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MIIESN11'110 WORK ON TIIE
F0 UNDA lION.

DmY KNOW0NIAN.

Wec propose ta sketch a number ai min-
isters wha baye dont, ar art doing work an
the faundatian ai tht Presbyterian Church
in the western part ai Canada. Our list
nnsi ho limited for the mast pari ta thase
wha are doing special work for the Church
as a %vfioie. To sketch every minister wba
bas dont toundatian wark in bis awn con-
gregation, or in bis awn immediate neigh-
hood, would be ta sketch ncarly evcry min-
ster betwecn Part Arthur and the Paciflc
Ocean, together with a large nuniber ai tht
aider ministers af Western Ontario. Lufe
is to short for ail that.

If ail gaes well, and if wc cao get tht
necessary material-no easy matter, by tht
way-wc may make pen and ink portraits ai
a few representative men in eacb ai tht
great departme.nts oi aur Clhurcb wrk-
Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Aug-
mentation, Theologcal Education and
Churcb legislatian.

People who take little or no inlerest in
an abstract discussion ai these questians
may like a discussion ai tbem in theco-
crele. Il 55 oft a gond thing ta a living
man walking about and acting bis part in
an article or sermo. Tht average man s
not like tht Scotchman wbo, when hrougbt
before tht Session for taking a drap ton
niuch, said : He aye liked bIotalk about
ilieyllin.,j's ini the abs!rzd-." Most people
like ta îalk aud read about thinRs in tht
concrete. We begîn with

THE REV. ALLEN FtNDLtAY,

Suptrintendent ai Missions in Muskaka and
Algoma. Mr. Fîndlay was appointed ta bis
prescrit position, or rather ta the germ ai
bis presenit large field, in 187i, nearly
twcnîy ycars aga. There wert ftwe people
ai that time in this narthern rcgio, and
mast ofithemn werc settled around tht sites
ai tht present towns ai Gravenhursi and
Bracebridge. Tht roads werc rougb and
iew. Tht Superintendent traveiled hy a
varicty ai modes. Sometimes bc went on
horsehback, sometimes by boat -the pra-
peiîing power bciog bis awn muscles ; but
mare irequently be travellcd hy tht inde-
ptndent railway. The Grand Trunk and
tht C.P.R. were nai running trains îhrough
this nartbcrn region at that time. Graduai-
ly tht settlement hegan ta cxtend and the
Speranteîbdent îaok -oodcarethattbemissson
wark exîended with equal sîeps. Tht Fret
Grant lands were rapidiy talzen up ; colani-
zation roads werc opencd in cvery direction;
and wberevtr a fcw Preshyterians pitched
thcir tent, tht staiwart reprcsentatmve ai
Preshyierianism opcned a mission station.
Assuming that the Cburch sent him there tu
wuak for ber interesîs, be workcd bravely an
and iost no ime in cultivating union senta-
ment. Mr. Fandlay neyer was mucb ai an
arganic unionist. Ht knaws bis business
too wtll ta speod time an that line.

Seven years ai bard work an a new and
rough field, and in al kunds ai wcather, bc-
gan ta tell a ltîle on a naturally gaod consti-
tution, and in 1882 Mr. Fîndtay acceptcd a
eaul ta tht Bracebridge cangregation, and
began work as a " mere pastar "-ta use a
phrase tht arigian ai wicb some aid Knox
rnen may remember. Aiter spending îwa
years in the pasuarate, he was again appaint-
cd by the Home Mission Commtîco ta tht
superintendency, ibis time ta a mucb larger
field. Tht Commitice addcd the mission
fields in tht norîhera part af tht Presbytery
ai Bruce, and, if we rigbtty remember, somne
stations fram tht Prcsbyîery ai Lanark and
Renirew. Tht Home Mission Camrniitt
bas dont many wise îhings, but it neyer did
a wiser thing than wben iu put Mr. Findlay
an cbargt ai ibis wbole Naîthero field.
Even an the law ground ai dollars and
cents, the appainîment paid the Cburch, and
an the matter ai eficieqi work iu paid a
bundred îimc$ over.

Let us glance for a moment at the field
as it naw stands, and note the progress that
I.as been made. Rougbly spealdng the
tcrritory covcred by this great northern mis-
sion field extcnds about îao miles fronm north
ta South, and about 400 iront ealst ta West.
When Mr. Findlay was appointed in 1875,
there wcre sixteen stations ini Mus'moka,
within the bounds af the Presbyteri of
Barrie. Now there are eightv-ttvo, exclusive
of thirteen given ta the newv Presbytery of
Algama three years ago, when that Presby-
tcry was (ormed. When hc was re-appoint-
cd in '84, and bis field extended, the number
af stations in the noîthero part ai the Pics
bvtery aiflruce-now Algamai-was about
forty. The nunther is naw ninety, and
cantinuaily increasinji'. Seven settled
charges have been iormed on the field. and
a large nuniber ai the mare important graups
are ministered ta by ardained missionaries.
It is needless ta comment on these figureb.
They speak for tbemselves. The man who
successiully superinteods nearly two hund.
red mission stations-about one-flthî the
wbale number in the Church-compased af
sucb an eodless variety ai characters and in-
terests as Muskoka and Algamla present,
cao well affard ta allow bis work ta speak.

Mr. Findlay bas, it is necdless ta say.
strang point. as a mission superintendent.
He knows bis ground as na ather man ever
did or perhaps ever will know il. Equally
at home in a mining tawn, or a raîlway îown,
or a tumber totwo, or a rural crass raads sta-
tian, he neyer lases bis head. He under-
stands Muskoka human nature in ils ai-
mnst infinite varieties. He bas an amaunt
of patience that job might have envied*
He understands Divinity students and treats
thern kindiy and fairly. He stands no
bumrptiaus nonsense from any kind af a
missianary, but has entbusiastîc admira-
tian for every man wha can " work his sta-
tion." He is a master ai details, and de-
tails are aimast evcrything in warkîng two
hundred mission stations. 'Ithough concils-
aîary enaugb, when conciliation is the right
thing, he bas a mind af bis atvn, and neyer
hesitates ta do the rigbt tbing for the
Churcb, even tbough the doing ai it impîmes
the painful duty ai sîtting on somebody who
waots ta run a station in bis awn interesîs.
He likes bis work, and, ater ail, that is, per-
haps, the main secret ai bis success.

Mr. Fîndlay was born in Princeton, N.
Y., and came ta Canada in 1846. H;s fath.
er became pastor ai the Presbyterian con-
gregatian ai Mitchell, Ont., and alterwards
af the congregatian ai Waterdawn and
Wellington Square. The future Superiniend-
Cnt studied in Knox Caliege, and tvas înduct-
cd into the charge af Grantan in tht Strat-
fard Presbytery in 1867, wbere bc labaured
untîl appaînted tii bis present position sa
1875 Mt. Findiay is suit sn the prime ai
tufe, and toalai human appearance bas
many years ai useiulness before bîm. With
the opening ai new raiways and the bette.
ment ai new lownbps ,n Noribein U.tia
bis wark isliîkely ta ncrease, and we arc
sure every fricnd ai mission work wil earn-
estly desire that the Superintendent mnay bc
long spared ta failaw up settiement with the
blue banner of Presbyterîanism.

FERDLA .D DE LESSEP>S.

iay 1%,

On the sevenih day ai December last,
in the suburbs ai Paris, there passcd away
ane ai the great men ai the ninceenth cen-
tury, Ferdinand De Lesseps. During the 89
ycars ai his remarkabie lue be touchcd the
zenith and tht nadir of carthly achievement,
and, unfortunatcly for bis lame, tht iowest
point camne last. Bis public lufe camuxtnced
at îwenîy yeats af age and for twenîy years
bc served in the diplamatic brancb ai French
statecrat with great briliiancy. Part ai this
trne he was sîatiancd a, Alexandria and bis
thaugbts wcre turned ta the frequentiy
mooted praject ai uniting tht Red Sca and
tht Mediterrann by means ai a canal cnt
ubrough tht Isthmtjs ai Suez. On retiriog

fromntbe diplarnatit service be plunged inoa
scientillc investigation, assured himseli that1
the praject was ieasibie,and set bimseli ta ac-
camplished it. The physical difliculties in
the %vay of the enterprise %were camparatîvely
easy toa vercome but the comnmercial and
political obstacles were so farmidable as ta
demand an amauint ai encrgy, enîbusiasm
and diplomatic resaurce sucb as only tbe
Kîngliest men possess. But De Lesseps
was a kingly man. In 1854 the work was
undertaken, and in 15 yoars mart the Suez
Canal was an acconîplisbcd tact. It cast
samethiog like one bundred million dollars
,and %vas a financmal suu.te!is from the firsî.
It sbortened tbe voyage front Europe ta
India by 3.700 miles, almost one-thîrd ai the
journey. Ih sa changed the cutrent ai Euro-
pean trade that the decayed cities ai the
Mediterrainean began ta renew their voutb.
It c.onverted Caira inta the geographîcal
centre ai the British Empire and led up ta
the English occupation ai Egypt. Hanors
tell ta De Lesseps like snow flakes an a
winter's day. Qucon Victoria made bim a
Knigbt ai the Star af India. Loadon confer.
red an him the freedom ai the city. The
French Academy awarded bimn the Einpress'
prize ai ten tbausand francs. The Geogra
phical Saciety ai France elected bim uts
president. He was deccrated by almost evcry
savereign in Europe.

IIad M. De Lesseps been cuntent ta rest
an these ivel-earned laurels bis fame bence-
forth would have ranked wth that ai the
greatest men of the century, but bis i magina-
tion was fired witb the idea ai uniting tbe
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by a sbip caa
cnt through the istbmus ai Panama. The
difficulties ai the task be stems neyer ta bave
sufi:-iently weigbed. it was a work ai a
widely différent character from bis Egyptian
achievemnent. The physicaileatures, tbe
politicai canditios, tht climate, and the
character ai the population were all diffrent.
Theti, also, De Lesseps at iorty was urder
the oiecessiy ofisliciting tbe aid of sucb per-
sons and personages as bis judgement ap.
pravcd. De Lesseps at sixty attracted Ilail
sorts and canditians of men," as baney at-
tracts flics. The Frencb penple advanced
their money freeiy an the securi:y ai bis
great lame. He,himseii, heiieved in bimseii
witb immaovabie conviction and acted in
good iaith ta the end. But tht Panama
Canai specdily resolved itself ino a ditrh ini
whicb ta bury the savings of the French
peasant(y and the honar ai the French
gentry. None but a genins could bave de-
ferred the cailapse as long as De Lesseps
did, but when it came it was awfi. He him.
self 5unk into the senility ai extreme age
and never fuiiy realized it. He was candemn-
cd by the courts and bis son was committed
ta a Ieion's cel but tbe aid man 'vas uncan-
scious ati h ail, unili an the sevenîb day af
December he passed peacefully away.

The lesson ai Ferdinand De Lesseps'
career may be summed up in that weil-knawn3
Amer....an proverb, " Be sure yuu are rigbt.
thev go ,ihead.- For bis great achievement
in Egypt be laid a solid founidation oficareful,
patient, tbarough examinatian. He studied
every aspect ai the prabiem. Ht was sure
that bc was rigbt. Then al tbe vggrorfaiwil
and skiil 'vbîcb be possessedl were brought
ta hear an its realizatian until the tvork was
done. At Panama tbe first pracess was
seriatisly curtailed. I magination was allaw-
cd ta do duty for examinatian and supposi-
tion for certainty. AUl the determination and
diplomacv ho possessz-d were hroughîta
bear as fuily as they bad ever been, and the
result was an unspeakahly great disaster.

"lBe sure you are right . then goahabad."
Whicb end ai that proverb is the mare im-
portant wau!d bc bard ta say. Many fait in
ife for wati due consideratian. Many

faau for want ai duc exertian. But the
most disastraus failures art the fi.ures
ai thase brilliant goninses whbe tn-
tbusiasm and persisîency excite canfi-
dence in undertakings wbose autcame is
uncertaja and nat tbaraughly cansidered.
I lave an cntbusiastic man, but befare sncb
a man asks athers ta failaw bim hc sbauld hc
Vcry sure that becIbas holçed bath befare

and after. Otherwise, even witb goad inten-
lions, he may be among the masi dangeraus
ai men. The Panamna ditcb is a type ai
thousands which awaiî sauts and bodies and
substance ai mon ; and tvhen the biind tead
the blond, the end ai the ja lrney is flot difl.
cuit ta forsee.

Taronto, Dcc. 3ist.

BRIT UfI' N .SUDEVTS' GRADU-

A TING.

liV RiIV. J. K')iIERTSON, D.1).

The Home Mission Commnittee tW. D.)
recommended the Generat Assembly ta
enact Ilthat ail gradualîng students, and
mînîsters receîved friro ther churches, be
requîred ta gave, at least, anc ycars service ai.
the missian field belare beîng euîgîble for a
caîl." The recomniendatian was dîscussed
by the Assembly and remîîtted ta Presbyter-
tes aad the senates ai the calleges ai the
Church, ta cansîder and report ta next As-
Assembiy. Smnce there bas been no discus-
sion ai the subîect througli the press, and
sînce only about are faurth of the ministers
ai the Church were at the Assembiy, wili
you aliow me ta gave the opinion ai ane
member ai the Home Mission Committee?
For ycars the inadequate supply af aur
Home Mission field bas heen belie the
Lburch ; but the remedies provîded have
been anly partial. Tbe summer sessian in
Manitoba Coilege reduced the winter vac-
ances in Western Canada ane tbird ; but
this is flot enaugli. According ta the re-
port af ths Hame Missian Cammi.tee, tbere
were beiween 6o and 70 missions, with (say)
200 stations that received supply anly dur-
ing the summer last year, and aver 3o mare
ihat rcceived supply for only raine montbs.
Andi much ai the supply cîven in ather fields
was unsatîsfactary, Preshyterians being
oblîged to cmploy catechisîs without mental
training or experience, in important mis-
sions, rather than close the cburcb daor. It
is difficult ta estimate the loss that the
Cburch has sustaincd, durîng the long years
ai the past, by thîs unwise policy. In cer-
tain parts ai Canada Prcsbyterianisin bas
been smitten by a wasting desease, the re-
suit ai negleci and exposure ta hostile in-
fluences. Tht Cammîttec bas its money go-
. tat support a mission that migbî saon be-
came a spirited cangregatian, if cantinuausly
suppiied ; but tîhe money is fiten wasted
and development arresîed by the policy ai
summer snppiy and winter starvation. Tht
people dc flot hiberoate, nar do other
churches; and aur people bave before tbem
the contrasi between our metbiods and tht
metbods ai ather churches ta aur disadvanî-
ages. Tht Home Mission report tells us,
e.g., tbat places like Kagawoun;, with 67
famîlats and 54 communicants, and Gare
Bay wih 8o famîlies and 16S communi-
cants, wvere waîbaut supply last woîer. Watb
ptenty oi men in the Cbarcb - more iban can
find reguhai eîrpoyent-docs h flot look
as if somethiog should be donc ta remedy
thîs i This wanter, h was îold, probation-
ers, in some cases, wcre getting oniy 4 or 5
Sibbath's supply in tht quarter, bcing elbow-
ed out the rest ai thetilme by graduatiog
studenîs and athers. Tht Commîtîce pro-
poses ta scnd aur young men la the frontier
for anc ycar that wve as a Cburcb may reap
where we bave sowo, and that we may nai
bc expending money witb tht sure praspect
that no1t wt, but samne anc cisc, is ta reap the
benefit.

Let me give a few general facts. Tht
poiicy ai summer suppiy and winîcr negect
bas long been pursued by us in Central
Otaria and wîtb wbat resuit? Take 35

constîtuences betwveen -York and Glengarry,
and you find, accardmng ta tht Dominian
census, that tht population incrcased in 2o,
and decreascd in 15 , Presbytcrians increas-
cd mn 2o, and decrcased sant5 ; Methodisîs
incrcascd in 25, and dccreased in la;
Anglicans increased in 15, and decrcased in
20.

Why 3bould thet Methodist Cbui ch show
in that district ta sncb advantagc, as coin-
paredl witb tht Presbyttrian Cburch? Is
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