites and
practices of his worship; as themanifold echo of the
voice of his conscience, st constitules the grand

At this last af-

for the main principles of | where suns godown and disappear, like bubblesin

standard of his morality; it is his fullest and wost
anthentic missive from his Makes; it is his sole
torch mto the darkness of the unseen wo:ld 5 2l his
science, his art, ard his philosophy, 1t wms at, und,
ut tust, (n the comse of tts own developuient, for
titis “n lue unfoldmg itsels ), shall succedd in
drawng mio harmony wath s’ princapies; and of
fus poetry, 1tis the johttest 1each, Tuus 1t isdesigied !
at vnee to cotumand and to chitm, 10 subdae and
tosublmiate, the mund of man ;) 10 comnatd s be-
hiet' nto obedience—:0 chano lus heart and his

S8TOP THAT THOUGHT.

From the New Yorle Observer.

A wickedthought ! Cull it adrop if you please,
s0 minute a portion 1s it a man’s history.  But it
ks the Teartul power of attracting 1o 1iself other
drops, till wll atmomtions human aud divine are
suwept away by the flood. .

inagmatios—1t0 subdue s orl nature—and o
subl.mute the springs of s hope und goy; predess4
tned, 0o, to move alung with s progress, but to
moveusdid the fiery pilar with the arnnes of Is.ael
ibove and betore hunmi—'us guide as well as come
panton, directing s motions, wlule autenditg- ns |
march,  1ts power oves man hos, uced we say 2.
1bcen obstinately and®ong 1usisted—but resisted i
vain.  For ages has this artless, locsely-piled, little
book being exposed 10 the fire of the heenust inves-
tgation—a fire winch weanwhile bus consumed
coutewpluously the mythology of the lhad, the
husbandcy of the Georg.es, the historical truth of
Livy, the fables ot the Shuster, the “Talmud, ard
the Koran, the arusstic ment of many a popular
t poem, the suthonty of many a woik of phtosophy
and science. And yet thete the Bible hes, unhuri,
untouched, with not one of its pages singcd—with
not even the smell of fire huving passed upon it.
Many an attempt has been made to scare away
this ** Frery P.iku? of our wandenings, or o prove
itamere natst product of the wildemness’; bat'
ystll, mght afier mght, nses—Yike one of the sure
and ever-shnmg stars—.n the vanguard of the
great miuch ot man, the old columm, ghdmyg slow,
but-guding ceitunly, to tutne lanus of promse,
both i the Lfe thas s, and 1 that which cometh
hereatter.
THE BIBLE SCPERIOR TO ALL BOOKS.

‘The Book, we thus ure justitied in proclaiming
to be superior to ull other books that huve been, or
are, or shall ever be on casth,  Aud this, not that
it forestalls coming books, or mcludes all their
fessentsad truth withan it 5 not that, in polish, urt, or,
“mstant effiect, it can be exalted above the writen
Hnasterpieces of hunian gemus ;—what companson
n eluboration, any moie than what cetparison n
guth and greatness, between the cabnct and the
vouk; butitis, that the Bible, whne beaning on 1
'summnt the hues of & higher heaven, overstapping
twith'esse all human structure. and aspiritiotis—
in carth, but not of it—communicatiug with the
omumsciciies, and 1ecording the acis of the ammpo-
tence, of God= s at the same tme the Bible of the
puor and low ly, the cruteh of the aged, the piilow
of the widoy, the eye of the blird. the + boy’s own
1 book,” the solace of the sick, the hpht of the dying,
| the grand hope and refuge of sumple, sincere, aud
, SonQwing sprits ; 1t1s this whuch at once proclaums

its uneanhly ong.n, and so clasps it to the grcat

common heart of humanity, that the extinction of 1
the sun were not more monrned than the extuction
of the Bible, or thun even its recedwig fiom ats pre-
seat pride of place, For, while otlier boosks are
planets shinsng with refleeted radiance, this book,
like the sun, shines with ancient and unborrowed
ray. Other books have, to their lofticst aftitudes,
sprung from carth; tlus book looks down from!
heaven high.  Other books appzal to understanding

1

Other books seek curattention ; this book demands
it—it speaks with authonty, and not as the Scribes.
Other books gwde gracefully along the carth, or
onwards lo the mountam-summts of the ideal;
this, and this alone, conducts up the awful abyss
which ieads to heaven.  Other books, afler shining
their little scason, may perish in tlames, fiercer than
those which destroyell the Alexandrnan Library
this must, in essence, remain pure as gold, but un.
consumabl¢ as asbestos, in the general conflagra-
tion.  Other book may be forgotten 1n 2 umverse

|
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or fancy 5 this book to couscience and to faith, |

Cull it a particle, us of the small dust of the ba-
lance, yet it can attract othes particles il an over-
whelining mass shali bury the soul m perdition.

Anu mdulged wicked thought ; how long before it
excites other wicked thoughts 5 and they set on fire
the hateful passion of the soul. Each one of those:
thoughts 1s fuel to the tame.

We wouldstop the thiefin his assault on the hap-
pness of the community.  We could stay disease,
us we saw it widening the sphere of ils ravages,
¢ would stop the flame we saw kindling upon a
neighbor’s roof,  But how many - clements of evil
are wrapped upin u wicked thought ¢ What havoc,
mrestiuned, it wall make amony all the forms of
human happmess ! It 1samong sts minor evils that
it can waste property, and generate vices that will
ficreely torment tie human body, It looks for
noble same, and never failsto findit. It strikesat
that mo=t magninicent of Jchovah’s works, the im-
mortal soul, It ains at luying itin utterandever-
lasting ruin, “Therefore,

1. It is wisdom to stop that wicked thought.
All true philosophy directs us to the fountain for
the power we would have over the stream.  ‘lake
care of the spark if you would not have the flame
and the contlagrition.  When we stop the wicked
thought we lay our hand on the starting point of
action, We stand by the fountain and the polluted
stream  shall not issue from it  Human wis-
dom Jops off the branches when it assaults only
outward ¢val habt, But Divine wisdom lays the
ave at the root of the iec when 1t bids us stop the
wicked thought,

2, And s there less of kinduess than of wisdom
when we cry to the smmmg, * Stop that wicked
thouzht ! Do we not hallin the bud a most ter-
uble agent of mental sufiening 2 Does not a spark
die. when that wicked thought dies, that mnight
have handled the flawes of everlasiing remorse in
thut bosom !

Suppase that, with effeetual power, that rebuke
sestop that thonaht,”” had fallen on David’s car,
when the first impulse was given to that career of
it that made him an adulterer and murderer,
what shame and remorse, how many tears and ago-
nies would have been prevented !

1. d Judas stopped that thought which fired the
train of covetous emotion in his heart, and which
ended in the betrayabof his Lord, what amercy he
had done his soul ¢

Had the timd Peter repelled that unbelieving
thought which lud open his heart to the tempter
and caused the countless tears of remorse, what suf-
fering he had saved his soul !

Chnistian kindness never docs a nobler office than
when it secks to wither inits bud an unholy thought,
It gives a death-blow to a most temnific agent of evile

That thought of malice—stopit. Else it will ga-
ther other elements of flame, and burning more and
more ficreely as kindred thoughts and emotions
contribute to its power, and some dreadful deed of
Ulood prochits how greata matter 2 little fire
kindleth.

That thought of lust—let it die as soon as born.
It can live only to pollate. Itcan live only to

ther other vile thoughts into its company, and to
E?ndlc, by accumulation, such a passion as shall
clothe you with shame as with 2 niontle, and set
the undying worm to work in your m.

That thought of pride— stop it. It has fireda

the stream ; the memory of this book shall shi
the brightness of that eternal firmament, and as
, those higher stars, which are for cver and ever.

trein that has sent millions to perdition. Stop 1t
now, To-morrow it may escape your grasp, To-~
day it is perishable, To-morrow it will defy you.



