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It mîust )e, adînittod, 1îowever, that it places moral bofore
intellectual (Ievelopinent, but who that relleets will iiot ?
"Seek ye first, tie kingydom of hieaveni," Si(l oui' Lord, but

iniiniediatoly added, " and ail those tluingcs "-thie noccessaries of
humaniii life on its Ioffiest as wvoi1 as on iLs iowost planie-" shal
bo added unto you." Ascetieismi, it is truc, wvas abniornially
developed ini the eariy chnurcli. lIt cîîltivated a spirit of " offher
worldiss," as George El'liot cails it, repressing the body nîîd
its ploasures, aund creating a hiatred of the, îorld. Stich ivas
not the spirit of *iosns or his imîniiediate, disciples. Ihoy over-
c'aile the world, îndeed, but îîot by (tostroying it. Thecir
triumnphi ias a moral victory, îîot a physical attention. Christ
caile, oatiiîg ani (h'-ining,- hoe soughit the companionship of nmon,
hie hionoro(1 nirrag anlnaintaincd the sacredness of faniily
life, lie blessed the little childi'en, and tatight his disciples to
trace the presence of God ini nature, lie prayed in lus iast
recorded petition for bis owNv, inot that they iilit be taken ont
of the world, but that thiey nuiighit be kept front the cvii. If
iertulliaiî and Chrysostoni ald Jeroine condeinuîed all inter-
course \Vith the wvorl, and ail seeking after ilatural knowledge,
otiiers, as Basil, for exanîple, warmnly comncided culture. "We
oughlt to be avrmed wvith every resource, and to thîs cund the
reading of poets, historiaus. aund orators is very uisefutl," says
Basil. Charleinagune îvîscly wrote " th g it is botter to
do than to know, yet it is îîeccssary to know in order to be able
to do. lience wc admoniishi you not to niegleet the -study of the(,
sciences." Throughiott the lîistory of our era wve trace the
afflnity of the Christiailized mmiid for evory noble formn of
knoîvledge, and yct iL miust ho confe.sse-ýd that Chiristianity
everywhere gives the first place to î)Crsolal rîghiteouisness.

4. If the perfection of the Chîristian idea of education secîns
the resit of a slow developineut, it fornis no exception to the
general iaw of grrowth. Cliristianity bias hiad to deal îvithi rmcii
as it found thein. lit lias converted paigans into Christiais,
barbariaîîs inito seholars, diaiecticians inito scientists. If ail
ecclesiastical hierarchy at iRonie lias impeded radier thail
advaýnced the progress of huinan knowledige, it is iîot because
it bias becn fettered by any dioctrines of Christ, but because it
lias been grovernod by a sclfcentred conservatisni. Thie " Holy
lioiai, nipire" » as as distinetly a human cemation as the
Emipire of the Cioes.rs. Papal obstructivecess to scientifie
progress lias been a, purely strategie poiicy prompteci by tile
instinct of self -preservation. lIt lias ignoiniionsly fifled,

toghi Chiristianity itself bias triuniphced. 0 i h neie
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