
Iv 1833 the Board sent anether yoting mnan to Canton te superintend its
press and to offer to, the followers of Confucius the Gospel of Jeans Christ. IRe-
turning after years of henourable service, net as a printer only, but as editor,
translater, lexicographer, auither, sinologue, and diploinatist, Dr. S. \Vells
«%Villiams counted it one of lis highest honours that lie was called te be the
president of the Amierican Bible Society.

Tine dees net permit'ne te eall the long roll of missionaries, dead and liv-
ing, who as translaters, distributers, rnr ag(,ents, have liad a censpicuonus part
in promoting the circulation of the Scriptures in foreign lands. But it nmust
be said that the ability of the Bible Society te de anything in circulating the
Bible abroad, is largely due te nîissionary co-operation and ceuinsel. How
shaîl the word of God be printed ia a tengue which lias neyer yet been writ-
ten, and neyer paid allegiance te the name of our Redeemner?1

WVecannot tee much admire the pluck and patience of nmen wlie undertake
tcatch and tame unwritten words and Pmploy thoin to express inspired

tuth te inen who have neyer learned letters. m',ach language conquered and
enriched with Bible tarins; eaeli translation, attempting te express God's
truth in human formulas; each revision miade with larger knowledge of vo-
cabulary and idiom, opens a wîder range for the Bible Society te do its work.

1 hold in nîy hand the latest production of this kinà, issuied tliis very
month, finm the Bible Bouse, the New Testament in the language of the
Marshall Islands. Net thirty years bave yet elapsed since the iirst atteinpt
was made te reduce this language te writirig. Fifteen hundred copiet; of this
Testamnent will forin part of the cargo of the Morning Star next year. The

iGilbert Islands Testament lias already passed through nuinerous editions.
The Mortlock Isianders are reading theirs this year for the first tume. Next
year the Ponape Testament wil be complete. JCusaie lias aise, liad the

1printed Gospels. Se lve languages of the Micronesian group are already en-
riclîed wit]î the truths of inspiration. N

And this io part of the work of givingy the Gospel te such as sit in darkness
and ini the shadow of death. Seventy-five years age., the founders of thiese

Isocieties confessed that theywiere looking fur the iilennial day as close at
1haîîd. Who knows but before another seventy-five years has passedl away,
1the kingdomns of this world will have become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of bis Christ, and ali shall know hi- froin tîje least te the greatest 'i

But if that coxvgummation is reached, much, -very imuch work remains te be
Idone in the fields cultivated by this Board, and in the regiens beyond. Some
versions bora in this century, like thc Arabie, .Xrmenian, Bulgarian, Turkish,

IHawaiian, Dakota, and Mandarin, may become accepted chassies, neediag
b ut littie change ; but the entire Bible has been given te, coinparatively few
nations. Shahl 'we hohd back any part of it frein thei? As geod stewards
of the manifold grace of God, are we net under obligation te, give them
"Moses a nd the prophets " as well as Matthew and Paul 1

But the ishes are still "9wating for His haw." The cominon people in Japan
Jhave net yet read what Isaiali predicted of Christ. China, with all that lias
been d',ne for it, has net yet received its standard Bible, adapted alike te the
learneu and unlearned. Corea is only just spehhing eut the gospels. New
versions of tlîe Bible are needed for the Spanish and Portugueslsen

pepeof the western hemisphere. And ne one knows how mnany dialeots
must be studied and brouglît into subjection te Christ, before the Ildark con-
tinent " is illuminated with the radiance of the gospel.

Th~e grouuidwork of ail this must be done by missionaries. Years after-
ward, cenverta from paganism nmay revise and perfect tlîeir work. But thc
tlîeory of Protestant missions requires that ail oral teaclîing shall be supple-
inented and confirmed by an appeal te Seriptures. Se said thc fathers; se
say we ; and on this blessed work of providing for the nations the sanie ly
B3ook whichi we possess, may a lîeavenly benediction rest!
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