
Tlke Elenzenis.

ivould be i the dark. The liemisphiere, the sky,
the world, could only be illzinated as it is il]umi-
nated, by the lighit ot'the sun beinca frorn ail sies
andL in every direction reflected to lie eye, by parti-
cles as numerous, a3 thickly scattered, and as wide-
ly diffused, as are those of the air.

Another general quality of the atmosphere, is the
power ofevaporating fluids. T liettdjtiustmcnt of this

Suafity to our use is seen in its actionl upon the sea.
1 uthe sea, water and sait are niixed togrether fl-obt
intimately; yet the atmosphere raises thiewater, and
leaves theý sait Pure and freshi as drops of rain de-
scend, they are collected t'rom- brinc. If evaporati-
on be solution, (which seems to be probable,) then
the air dissolves the water and flot the sait. Upon
wbiatever it be fouudfed, the distiniction is critical;
so much so, that when Nve attempt to irnitate the pro-
cess by art, we must regrulate our distillation with
great care and nicety, or, together -with the water,
we get the bitterness, or at least the Listasteftulnes.,.
of tbe marine substance:- and, after ail1, it isown
to t1îis original elective power in Llthe air, that we can
efièct the separation whichi we wish, by any act or
mneans whatever.

By evaporation, water is carried up into the air:
by the converse of evaporation, it tidis down upon
the carth. AmiIlhow (toes itf-àll? Not bythe clouds
bcig allatç,one reconverted into water and de-
-cending rlike a sheet ; fot in rushing down in co-
lumans from aspout; but iii oderatc drops as from
a colander. Our wateriflg-pots are madfe to imitate
shoivers of raîn. Yet a priori, 1 should have thought
either of the two former niethods n2ore Iikely to
have taken place than the last.

By respiration, flame, putrefaction, air.is render-
0(1 u4ft Wi the support of anmal life. By the con-


