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Zbe ChftIbreii of jfochlut tWIoobe

MONG the inany poems froni the pen of tlîat eminent
Inisl Catholie poet, Aubrey DeVere, none stand forth

wtii greater pre-emninence than the one entitled "The
Ch ldren of Pochlut WVood." Whoever lias become ac-
quainted -%vith the writings of this distingtuished au-

thon, inust have noticed that lie is imbued with a deep love
-~'for bis race, his country and his God. Especially does lie

show this in the present le-end and by combining tlue beauties of
poctry withi the varlous incidents and tales w'ich arise, lie makes
this subjeet a suitable one for brief consideration.

The story is briefly as follows: St. Piatrickz inakes way into
Fochiat wood by the sea, the oldest of Erin's forests, whi-Ience
tlhere liad been borne unto hlmii, then in a distant land, the Chl-
dren's Wail fromn, E rin. le mieets there two young vingins, who
sing a dirge of man's sorro-vfnl condition. Afterwards they Iead
himi to the fortress of the king, their father. Thiere are sung two
songs, a song of vengence and a songr of lament; which. ended,
St. Patniclz maRclzs proclamation of the Advent and of the Bcsun-
rection. The Rzing and ail his chlefs believe withi full content-
nient and the maidens go to a convent whiere tliey live a life of
sacrifice.

In the beginning of the Legend DeV"ere niakes a most beauti-
fui companison, by comparing Fochlut Wood to the life of mnan.
After dwelling on the darkness, density and glooni of Fochlut
Wood lie goes on to say,

"0 life of man, howv dark a wood art thou!
Erning owmany traek thee tili despair,
Sad host, receives theni in his erypt-like porch at nightf all."

St. Patrick travelled inany days through the wvood, being
contin'aally haunted by a doleful wvail, which he says is the ery of
the Irish race, calling forth to Iiim for Christian faith. The
Saint inunediately advanees towards the wailing and

"Ere long they came to, where a river broad,
Swifti'y amid the dense trees winding, brimmedl
The flower-enamelied marge, and onward bore
Green branches 'mid its eddies.
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