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AN INDIAN’STUDGMENT
ON MODERN CIVILIZATION,
Civilization, even in Christian and
Protestant comntries, is far from Jinving
attained jts advancement to perfeetion.
And various anomatlics exist in the most
improved nations, which surprise sav-
ages. A striking illustration of this
et we find in the judginent of Braudt,
the celebrted American ludian, who
Ll been fivored with an education at
Dartmouth College.  In reply to the in-
qutiries of a gentleman, ol Luropenn de-
seeanit, heds believed to have written the
fniowing letter regarding his view of
our various customss in evilized sueiety.
T'ue docwnient is o rave literary curios-
ity s but it is espeeinlly remarkuble, s
being full of just and weighty observa-
tivns by one partially emancipated from
the degradation of savago lite, atter hav-
uig taken o limited,bat shrewd, survey
of the condition of mankmd, in its ut-
most improvement, in the United States
and in Europe :—
My pear Sm,~-Your letter came safe
1o hand.  To give entire satistaetion, |
mast, I perceive, enter into the discus-
sion of & subject on which I have often
thought. My thuughts were my own,
nud being so different from the ideas
enterftined among your peuple, Ishould
certainly have carried them with mie to
the grave, had I not received your oblig-
ing favour, B

Youask me, theit, whether, in my
opinion, civilization is fitvourable to hu-
mwan happiness?  In answer to the
question, it may be auswered, that there
are degrees of civilization, from canibals
to the most-polite of European nations.
The question is not, then, whether a
degrec of refinement is not conductive
to happinass, but whether you, or the
natives of this land, have optained this
happy medimn, On this subject we
are at present, I preswme, of very difler-
ent opinions.  You will, however, al-
lgw e, in some respeets, to have had
the advantage of you in forming wy
Arnatients.,

1y, sir, buen of Tndinh parents, and
Lived whilo a ehild'umong these whom
you aio Feased o call savages, I was
afterwards sent to live atnongthe white
peopic, and cdncated at onc of your
schools j since which period I nave heen
honored much before 1wy deserts, by an
acquaintance with @ number of prinei-
pai characters, both in Eurcpe and
America.  After all this expericnce,
and adier every exertion to divest my-
self of prejudice Tam obliged to give
1y opinion in favour of my own people.

1 will now, as fruch aslawmable, col-
lect together and set before you some of
the rcasons that have influcnced my
Jjudgement on the subject now before us.
In the government you cafl civilized,
the happiness of the people is constuntly
sacrificed to the splendourof cmpire.—
Henee, your codes of eriminal laws have
had their origin ; from benee your dun-~
eons and prisons.

I will not enlarge on an idea so sin-
gular in civilized life, and perhaps dis-
agreeable to you; Iwill only observe,
that among us we have 7o prisons-—we
have no pompous parade of courts—e
have no written laws, and yet judgesare
us highly revered amongus as theyare
among you, and.their decisions as much
regarded.  Property, to say the least, is
as well gv.nrd , and crimes arc as im-
partially punished.  We have amongus
no splendid villians above the control of
our laws. Daring wickedness is here
never suffered to triumph over helpless
innocense ; the cstates of widows and
orphans arc never devoured by enter-
prisingsharpers. Ina word, we have
1o robbery under the colour of lgw. No
person among us desires any other re-
ward {or perforiming a brave or worthy
action, than the consciousncess of having
scrved his nation.  Qur wise men are
called “ futhers ;" they truly sustain that

e ;- character s they arc always accessible,

[ will not say to the meanest of our
people, fur we have none mean but
such as render themselves so by their
vices,

The palaces and prisons among you
form u most dreadful contrast, Go to
the former places, nud you will see, per-
haps, & deformed picee of carth assum-
ing nirs that hecome none but the Great
Spirit above ; gro toone of your prisons--
here deseription utterly fuils.  Kill them
if you please---kill them, too, by torture ;
but let the terture last no Jonger than 2
day.  Those youeall * savages” relent
the most [urious of vur tormentors ex-
hausts his rage in a {ew hours, nhad des.
patches the unhappy victim with a swd-
den stroke, l’crllmps itis eligible that
mcorrigible ollenders should sometimes
he cut ofl.  Letiit be done ina way that
15 not degrading to human  nature ; let
sneht unhappy men have an opportunity,
by the fortitude of’ their death, of mak:
ingan atonement, in some measure, for
the crimos they have committed during
their lives.

But, for what arc many of your pris-
oners confined?  For debt.  Astonish-
ing! Andwill you ever again call the
Indian nation, “'cruel 1’*  Liberty, to
rational eretture as much exceeds pro-
perty as.the light of the sun does the
most twinklingstur,  But you put thetn.
on a level,to the everlasting disgruee
of civilization.

1 kuew, while T lived among the
white people, many of the mostnmiable
contract debts, and 1 dare say with the
best intentions.  Both partics, at the
time of contract, expecet to find their ad-
vantiage.  The debtor, we will suppose,
by a trin of unavoidable misfortuncs,
fails 3 here isno crime, nor even fhult;
and yet veur kaws put it in the power of
the creditor to throw the debtor into
prison, and confine him there for life t-—
a punishment worse than death toa
brave man 3 wud I seriously declare, I
hod mather die by the most severe tor-
tures cver inflicted on the continent,
than languish in one of your privons for
asingle year!

Great Spirit of the Universe?! Aud
do you call yourselves Christians? Docs,
then, the religion of him whom youcall
your Saviouy inspire thespirit, and lead
to these practices?  Surely not? It s
recerded ef him that < n braised reed he
never broke  Cease, then, to cal)
vourselves * Christians,” lest you pub-
lish tothe world your bypoerisy. Cease,
ton, tocall other nations “savagze,” when
you are ten-fold more the children of
ereelly thrathey!

A CURIOSITY OF LITERATURE.
Aamstone Jaar, Mareh--, 18-—
Dean Motier—1t is with u broken
heart Iinfurn you that my death war-
rant arcived Just night, I hoped I
should have ge* off’ for transportation ;
but that was not to he.  Your poor son
Jack isto be hung on Monday moning.
Pray dear mother, come over aund sce
mo once before Idie. My heartis too
full to say any more. From your poor
broken-hearted son.

JOHN~———,

CaTiad, March—, 18—,
Dear Sox Jack—Iam very sorry
you cannot be transported insted  bein?
hung I'wouldcome overand see youonly
Mrs. Thompson’s great wash is on Mon-
day, and I want to yarn a shillin wen
Ican. Iam told Juck Catch has the
clothes what people are hung in. Do
not, dear Jack, be hung in your coat.
Put on yowr jucket, lcave your cout
with the turnkey, and I will get the
carrier to call for it. May the Lord
have mercy on your soul j ond pray dont
forget to Le hung in your jacket, X
remain your fectinate mother
MARY AN

Ricues.—Seek not proud riches, but
such as thou mayest get justly, usesober-
ly, distribute chcerfully, and leave con-

tentedly..

CUR]OS.(TI‘»@NObLﬁARﬂ‘llME'l‘IC'

Aq ecastern })rinoB was so much de-
lighted with the gmne of chess, which
hind been devised for his anusementthnt
he desired the inventor to name his
own rewavd, ‘The philosopher, however,
was too modest to seize the opportunity off
enriching himselfs hemerely begered of
his royal master n grain of corn for each
square on the chess table, donbting the
number in procecding from the first to
tho sixty-fourth square.  The kKing,
honoring his moderntion, made no seru-
ple of consenting to the demand ¢ huton
his treasurer making the necessary eal-
cubations, e was somewhat surprised to
find thatho had engagec to give nway
the impossible quantity of 87,076,425,
546,692,656 grains of' corn, or near two
hundred millions of bushels,

The story of the horse shoo is ofthe
same kind, and, like theabove, is usually
met with in books of seientilic recrention.
Aman selling o fine horse is to receive
for it nothing more than the valuo of the
twenty fourth nail of the animal’s shoes,
supposing that the first nuilis worth u
arthing, the second two, tnd so on donb-
ling cach time,  "The baygninis a toler-
ubly good one, since the  twenty-' arth
nail at this rate proves to be worth cighty
thousand dollars.

Suppose that ull the predigious number
of cggs in.n femnle herring, only 2000
comne tomaturity,and that cach of them
initsturn gives birth to the same num-
ber, half males and halffemales,  Inits
second year, we should have a family of
twelve millions 3 in the third, of’ two
thousand millions jand in the cight, the
number would e expressed by the
figure 2 followed by 24 ciphers.  This
number of herrings would not find room
cven ifthe carthwere turned intoa globe
of water,as its whole volume would fur-
nish ouly about a square inch for cach
fish,

A sprig of henbane sometines produces
50,000 grains 3 but if'we take the aver-
age at 10,000, the number of sprigs in
the ciglith generation would be express-
ed by 1 followed by 16 ciphers. At this
rate, it woulkl take ncarly the eatire
surfice of the globe to contain all the
kenbane produced from asingle plant
in four years.

‘Che population of the globe is supposed
to be under o thousand. millions.  If,
then, says o French writer, all mankind
were collected in one place, every four
individunls occupying u square metre,
the whole might be contained in « field
ten milessguare. Thus, generally speak-
ingthe population of n country might be
prcked, without much squeczing, in its
apital. But the mean idea this gives
us of the number of the human race is
counterbalanced by its capability of ex-
tension.  ‘The new world issaid to con-
tain of productive land 4,000,000 square
miles of middling quality, cach capuble
of supporting two hundred inhabitants;
and 6,000, 000 of a better quality, capa-
bleof supporting five hundred persons.
According to this calenlation, the popula-
tion of the new world, ns peace and civil-
ization advance, may attain to the cx-
tent of 4,000,000,000.  Ifwesupposethe
surfuce of the old world to be  double
thatof Amenca (and notwithstanding
the comparitive poverty of the lund, this
calculation may be accepted, if we say
nothing of Australia and the various Ar-
chipelagos,) it would support 8 000,000,-
000 ; and thus the agaregate population
of the entire globe might amount to 12,
000,000,000,0r twelve times the number,

How many curinus speculations sug-
gestthemselveshere § What space will
it take for the inhabitants of the earth
to increase to twelve times their. present
numb:xt Will sui}: incrcx;‘se ever tnkﬁ
place? Supposing thee toapproac!
when ¢the %ap&‘se i':' mn;ﬁu will bethe
condition of the then races of mankind 7
In what*way, through what proximate
causcs, will the number of births adjust
themselves to the number of deaths f—

1 Will war be once more resuscitated from
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the ashies of nges—for war must have
been dead to ndmit of the completion of
the rmuks of the speeies? Wil hatred,
want, misery, follow nz usunl the foot-*
steps ol'the duestroyer, and the earthswal-
low up the children which her unealen-
Inting instinets have produced ! But it
is folly to perplex ourselves wiltinguires
upon subjeets which are obvionsiy be-
vond the graspofthe intelleets  Allwe
know with certainty is, that the hinmas
world hns gone on furat least four thous.
and years, without ataining to mure than
oue twelfth part of its possible extent.—
Our kyowledge is Hmited and must ho
alwaysso. Not to talk ol the interior of
the curth which we can learn but little
about from hummering upon its crust,
we are ench individually ignorant even
of our fellow beings en the surliwe—
One of us may know somethingof'inscets,
and so ony but the mind does not exist
which is alle to comprehend the organic
world in its cntireness, Tt is said that
there nee 100,000 species of vegetables,
five or six times that number of inscets,
ubont 1200 of quadrupeds, 6500 of birds,
und 1500 of reptiles.  The sea we know
almostnsmuchaboutas the interior of the
enrth ; hot as its bottom isat Jeast deuble
the extent of the surfice of our continents
and islands, we may ronghly take the
number of its species animal and vege
ble, as equal to that of the speeies which
require atmospheric air.  As fur the
microscopic workd, there we nre entirely
lost; but in all probability it is ns eich in
specics as the world thatis cognisabile to-
our ordinary senses.  But il we take the
entire nunber oformuisedheingsat only
2,000 000, what human intelleet is ca-
pable of stidying them to any purpose?
If a man gave himself up to the task ns
the business of his life, attending to the
examination of cich species bt one
minute, and working incessintly during'
ten hotrs in the day,he would not accor-
plish the cursury mnreflecting survey in:
less than twenty years ! These consid-
erutions should ait least teach us hunility,,
and for the rest, we may safely trust in:
the Creator of these unspeakble wonders:
that His almichy hand will sustain thes
work which Hitomniscient wisdom zon-:
ceived, and that the same power which,
originated the plan will extend to its cone
swmnmation
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COMDAT
BETWEEN A HORSEZ AND A LION.

A nobleman, in the carly part of the
reign of Louis XV., having a very
vicioushorse, which none of the grooms:
or servants would ride, several of them.
having bheen thrown, and one killed,
asked leave of his majesty to have him
turned loose into the mcnagerie against.
one. of the lurgest lions. The king
readily consented, and the animal, on a
certain day, was conducted thither,

Soon after the arrival ofthe horse, the.
door ofthe den wasdrawn up, and the
lion, with great state and majesty,.
marched slowly to the mouth of it when
seeinghisantagonist, he sct upa tremen-
dous roar. The horse immediately
started and fell back, his cars erceted,,
hismanae miscd, his cyes sparkled, and.
something like 2 general convulsion
scemed to agitate his whole frame.—
After the firstcmotion of fear had sub-
sided, the horsc retired to a corner of the.
menageric, where, having dirccted his
heelstowards the lion, and having rear-
cd his head nbove his left shoulder, he.
watched with cxtreme cagerness, the
motions of his enemy. The lion, who

resently quitted the den, sidled about
Fo: more than a minute,as if meditating
the mode of attack, when, having suf-
ficiently prepared himsclf for the com-
bat, he made o sudden spring. at the
horse, which defended itself by striking.
itsadversary a most violent blow on the
chest. The lion instantly retrcated,
groaned, and scemed for several minutes
inclined to give up the contest; when,
recovering from the painful cffects of’

the blow, he returned to the charge with.



