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Joshah Allen and mo had viaitors, along
tho laat of the winter,—Abel Perry’ses folks
from ‘way out boyond Loontown,

They come in good sperits and the morn.
in’ train, and spent threo days and three
aights with o,

ou sco, they wuz re'ations of ourn, and
had been for somo time, entirely onboknown

to us, aud they come a huntio' usup They | th
eaid *“they thought relations ort to beled

hunted up, and hang together.  They szid
¢ the idee of huntin' us up had come to’em
after readin’ my book.”

They told meso, and I said, * Wall.”

1 didn't add nor demenish to that one
S Wall” For I didn't want to act too
backward, nor too forward I jest kep'
kinder ncutral, and said, ¢ \Wall,”

Yousee, Abel's father's sister in law wuz
stop-mother to my aunt’s second-cousia on
her father's side. ~ And Abel said that ““he
had felt more and more, as ie&rs went by,
that it wuz a barnin’ sbame for relations to
not know and love each other.” He sald

~—stho felt that ho loved Josiahand medearly.”

1 dido & aay right ont whother it wuz ve-
ciprokated or not, I kinder said, ** Wal},”

aghiu.

And I told Josiah, in perfect confidence
and the wood-house chamber, ‘¢ that I had
seen nearcr Telations than Mr, Perry'sea
folks wuz to us.”

Howsumerver, I dono well by ’cm. Joslah
killed a fat turkey, and X baked it, and dons
other things for their comfort, and wo had
quito a good time.

Abcl ‘was rather flowery and cothusias.
tick, agd his mouth a?ldlvtgcelxruzdmthea

e, but he meant well, I should judge,an
:ﬁmd quits a good time,

She waz very frecklsd, and a sccond-day
Baptist b gcnwa.sion, and was piecin’ up
» Kc quilt. She went a-visitin® a
g::iuul, snd got pieces of tho wimmen's

lwhem llil: mwdufor bg;ckc. So it
wuz quite o savin® quilt, and very good-
loo)d‘xla' considerin,

But to_rcsoom and continue on. Abel’s
folks mado us promiss on our two sacred
honors, Josiah’s honor and mine, that we
would pay back tho vieit, for, as Abel 2aid,
¢ for relatives o livo so clost to cach other,
and not visit back and forth, wuz & burnin’
shamo and o disgrace.” Asd Josish pro-
mised %hat wo would go right away after
sugarin’s

Vo wouldn't promiss on the New Tosta-
mcent, as Abel wanted as to (he is dretfal
enthusiastick) ; but we gin good
gramhes that we would go, and laid out to

ecp our two words.

So long a week or 30 after sughric’, Joslah
bezst mo onc day to go over to Mr. Per

seq,

Josish liked Abel ; thero waz suntbin’ in
his intenss enthusiastick natare and oxtra.
?gla&‘e mothods that wnz copgenial to

08

So I bein’ agreoable to tho idee, we set
out after dinncr, a-layin’ out to bo gono for
two nights acd ono hul day, and two parts
of days, a-goin’ and a-comin’ back,

‘Wall, wo got there onexpocted, a3 they
bkad come onto us. And we fousd ’em
plunead into tronble.

Their only child, a girl, who had married
a yonngbl:’wycr of Loontown, had jest lost
her husband with tho typus, and they wuz
a-makin’ proparations for the fancrsl when
wo got thore. She and her husband had

| come home on a visit, and he wuz {ook down f

bed-sick thero and diod.
1%l ’em I (olt liko death to think I had
desceaded down onto ’om at such a time.

messenges for us when we arrove, for, ho
sald, ** In a timo of trouble, then wuz tho
time, if over, that & man wanted his near
rolations clost to him.”

And ho sald *“ wo hed took a load offen
him b{ appearin’ jest as wo did, for there
would have been some delay in gottin’' us
ero, if the had boen d b

He £ald * that mornin' he had felt 50 bad
that ho wanted to dio,—it seemed as if there
wuzn't nothin’ left for him to live for; but
now ho felt that he had sunthin' to live for,
now his rolatives wuz gathered round him,”

Josiah shed tears to hear Abelgoon. I
myself dida’t weep none, but I wuz glad if
weo could be any comfort to ‘em, and told 'em

%0,
o And I told Sallg Ann, that wuz Abel'ses
wife, that I would do anything that I could
to help ‘em,
And sho 2aid ¢ overything wuz a bein’
doae that wuz necessary, Sho didn’t know
of but one thing that wuz likely to be over-
looked and neﬁlccwd, and t wuz the
crazy bodquilt.” ¢ Sho said * she would
love to have that finished, to throw overa
lounge in tho settin'-room, that wuz treyed
out on tho edges. And if I felt liko it, it
would be a great veliel to her to have me
take it right offon her hands, and finish it.”

SoI took out my thimble and needle (I
always carry such necessarics with mo, ina
buzzy mads expressly for that purpose),
and I sot down and went to piecin’ up.
Thero wuz s:venteen blocks to piece u;z,
each ono crazy as a loon to look at, and it
wruz all to set together,

She had tho pieces, for she had been off
on a visitin' tower the week beforo, and col-
locted of "em.

8o I sot in quict and the big cheer in the
sittin’' room, and gieoed up, and ses the
prepa:ations a-goin’ on roucd us.

I found that Abel'ses folks lived In a
house big and showy-lookin’,fbut not #o solid
and firm as I had seen,

It wuz one of tho houses, outsido and in.
sido, where more pains had been took with
the portioos and omaments than with the
underpinnin’,

It bad a showy and kind of a shakylook.
And I found that that exterded to Abeises
business arraisgments. Amongst tho other
ornaments of nis buildin's wuz mortgages,
quite a lot of ’em, and of almost

ove
plain | variety. Heo had gln his only child 8. Annz
(sho wuz named after her mother Saily Ann,

hut wroto it this way),—he hed gin 8.Aunie
& showy education, a -hovz weddin’, and a
showy settin'-out. Baut she had had the
good lack to marry a sensible man, though

T,
po;“ took S, Annie, and tho brackets, and
piano, and hangin® lamps, and baskets, and
crystal bead lambrequins, her father had
gin her, moved ‘cm all into a good scnsib)
small houss, and went to work to get a
practico and alivie'. Hewuz alawyer by
rswasion. :
1Vall, ho worked bard, duy and night, for
threo littlo children como to ’ein pretty fast,
and S. Annic consamed a good deal in
trimmin’s and chesp Iace to ornament ’em.
she wuz her father’s own girl for ornament.
| Bot ho worked o hard, and Lad so many

frons in the firo, and kop’ ’cm all 30 hot, | to

that ho got a good livin’ for ‘em, and begun

But Abel tald he wuz jeat despatchin’ a,

o | ickly

toblay np money towards byin' ‘em o bouso,
& homo,

Ho talked a alght, so {olke said that know
him well, about his consumin' desire and
wira to got his wifo and children into a little
homo 07 their own, intoa safo little haven,
whero they could bo a little sheltered from
tho storms of life if the big waves should
wash him away. Thoy say that that wuz
on his mind day and n{ght, and wuz wbaz|
oerved bis hand s0 In tho fray, and made
him so succesaful.

Wall, he bad laid up about nine hundred
dollsrs towards a heme, every dollar on it
carned by hard work and consecrated by
this deathless hope and affection. The
house he bad got his mind on ouly cost
about a thousand dollars. Loontown pro.

pc‘r?' Is choap.

all, hohad lald up nine bundred, and
wuza-beginnin' 1o aave on the last hundred,
for ho wonldn’t run in debt a cent anyway,
when ho wuz took voyalent sick thero to
Abol'ses: hoand S. Annio had come home
for a visit of a day or two; and ho bein' 30
run_down, snd weak with his hard day
work, and his night work, that he suckumb-
od to his sickness, and passed away tho day
before I got there,

Wall, 'S. Annfo wuz jest overcomo with

ief the dsy I got thero, bat the day
ollerin’ she begun to take some irterest
and help her father in makin’ preparations
for tho funeral,

Tho body wur embalmed, accordin’ to
Abel'ses and S. Annple's wish, and the
funeral wuz to be on the Sunday follerin’,
and on that Abel and S. Annjo now bent
their cnergies.

To begin with, S. Annio had a hull suit
of clear crapo mado for hersclf, with a voil
that touched the ground; sho also had
three other suits commenced, for more
common wear, trimmed heavy with crape,
ane of which she ordered for sure the nest
week, for sho said *“she couldn't stir out of
tho house in any other color but black.”

I koow just how dear crape wuz, and I
tackled her on the subject, and eays I,———

Do you know, S, Annje, thoso dresscs
of yourn will cost a aight "

“Cost 1" says sho, a-bustin’ out a-
¢ What do I caro about cost? 1 will do
everything I can to respect his memory. I
do ft in remembrance of him."

Sayz I, ﬁndy, ¢ 8, Annie, you wonldn't
forget him if you wuz dressed in white, And
a8 for respect, such a lifo as his, from all 1
new of ity doa’t neod crape to throw respect
on it: it commands: respect, and gets it

from everybody.”

¢ But,” says Abel, ¢ it would look dr&.
ful odd to the nolghborsifshe d idn't dreasin
black,” says he,-in a skairful tono, ard in
his iatense woy,——

“1 would ruther resk my lifo than to
have her fail in doty 1n this way : it would
mako talk 1"  And says he, ¢ {Vhbat is ifo
worth when folks talk

I turned around the crazed block, and
tackled it in a new place (more lony than
over it seemed to me), and says I, mekan-

in’,

e
Tt is pretty hard work to keep folks
fromtalkin’,to keep'emirom sayinsunthin'.”

But { seo from
$0 say anything more, 80 X had to sct still
and see it go on,

At that timo of year owers wuz dretfnl
high, but S. Annic and Abel had mado ©
their minds that thoy must havo sovel
flower pieces from tho city nighest to Loon-

wo.
Ono wuz going to bo a gato ajar, and one

wuzto bo o gate wide opcn. And ono wuz
to bo_a tig book. Abol asked mo what
book I thought would be prefferable to ro-
s Anll tioned tho Bible.
But Abol aays, ** No, ho didn't think ho
would have a Bible, ho didn't think it
would bo appropriate, secin’ tho deceased
wuz alawyer.” Hosaid ¢ ho hadn't quite
made up his mind what book to have. But
anyway it wuz to bo in flowers—beautiful
flowers.” Another pieco wuz to be his
pamo {n white fowers on a purple back.
ﬁ’ound of pansics. His namo wuz William
enry Harrison Rockyfollor. And I says
10 Abe},——

¢ To savo expcnss, you will probable
have the moneygram W, H., H. R.

¢ Oh, no,” says he,

Suys I, *“Then the initials of his given
names, and the Iast pamoin fuil"”

“Ob, no,” ho said; ‘¢ it wuz S, Annie's
wish, and hisen, that the hull name should
bo put on. Thoy thought it would show
moro res »

1 2ays, “ Where Harrison is now, that
hain't a-goin’ to make any differcnco;” and
says I, *“ Abel, flowers aro drotful high this
timo of year, and it is a long pame,”

But Abe} srid ag’in that ho didn't care for
expense, 80 long as respect wuz dono to the
memory of tho deccased. Ho said that he
and S.Annie both felt that it wuz their
wish to bave tho funcral go ahcad of any
other that had ever took place in Loontown
or Joneaville, Ho said that S. Annle felt
that it wuz all that wuz left her now in life,
tho memory of such a funeral as ho deserved,

Says I, ‘Thero is his children left for
her to live for,"says I,—*¢ threo little bits of
his own lifo, for her to nourish, and cherish,
2nd look out for.”

$Yes,” says Abel. * And sho will do that
nobl‘y, and I will help her. They are all

oln’ to the funeral, too, in deep-black
resses.”  He2ald ¢t thoy waz too little to
realizo it now, but in later and maturer
years it would be a comfort to 'em to know
they had took part in such a funcral as that
wuz goin’ to be, and wuz dressed in black.”
¢ Wall,” says I (in a quiet onassumin’
way I would gin little bints of my mind on
the subjects, * I am afraid that will be
about Aﬂ the comforts of lifo the poor little
children will ever have,” says I, * It will
if you buy many moro fower-pleces and

crage dresses.

bel said * it wouldn't take much cra)
for the children's , thoy wuz 8o little,
only the baby's : that would have to bo

long.

Says 1, ¢ The bahbi wotldlook better In
white, and it mill tako sights of crape fora
long baby dress.”

¢ Yes, but 5. Annio can use it afterwards
for veils, Sheis very cconomical ; sho takes
it from me. And sho feels jest as I do, that
tho baby must wear it in respect to her
father’s memory.”

Says I, ¢ The baby don’t know crape from
a clothes-pin.”

¢ No,"” udv]s Abol, “ but inafter-ycars the
thought of the respocs sho showed will sus-
ain ber.”

. Wisll," says I, ¢ I guess sho won't have
much besides thoughu o live on, it things

eir looks it wouldn't do | to on in this way.

I would girso littlo hints in this way, but
thoy wuzn't took. Things went right on as
if T hadn't spoke. And I couldn’t contend,
for truly, ss a bad littlo bov zaid cnco on »
similar occaston, ** it wuzn's my funcral,” 2o
I bad to set and work on that insane %od
quilt and sce it goon. But I aithoed con.
stant and frequent, and when I woz all



