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An idea of the outîook in the State of

Clfroi a and in San Francisco may be got
frl lPPing from a daily paper of that
itI& anted-a great man."
'The curse of California bas been that,

ate nce the American occupation ail
thnPts to educate the people and lead

,,, lnto corroct methods of thought have
Ileway to blather and bull.dozing. We

'an5 proceeded on the theory of the Puri-
w ho were said to have emigrated to

4d .cusetts 50 tbat they could worship
lu~ their own way and make everybody

he same. The histnry of California is a
ho -ly Oof Political, social and intellectual

Ids3lsi The masses have been counted as
1 o'-The plan has been to drive, not to

yin - Out of this bas comc a race of
lInif5cl<re politicians, faithiess office
bu'rclerical and collegiate frauds and

toluugery in general. False theories of
fl'rlrn and universal cussedness have

t0 5vailed over bonesty and sincere attempts
4 e he lighî. Our great men have been

Mry LVliggs, Joe Palmer, Adoîpli Sutro,
(Geyor Of San Francisco, and Jim Budd

t OV,.f,,) Wbat California now needs is
tr nian"1

r4Thettwo last referred to 90 curtly are the
benUand the governor. This year has

t unusually fertile in rare and stirring
ri"and advance movements chieflv re-

giot'sanu social. Noted leaders have

ý'lete coast. Only a fcw of the mosttoul.cuotu5 can be noticed now.

mq l h ie of mixed reforms, by which
tin'ltn the vain effort to combine reli-

fo0' wth Political or socialistic panaceas
rteilîs or evils of the world, the gold-

theC r'C as a sort of charm to cure or prevent
r '1 aladies of the body, social or politic,

1 Qof. Ce0 R. Herron, of Grinneli College,
>rjbtr.a ethe most stirr, a nine days

Of îj fe gave, by invitation, a course
ures in several cities in California.

reîeories are no doubt familiar to your
es- Most of the pastors and their
leager>y grasped at the new fad,thtose wbo are wide awake enougli to

Slit the present methods and means of
4te .ng ht eople by the Church are an

4r(allure, but wbo have not the spiritual
,crumnent to sec that what is needed, is a

rOfthe Churcli to sole reliance on the
IleSpirit ta apply the old gospel to the

1~tad consciences of tht people. These
tr, thougli uîterly mistaken in following

l0jrrt0nby forming clubs, called "Iasti-
tde O P idCbristianity," (to lie appli-
lib'Cteruall, 1) are more likcly to get some-
ite than the moribund, fassilized clergy

. ubOrthodox, yet embaimed in scîf-sat-tsid4lusion or indifférence, who stolidly
mon.c» There was one exception.

1di2 astor '«showed fight," even lie-
bi arrived. Tbough be was backed by

bç, QacOns and tht rich element of his
e~1h and endorsed by Rev. josephi Cook,

ç> trtured in bis Churcli en route to tht

of rin atd byHenryVarley, who hclda stries
ttilg 5 in bis edifice, be was "lsnowed

d11r y tht ephemeral wave of tht
tkOn craze, whicb swept over tht fickltPu~lace, like a Kansas cyclone, beaded by

Illeresv but mistaken ministers wbo,
1 aul, forsaken of the true God and

>ce n the-linoof-tht trc-and-ea

dependent on the people be ministers to for
bis support, yet lie dots not refuse volunt-
ary gifts ta aid the work, especialiy tht pub-
lication of bis books, tracts and addresses.
However, lie was waited on by the clergy of
Oakland and entered on a "Bible cam-
paign." A Bible reading in tht afternoon
and a gospel address at niglit in a central
churcb, thus moving from onetat another
tll ail sections of Oakland, Berkeley, Aie-
meda and San Francisco have been cover-
ed in the five monîlis since, ending with
meetings in the largest bail in the city to
reacli tht neutrai or non-cliurch element.
Ht lias just saiied for Australia, perhaps to
returfi ta work more statedly, bringing bis
tamily with hlm. It is quite impossible to
give any adequate idea of Mr. Varley's
teaching, methods, or resuits to those who
have nat heard hlm. For lie is an English-
man of the Gladsîonian type in mental
calibre and mnaniy physique and presence.
Ht is in bis slxtieth year, yet, as be cdaims,
as vigorauis as aI twenty-five. Ccrtainly lie
seems ta have more fire and courage, as
well as a deeper knowledgc af tht Word and
a richer personal experience than when we
heard hlm In New York, over twenty years
ago, address audiences of over 15,000 in
Barnum's Hippodrome. To understand tht
berculean task belore Mr. Varley, il is need-
lui ta look at tht background of the picture
of tht religlous world litre. In brief, Ibis
coast bas been over-dont or over-run witli
ail sorts of evangelists, 50 that tht churches
are nauseated with them. Tht climax of
distrust and disgust was reached with tht
re-action after tht collapse of tht revival
bubble by Rev. B. Fay Milîs, who three
years ago engineered the biggest boom and
fraud that ever scourgtd this long and
mnucb-afflicted witb humbug state, not ex-
dtptlng tht wild craze of fanaticismn led by
tht Trance evangelist, Mrs. Woodworîh,
whose " prophecy " of tht destruction of
these citics by a flood in 1890, witb scores
of prostrations into an unconscious state,
under the " power" in ber meetings in a
big lent, caused a cyclone of demoniacal
irenzy in Oakland and San Francisco.

Here was a clumsy delusion of Satan,
a drag-net to catch tht gulîtie masses. His
was a latter day masterpiece of tht dcvii to
deceive if possible tht very elect, caming as
an angel of light (2 Cor. xi. 13-IS), hood-
winking tht whole of tht ministers and
church people generaiiy of these cities. God
enabled a very few ta sec tbrough tht
counterfeit at that lime. Time, however,
bas opened tht cyts of most of the pastors.
0f tht thousands of tht professed converts
most have gone their own way, and it would
lie mucli better for tht churches if every last
ont would levant too. As an evidence of
the revulsion of feeling, a Presbyterian
minister recenîiy read a paper on Mill's
work before tht Ministers' Union, In which,
arnong other strong terms, it was rtftrrtd to
as a calamnity, and tht paper received tht
unanirnous approval of ail present.

Anoîher barrier in the way af Scriptural
teaching is the erroneous doctrines heid as
trulli by many earnest, Cliristian people,
chiefly those in tht so-calied boliness
movemtent, with its subtle errors ai instan-
taneous sanctification and eradication of tht
camnai nature, there bting littie teaching
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Yesterday was mny communion Sunday,
and truly it was a day ai felawship. It was
wbat a cammunion-tide ouglit ta be, a lime
of refreshing, of citer and hopefulness, and
newness of life. My view concerning tht
communion bas undergone mucli change
since tht days of boyboad. In those days
I was afraid of il. It seemed ta me a shîn-
ing goal, îaward wbicli only the shining
ones had any riglit ta press, and wbose at-
tainment was tht pledge of tht soul's per-
fection. From tht side seats of mnv fatber's
churcli, I looked on witli awe, and for tht
time being tht occupants of tht centre
pews were ta me tht spirits of just men
made perfect, while thteiders ranked witb
tht cherubim and seraphim. For Vears, I
feared ta enter in, and even when I did, my
first communion was impaired ta me by tht
old-time awe, which led me ta look for tht
ideai in myseif, rallier than in Him whose
deathliti was my sacred privilege ta join in
celebrating. That unwholesornt fear bas,
in great measure at least, passed away. To
tht quarteriy communion, I now look for-
ward witli aimost impatient jay. It is
no longer tht goal ; il is tht spring by tht
wayside, of whose life-giving waters tht
weary piigrirns may freely drink, their faces
stili turned toward tht heavenly Jerusalern.
It is no langer tht end ; it is a means
whtreby those wlio wait upon tht Lord may
renew their strengtb. It is no longer tht
prize ai perfection ; il is the privilege af
those wlio, sin-sîained and lieavy laden, do
yet plod aiong tht narrow way which ieads
ta tht golden gales that open an tht place
beyond. Il was in tht full realization of
these preciaus aspects of tht communion,
that I turned yesterday toward tht Il sup-
per in tht bouse beautiful." And 1 arn
gladdened Ibis -marning as I reflect on tht
mellow memaries of that service past.
While my trusîy eIders passed tht emblerns
ta thteliushed and reverent worshippers, 1
bethouglit myself of tht beauty in which tht
whole situation seemed ta lie ciad. Tht
day had ail thternatchiess splendour of
autumn's gentît giory ; tht world seemed
far away, and spirit seemed ta reign. Whaî
tragedy un ecd life before me I knew nal;
what long-continued war with sin, I miglit
not know ; wliat silent prayer, tht unseen
messenger of hearîs distressed, miglit even
Ilien lie winging its way to God, for strengîli
against the future days, when from tht
mount illumined, tie soul should descend in.
ta tht dusty plain1 What soul-filtd mcm-
ories of kindred forms, once visible by their
side in these very pews, but now standing
in God's siglit, and walking in His presence
wiîli acceptance forever ; whaî unspaken
covenant between tht soul and God ; wbaî
vision of unseen realities, whaî conceptions
ai the soul's great majesty, whaî glimpses of
ils coming glory, when, disenîhrailed, It
shahl sit In tht heavenly place with thase
wlio do forever gaze upon the life indeed 1
It was a Pregnant hour, tht. onetot whicb I
have just reftrred. How vocal silence is, if
ont oniy knows how ta listen 1 I feit tht
grandeur of tht ministry, because I feit tht
wandrous dignity ai tht sauls into whase
lives aur own are pouring forth their sacred
tide ; and 1 (tht hope for minister and people
aluke, since Christ lias deemed us worîhy of
Himseif, and since we too, wilh al aur im-
perfections and aur sin, yet deem Iliat gift
tht greatest, and treasure stili wiîh laving
bearîs tht sign and seal which speak tht
love of His, heart.
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Nov. 17-Matt. x. 11-159 32, 33.

It is well at the outset to understand
that Christ is rejected whenever His Gospel
is slighted and whenever His invitations are
neglected or declined. Overtures of mercy
may be found in a religious book, or they
may be met with In the Bible itself ; they
may be heard from the lips of the preacher
or they may (ail from a ioving friend, but
however they corne, Christ is rejected when
they are refused. Christ may be rejected
by one individual in one way and by anoth-
er in another.

It would seem as if Felix rejected Iim
very blandly, for he said to Paul : I"Go
thy way for this tirne and when 1 have a
convenient season 1 will caîl for thee " (Acts
xxiv. 25). It may be that Felix did not
dream that he was rejecting Christ when he
deait thus with Paul, nevertheless that I9
the only construction we can put upon bis
conduct. The rich young ruler rejected
Christ very sorrowfuîîy. Christ laid down
certain terms and conditions to him, but he
considered tbem too bard and soalie turned
his back upon Christ. IlHe went away
sorrowfui for he had great possessions '
(Matt. xix. 22). Some reject Christ with
shame and fcar. IlAmong the chief rulers
many believed on film; but because of the
Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest
they should be put out of the synagogue,
for tbey loved the praise of men more than
the praise of God " (John xii. 42, 43). It lu
to be feared that a great many young people
Jilce those chief rulers decline now to make
a profession of Christianity because of the
(car of ridicule. They believe that Christ
is entitled to ail honor, tbey know that fie
is the only Saviour for sinners ; they know
that tbere is no other name given under
beaven among men whereby tbey can be
saved. And yet tbey are so afraid of what
cvii companions may say that they will flot
corne out and confess Him. They love the
praise of men more than the pralse of God.
Some again reject Christ disdainfully.
When fie was expostulating with the Jews
on one occasion, sorne of them said, "lHe
hath a dcvii and is mad ; wby hear ye*
Hum ? "(John X. 20). There are some muf-
dels to-day who speak in a similar disre-
spectful way of Christ. They reject fis
word, they look with some degree of con-
tempt upon those wbo follow Him and they
belittie the efforts of the Churcli to pro.
dlaim fils name unto the uttermost parts of
the carth.

But it matters not bow Christ is rejected,
wbetber blandly or sorrowlully or hesitating-
iy or disdainfally, the simple fact is thatHfe is
rejected, and those who declîne under any
prctext to accept Hlm and His ofiers of
mercy must suffer the consequences of th eir
sin and folly.

What are thc consequences ? Pcrhaps
it may be as well to let the Bible speak for

gospel lu a revelation of' aàbiglier nature,
and bas been confirmed by more striking
and more abundant miracles, wrought by
divine powver.-Professor Stuart.


