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A SOiVG OFf DEGREES.

MANN' people love :0 vcar distinctions.MEverywvhere are to bc foîîndi tho.;e ho
strîve for pre-ciicnce. The athiete strugglcs to
be first, or to stand near the first intibis dwn line of
endcavosîr. Numerous are the candidates for high
places in social rank. The schoolboy aimis at
securing thîe prizes open to competition. Even the
learned divine is iot in cvery case devoid of desire
for the possession of a couple or more capital
letters to place after the name lic ias recccîved in
infancy froin Ibis respectcd parents. A university
dcgree is a covetcd lhonour. In many cases academic
degrees arc tvorthily bestowed and tvorthily worn.
In other cases the special mnris thuis marked are
nor getîerally clearly discernedi and in somne
instanies, the possession of a doctorate is to ail but
a very few, a positive mystery.

AIl reputable educational institutions invested
witb degrec cotiferning powers arc not lusuallv
forgetful or' the nîsponaibility attaching to the
exercise of tihe trust committed to thcrn. Therc
:nay be instances wlîere the iiînportinity of friends
may prevail over the bettcr judgmcnt of a univer-
sity facîilty, and thcynay bc persîîadcd to issue a
parcbment to a main those schoiarship is scarcely
of the quaiity that mecrits sîichi recognitioni. Agaîn,
there arc institutions of leariiing wbose financiai
resources arc hardly equal to their zeal for the
promotion of higbiei Jucation, that ini a sense may
be saîd to place a mercanitile value on thc distinc-
tions they are ready to confer on1 men svhose
aspirations are niot qilite s0 slender as are their
attainmrents. While Or. Samuel Johnson made bis
1-ebridean tour, lie visited an ancient seat of
Ica rnîng, whose faculty bcstowed an himn the degree
of LL.D. TIse Coilege at thse tLime sas sîîffeing
from an insîîtfficietiy filled treasîiry, and the
inconsiderabie revenue derivej froin recipients of
its lhonorary degrees was îlot to bc despised. This
coming to the knosvlcedge of Boswcli's iero, lie
yielded te the temrptatioli of indulging ini a pull and
remarkcd that dt:e College %vould -et rid of its
debts by degrees.

In these days ive niove at a cîuicker pace than
thîcy did in Johîrîsou's generation. P5eople are iot
content to wtait for rcsîîlts from graduai naturai
development. Nature lias to be assisted, even
forced, that rcstilts may be anticipatcd. Processes
are accclerated by invenîtioni and discovery. Ciîick-
ens are batclsed by inachinery', and learned bipeds
are bastily turîîed out, both by artifice and artificial
means. Many people -ire ready to take short cuts
to distinction, and %vhertver they are, persons ivilling
to aid tbem for a cotîsideration arc sure to bc foîînd.
This tvcaktiess of tvould'bc leartied Iîumanity bas
given rise to a modern industry tîsat borders on1 in-
famny. These are irreverently designatcd degree
factories, which do not languish for lack, of supoort.
People destitute of scbolarship can, for certain
stipulatcd rates and nominal conditions, obtain de-
grecs in arts, medicine, litzrature and tbeology,
svhîchi tliey în.ty svar without a blusîî. An idea of
this desecratiuîî ut merited anid bonourable distinc.-
tions may bc gainied by a brief reference ta an in-
stance. of the kind svicb bias just corne to light. A
recent press dispatch ncads thus :

For some unie paît certain Englisb newspapers have con-
aîned imp.îsmng adverîîsements statîng that degrees of the
"National Universiy ofthe Siate oi Illinois " could be had
tprices ranging froîn ten ho ixby guineas. These ad vertise-

nienîs are signea " Professor Vanangehbach, Secretary," and
give the name of Broughion IRouse, ot Christ College, Cam-
bridge Unîiversity, as the Engîish agent.

Nowv there is no sucli National University as is
above designated, but there hiave been many appli-
atts for the covctcd degrees. Tsvo or tbree adven-
tuners have wroigbt tbe scheme bV wbicb alleged
learîîed individial'thave been defrauded of their
money anîd innocent people imposed upon. A
clever but unscrupulous Dutcbmnan settled dotvn in
an insignificant little town in Iowa, where lie aston-
isbed the inhabitants with hi- extensive linguistic
acquiremetîts, and soan gaiîîed their trustful con-
fidence by being a sbining liglit in local society
a-id taking part in oDrayer meetings, and frequently
occupying pulpits in the place. This gentleman ivas
the tituiar examiner for the so-calied degrees which
the stipulated fees were certain ta secure. The fraud
lias at lengytb been discovcred and fromn appearances
it is probable that the police authorities tviil lay
their rutbless hands on this National University,
biast its fame and render it more sbadowy than it
really was.

It is needless tai morali'.e over wbat this educa-
tional episode reveals. It in naotvise affects repu-
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table seats or learning. They arc not chargcable
with an undue use of' the powvers cotiferred uipon
them by tîxeir charters. Neithcr does it Iesscn the
value of academic dcgrces conferrcd on those who
dcservcthem, but sureiysuch incidents %viIt sttengthcn
in the hearts of al honest people that indignant
hatred of sham and pretence which unhappity arc
only too prevalent. Tic cager desire to obtain
resits by unscrupulous mecans, and flot by gcnuinc
mnrt and faithful %vork, is ail unmnitigatcd cvii whichi
the strongest language is too feeble to ad equatcly
roi dem n.

ONe READING SERMONS.

VTOL UMES of sermons, save i r exccptional casesVare tnot in these days mtich souglit alLer. Thse
dîscourses of 1Frcrelrick \V. Robertson. Archer Butler
in other dayi, and the serions of Jolin Kcr and
Alexander Maclaren, of Manchestur, tnot tr, mention
other instanc2s that rcadily suggest themsqclves,
hiave commanded a wide circie of readers. But i
general the discourses of average preachers, inistruc.
ting and edifying thoughi they are %vhcn addr-essed
by living voice to hearers, awaken but little intercst
among the readiing public. [t is niot, howcver, in
this aspect of tire subject suggested by the line that
hcads these rcmarks that we niow intend to speak.
Most people are familiar with the piqua t aecdotes
that circulate, mostly at the expense ( .ie minis-
ters wvho preachi from nanuscript. The popular
preference is decidedly in favour of sermon-; that
arc delîvered, not read. In Scotland the practice of
oral address wvas very coinmon, but it is not so iowv.
Trhe occupants of the more prominent city pulpits
make frec use of thecir manuqcript, and to a con-
siderable extent they set the f'ish. for their
brethren, a fashion that at present is large.,
followed. It is %vorthy of note that in orle brani
of the Scottish Church, wvhcrc the reading of
serinons was positively forbididen, the practice ma3'
nowv bc said to be gencral. It %votid bc tiecdless, to
enquire how this custom lias so rapidly sprcad. There
have been remonstrances, and the advantages and
disadvantages of read sermons have been frecly
discussed, but the habit has beeîi continuied.

Drs. Chalmers, Candlishi and \Villiain Anderson
could only preacb effectively from inanuscript, and
those who heard these great occtipants of the Scotcish
pulpit, wvhatever thecir indîvidual preferences, had
no thought to spare on the ajanner of .ddre.,s
peculiar to these distinguishced 1) lira r.
Caird and Dr. Cairns preaclied witlîout înantascript.
and hiad theyresortcd to that mode of addrcss. they
wvould have found thcmselvcs sadly h-impered, and
the audiencesthat felt thepowverful spell of their ,reat
perscnality %vould have been deprived of the mlatraîtic
touch that bourid speaker and hearer. À .cunclusive
argument from the practice followed by exception-
aIly able and brilliant mk:n cannot bc drasvn. This
much at Ieast may be tak-en for granted, that a faith-
fui and conscientious ambassador of Christ %vi1i
follow the method that enables him to present his
message of saving truth most persuasively and
effectively to the congregation he addresses. At
the samne time it appears to us, that the preaching
best fitted to influence average hearers should be
the most direct, and there cati liardly be a question
that spoken, flot read, sermons are by far the most
acceptable to the common people. The idea t'nat
a sermon if fully written out is a proof of careful
preparation cannot be entertained absolutely, for
unhappily it is known that manuscnipt sermons can
bc obtained at regular market rates, and a dishiotest
man may palm off bis purchased wares as bis own.
The honest mari may bc able to save time by rcad-
ing his sermons. One who has facility in composi-
tion miay dash off a very tbin sermon in a short time
and neither he nor his hearers may be much the
better for it. The minister wlio preaches extempore
may bestowa far more care in the preparation of his
discourse than does his brother ivho is an adept at

teuse of his pen, and the resuit may be ini every
way more satisfactory. The temptation th-- extem-
pore preacher bas to resolutely avoid is neglecting
the work of thoroughi preparation. Ease -f expres-
sion is ail very well, but if therc is flot thorough
study and diligent work, the glib exhorter wili soon
become a Worse failure tItan the humdrum and
monotonous reader. The average younig minister
can readily accustom himself to ease and frecdom
in direct spoken address. H-e vil1 by practice soon
acquire confidence, and thus he wi1i be best qualified
to perform the principal part of his sacred calling
with general acceptarice and great usefulness.
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TlPM NIî l' ini . COiil . RFJ ai R%, %i bas rrappearedal, nl is tfull
of iittl h -Iiual life aflt vigour.

Tiit. alaly wtiiten anii îneseting wnk iay 1. Uawdor ItIl. Il Twn
Knap)sacks' which apprar,-Icll as a.% eri3l in the pages utfbc(I, leek, lias
just liecn isiieg in volume tu in liy Williaînson & Co.

l'ilR LAiiES 110%li. JOUR'NAL.. (Illilaielphil - The Cuirtis
l>aillishing Co. j-Wetii.an lias never hl liai er Christiîîa£ necîls so
iii.itvtdlouýly well aîiîae and so coiiletcly liez, as in tie new
and (tests Christînas iqitte of MYe 1nlies' éla-iie /ourar, whicli
caînies îuîled in one of the iobt lîcutilul anI artisiic iii nsa-czine
t FI: s bei.ier Iisvai hnave 1b0ecag%. en sA the sà1y
of comiiniflg the plractical ansd tlhe entertainhîsg letween the coveis

niîglenagar nc.

TliR AitRtSA. (Bouston : The Aient l'uhlishing Co.-The suc-
cess li, lias tnikcd the carrer of this staîssari nonîlilyslîows that
in'cllitg. ni aiid thought(tiilreaders apprcciate full. fre and <open
Iisctis>i !n ut ailtaquesions vitally afTcting huni-n iiîîtcesîs. Th'ie
1) cttt.lbe nunîlîci showqs great sirengtlî, and [lie announecmreni foi
%il%: c.IItlg veas sttttu itl t o ws ii b eSIpancti 1%) malteil
still miiie cageil 1vsuuglit (or 1,>' ail wlînwislî le know what leadiisg
îinds n the %%tulîl ni huuglîî, tliînk on suliticts in which aIl are
inttesteil. %Vhile gîviuîg special promîncnicc lu these icatures,
îîoelrv, fictionl an 1 efllet aining îca.lmng wil hc Iundn sils rîchly
frighted pages.

'l'Itlt.Sioiv F OP JOH G. l'xiON. Tolîl for Voung Folks or
îlîirty yeairs anîont: Soudi Sea Cannilials. B>' the Rev. lames Pation,
B.As. \itls luî>-fi'se fulpage illustrations 1k;iJames Fenncmiorc.
(New Vuok A. C. Atimstrong & Son , rorunto; The %VillardI Tract

[)ebotor.)Thie autlior of ibis miosi attractive andl intcresting work
says ini]lis pret.tce II Ever âince <tac sttpry f ni îy lrother's lite first
apîlearcel it has laten conmta.tly lircssCd oison me that a Youang Folks
edition would Il- highls liri.el1 The Autûlaîcsgraphy has therclorc
liceisrecat ar.l illuisraieul, in thIe hope and prayer that the Lord
will i.e ii to inspite the boys andl girls ni Chrîstcndom wîth a whole.
heaîî.e IcltIi'aS (or the colivciston co( %lacheatben ssodd au
J esu% Ctiri. A tew freslî incidents have lîcen mnîtroduced ; tlie
StIlule cm)nents have hbcr rearranged tu Suit a neas class of readers;
iii thie seric If a gifted artisi liai îsccn enililteyel tl malete 
1,ouk ever>' way attr.ctive tau the youig." I1tie devuic.l carnestness,
the unalTecteal sissiplicity anal the ftvtnt spirit ni Dr. IlMîo-Iarae
.iampcd un every p>age ofthiis fascinatin iîgnrrativet. 1h is une of !he
lîrst laoks thai can lit put int the banils o! oung pîeuple, who wîil
rcad wmîh avidity the grand stnry ni Johin G. l'alun, and the inhlres.
sionstoi goud ihey will reccive train ifs agci wll Ili- îleci)and
listing.

Tilt: i ',N I MONI'Ili.v. (Boston; Iloùugliton, iMiiflîi
C).) -lis the D.cenîber nnt o fuihe.4dlaii Mr. Crawford lings
lis çerial story, - Dan Oriino," t10-ari unexpectetiland strîking doqte
andin thte tinal passages of W:iî fuvritellis us that in hlus bero wei sec
a .ketch of the yuung maai of the tranîsition perîod i laitani lite.
'flic ~ I .hcl ofi n t his nuinicr s a culictuon ut tetters tita
J ames R.Uscll Uit cll a.ltlrcsescdtu V. j. ')ialnali, svhictà are very
clcaiglîii îiadin, ,full of the geniai, 5ùi,.èy das1moition, anîd the

.1,ick laauzli. s4ifunîur and feeling ltitc!i wcrm su cbaraý.îerisîic ut
the min. Frank Bolles has a sketch enîjîled IIMonce un Chocurua
ai Nigbt ;il and E lwvard Everest llale's grapîbic papiers un II A New
England tioyboud '* aie continued, and art as interesting as ever in
iheir intimate lîersrenal sketches of mesi and landmarks of old Boston

days. ln a tiavel sketch, -A Moenîng i Sermione," Ellen Olney
Kirk describes the ciluaint oid lîalian towil whrrre Catuilus once hadl
i. counhiry villa. -%I. lVilliam lienry ltîslop's paliers on ''An

Amrîaa atiilutaz alina 1ale gave a furtber accuunt ut hîou5c.
hunsting. ani bas lectiaption A aliamuonien ai ilecilce a> ,.Ittlcularly
interesîi..g and aatuing. .'gne, Itepplact > ariacie un 1" Vvianal
1humour " i> full of goudLhiingi, and 1. wuîaîen wîîb brigbtnîess and
vivacîîy. A mre qerînuç c'anrihaiiva*, lrofessor Andrew C Mic
.Laugblirs's article on II Mississippi and the Negro Question,' discus.
ses the vmants ner i ch !ississipili bas lundusaket s egulaie the
rîglîts of ncgroes within ber bîrriers. A strikîng poemn by Lils
CahotI Perry enti led ."At Night,'l the conclusion of lMargaret C.
Graham's stor>',a. The WVitlarow Water Right,' and Julm Vance
Cbeney's verses un Dcemcber, together wîîth ctîcal articles On re.
cent Isouks, cluse a tboruugbl, ccijatlîe nuiiler.

TuiE TtsEASURY OF RELIGIOUS lTROUC-îms FOR PASTOR AND
PIPOPLE. (New Vok : E. B. Treat.-The nurober for Deceniber
closes the yeatrizclly freighied l h good blîigs. lis lui Serinons.
Timely Service Sermons and Sermons in Leading Ttîougbîs arc
excellent, and admirably adaptcd tu airs the bosi of rcaders of Ibis
magazine. II Ifeaven Wihout a Sca," is l'y Dr. lKneeland. of
Bosser whose portrait, sketch ot lite andl vîew of church are gîven.

IGod Rcvcaledl in Christ," by Dr. Tindall, ofl Omaha, îs worthy of
cateful study. "'Ageal Pcopl&*s Service," by Rev. George il.
Ilbbard. The Chiistraias Day Sermon, Thse Birtb ofthIe Wonder.
lui, by Rev. 13. F. Grenoble, New Year's Day Sermon and Ial'rayer
for Divine Instruction in Arithnîcîje," by Dr. David Grcgg, suc.
cesser to Dr. T. L. Cuyler, are flrsî*rale in every respect. Leading
Sermonie Thoughts arc by Dr. Joseph Parker, Rev. F. W. Brown,
Rev. P. Ainsile and ltcv. 1. S. btassion. An Exegesis of dite
îwenty-tbîrîl Psalm, by Professor T. il. Rich, îs a very bhotoug!h,
sc.holariy production. and President Gaies' article on l'The Training
for Citizens," is both tinsely and important. Everyone syjîl rc.ad Dr.
Cuyler's Pen Picture et Professor Roswili D Hitîchicock, arnd also
Professor A. Il.- Sayce on il Old Testaments and Ancient Monts
ments,II Il low 10 Conduct tbe IPraycr.&Neeting," by II. M.Scudder,
jr, full cf sugge.-!ions. "'i'hc Gospel and the Age," is ably discussed
by Ee. S. McComb, B.D., Rev. J. G. Kitchen explaining "uThe
Sign on the DoorlPot.' Je.eîsh Lite in Europe andl Palestine is
described by Dr. Stune. Ligbr is thrown on tihe S. S. Lessons by
lit. Monient. Good ediîoiaisassNt the other tesstures malte an
excellent nomnbre for closinthie yea-r.


