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dtliin fuit appears in the Presbyterzan CoZ/ege Journal for
IManth
hTe Church at Cote Aes Nieges wasbu rned ta the ground

lit Winter I! was.1 uniln lçhuch, owned by the Preshv-
terial5 and Epcp 'fans.. The Presbyteiians have bnught

te interest of the Epis.è)ain idithe property and re-
ltteCurch. On Sa )bathIlu1 it was opfn d fo

hl worship, teservices being 'ýondMcted no i ncf
t'eeniiig by the Rev. Professor Scrimgez.1

Ille dclegates to the Christian Conferednce, whi.-h opens
thi evenine, are beginni ng to arrive, tbaugh onl y a few from

great distance, wilI be here titi the arrivai of to-night's
"08k The Rev. Dr. Burns, of tHalifax, came by New

onSaturday and preacbed to bis former cangregauion
P' Cresent Street Churc'i yesterday morning. The Con-

1bvflC. promises ,o be well attenied, and will, it is hoped,
.Productive of good. The Presbyterians bave shown their

ititerest in it in a very practical form, the large butk af the
SiOney required for it having been subscribed by tbem. It

jaIY amazinz how littlc is given by our brethren of the~ethodist and Episcopai Churches fur other than pureiy
deOotiflationat. work.
'The expenses uf this Conference under the auspices ai the
ve.igelical Alliance amount to upwardç of $2.000 ; of ibis

%ouiDt the Episcopalians and Methodists have contributed
~iIt $soo each, whereas the Presbyterians are down for
'eXtll $140oo. This is hy no means an isolated case, as is
RitaPifimd by the annuai reports of many af aur reiious

0 tdcharitable Eocieties, the funds for tbe support of whicb
techieRiv from Preshyterian sources, while the adminis-

1111tiOn and'patronage are iargely ini the bands ai those of
fjt4er Înomimations. Some prefer ta '«run " an institutiontder tan support it financially. It would seem as if ancdell"ination wouid even like ta contraI and run a certain
%8titution in aur midst, the buildinz connected with which

V% ntirely erected by a generous Presbyterian.
h Thbe annuai report ai the Industrial Rooms is recentiy ta

elle. Wark for the needy in the form of sewing, etc., is
PrO"ided. The number af women thus heiped by the com-

it ast year was 114, divided among the denominations
1h *1olws:- Episcopatians, thirty-eight ; Preshyterian, tbirty.
fi ee Methodists, twenty-four ; Baptists, five ; Congrega-
Ctalists, four ; and Frencb Protestants, ten. Cantribu.

1 if or the support oi the wark are acknowiedged as fol-
18From Presbyterians, $902 47 ; Unitarians, $xoe;

1~.iregationalists, $78.25; Episcopalians, $54 30; Metho.tl' 0 34*30. Ia ather words the Presby'erians gave $902
zdai, other denaminations cambined $267. Were the

-iide Churches ta canîribute proportionateiy ta, their wcaitb
%4 nuimber, as the Preibyterians do, the revenue of most

Ou eevln institutions woutd be mare tban doubted
eir power for goodJ very greatiy increased.

~~Peaking of tbe various denorninations recails an officiai
't Mtade ta Montreailtait week by the Lieutenant-G >ver-
or0f the Province. The chairmnan af the reception cam-
riteWas an Episcopalian and it was quite amusing ta

P sce the arrogant assumption as ta the ;uperiority ai the
e l8aPtcergy. To the officiai dinner invitations wereetnded ta persans in their officiai capacity. These in-
th e heads of severai Roman Catholic institutions;

jàthe Episcopai Bishap o'f Montreal (?) the Episcopai
an1 i Montreal (?i and the Principal ai the Epicopal

to%~an College, but no Ptesbyterian Bishop or Prinz-ipal
lit1vd an invitation. When wili otherwise sensible men

; ifest a littie common sense ? No anc wha is familiar
th~ the facts but knows tbat the Presbvteriar's ai Mantreai
tat say the leaqt, the equal of the Episc -palians in nom-

ptbl Weaitb, influence, social position, intelligence and
lespirit.

ltA effort, tikeiy ta be crowned witb compiete success, is
toPresent being made in the Crescent Street cangregatian,
ei taise funds sufficitnt to support ~a missianary in the for-
ý9, field, t he missi-)nary in view being a member ai the
tirgto wbo compietes bis collte course next spring.

'reannuai meeting of the Calvin Cburch Young Pea.
Association was held in the lecture room of the

~jj-ch on Tuesday *evening, the retiring president, Mr.
fr toras W. Foster, in the chair. The election of- officers
tht session af i888.89 resulted as foilows : Rev. Dr.

litYtb, bonorary prcsiaent ; Mr. Alexander M. Jeffrey,
P id'(ett - Mr. Waitrr H. Smytb and Miss Noris, vice-
tst'teDts- r William Nitilo, secretary ; Miss t)yer, as-

t Setan t re.; Miss Whyte, treisurer ; Miss Moore, or-
ii. Mesrs. James Oborne, John Oborne, E. 1. l

rtn4 9id Jnbhn Gaw, and Misses Crawford, Nihlo, Matthews
tiJtttrey. 'lhe niemibers ai the Association look fonward
il Prosperç,s session.
r4 b' 1.C Cameron, President af St. Paui's Cburcb Young

htd Association, occupiLd the chair at the annuai meeting
reaOn Moridav e'tning, lasý. The annual r-port was
ye ;td the followinz kre eiected officers far the ensuing
tit:Rtv. James Bacay, M.A., hor.onary president;
Aleixander Ml\cFee, president ; Mr. J. F. Mackie, B.A.,
"-y flrst vice president ; Seargent P. Sterns, second

A ei.resident ; Mn. George S. Candlie, secretary.tneasurer.
$4COI itpe ai management was also eiectel. November

elt Wiil he the occasion ai tbe first meeting ai the society.
C the thirteen new students at the Presbyterian Colt ge

OBITUAR Y.

TUSE REV. JOHN DUFF.

The Rev. Dr. Torrance bas written a genial and loving
sketch ai the Rev. John Duif, which tbe exigencies af space
require us ta condense :

Mr. Jolin Duif was humn at Kennaway, in Fifeshire,
Scotland, towardi the close afi 8o6, sa that he was within a
lew month3 af having completed bis eighty-second year
wben he was calîci1 away by Christ ta bis Fatber's bouse ai
many mansi rns ta the heavenly jerusaleni.

His cailege course was taken in St. Andrew's where be
attended for the period, and took the sulj'-cts required of
those wbo were iuoking forward ta tbe ministry ai the
Gospel as their lufe work.

He entered upon tbe study ai tbeoiogy in tbe year 1830,
in tbe Divinity Hait af the United Secession Cburch, which
was then unier the charge ai Dr. John Dick, Proitissor ai
Systematic Theology, and Dr. John Mitchell, wbo held the
praiessorsbip ai Bibiicai Criticism. At the end ai bis thea-
logicat course, he was regularty licensed, and was cam-
mitted ta tbe guidance ai the Great Head ai the Churcb.
Among other places in wbich be was beard was Newarthiil,
in tbe Presbytery ai Hamiltton, Lanarksbire, and the con-
gregatian there, being satisfied ofthte suitabieness ai bis giits
and graces for their instruction and edification, called him
ta be their pastor, and he, having acceptei their cati, was
set aven them in the Lord. He continued ta 1 îbour amDng
bis people in Newartbilt for almost seven years; applying
himseli with ail diligence ta the study ai the Word, for,
tram the beginning, be was carefut in bis puipit preparatians.
considering it presumptian ta attempt ta serve the Lo)rd witb
that whicb cost him nauZt ; and witb al iaitbiulness and
energy ta the discbarge ai the other duties incombent upon
him, such as pastoral visitation, and attendance uapon the
sick and dying. He then received a cali irom Dalry con-
gregation, where be was inducted Julv, 1843- Here he con-
tinued ta minister for six years. In response ta appeals
irom Canada he resolved ta make thisl Province the field ai
bis labour. His first Canadian cb&rge was Albion and
Vaughan. Ater a short pastarate there be was called ta
the Bon-Accord settlement in the neighbourhood ai Elara.
This cati be accepted, and aiter a briei periad, a new churcb
was buiît in Elara, where be remained for a number ai
years. Nearly nineteen years ao, be demitted bis ebairge,
but up tili the lime ai bis death he continued ta reside in
that beautifut village and its neigbbourhood.

Two years ago, Mr. Duif completed bis flftieth year as an
ordained minister, and the occasion was celebrated by the
Presbytery preenting him witb a suitable address, and a
numter of bis iiends with a sum ai maney. The meeting
for the purpose was held in Knox Cburcb, Elora, in wbich
there was a large congregation assembted, emnbracing not a
few from a distance wba bad come out af their respect and
veneration for him. None ai those prestrnt can soon furget
the feeling allusions he made in bis reply ta the address ta
the infirmities of »age wbich lle feit orreping upon bim, and
the grateful recoliections he cherisbed'ai tokens of kindness
he had rect-ived froni nota iew ; and especially bis sense ai
obligation ta the Master wham he bad s0 long served, and
bis confidence in Him for the*iuture.

In 1837, a year afuer be was ordained ta the work of thie
ministrv, Mr. Duff married Miss Eliza Rutherford, sa that th.
twa had an unbroken married lus aif fitty-one years. Mrs.
Duif survives bim. Eigbt cbildren werc homn ta thým, all
ai wbom remain, with the exception of one wbo was sud
deniy smitten down and carried away fcom a beloved bus-
band and a iamiiy ai young chitdren. Oniy are ai thc
cbildren remain unmarried. Mn. Duff's grandchiidren alive
at bis deatb were twenty-eigbt. Ten others bad died in
infancy.

Mn. Duff's cbaracter may be descnibed in a few wards.
As a busband he was kind, as a fatber affeciionate. as a
lriend wanm and faitbiul. His disposition -was truly a:niable
and benevolent, sbowing the transiming power af
Divine grace. Hie grew in Christian attalaiments witb
grawth in years, increasing in meetness for the inheritance
in heaven.

As a preachen ai the Gospel he was dlean, interesting,
earnest and impressîve. One cauid not bear bim and ne-
sisi the conclusion that bis awn beant f-lt the power and
preciousness of the trutb he was setting forth. Christ was
the burden ai bis sermons, which be aiways caretully pre-
pared, seeking guidance fram above ; and bis objr-ct in every
discourse, whether in the study or il. the puipit, was the
weliare ai souls. He was not witbout fruits ai bis minis-
try, as the day wiii deciare. None an earth can tell bow
many be will bave for a crown ai joy and rtj icing in the
day ai the Lard Jesus. Witb some ai these be bas alneady
met ; aibers are an the way bomneward.

Mr. Duif was an enerizetic worker in ail ent 'nses ai
the Churcb and ai the Presbytery ta wbich he belonged.
Many a tailsome journey bas be taken ta the remater
settiements ai the cauntry, wben many places wbich are
now fruitlol filtds were unrectaimed iorests, witb a sparse
population.

On Tuesday aiternoon, September 4, at two o'clock, the
funeral took place irom hbis late residence ta the public
cemetery at Etora. After prayer at the bouse by Mr. Mut-
lin,.-withth.he iendsthe.body as covey- t-th cbrc
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Nov. 28, flshua
1888. 1LIAI AT AI-. Joshua
GoLDEN TEXT -Incline my heant unto thy testi-

manies, and flot ta covetousness. - Ps-3. cxix. 36.
SH-ORTER CATIRCHISM.

Question ioo. -The model (i ail prayer begins by ad-
dressing the Ilarer aifl>rayer as Our Father. Gad is the
Creator, the Preserver and the Sus-amecr ai ail mankind.
He is tbrreiore the Fatl er ai ail. Toey bave, hi' sin, be-
corne estranged foi t-Iim. Jesus Chîist, the eider brother,
bas corne ta rzýcncile sinners to t, e Fatner. Ail wbo accept
Hii offe e i mercy are adopted inao the iarnily ai God's ne-
deemed. They recs-ive tne spiii af adaption, wbereby
they cri' Abha, Fither. As the cbild can approstch bis
parent canficiently and lo)vingiy, s0 ait God's believiiîg
clîildren cao draw near to hlm wi-h the iullest confidence
and love, ta prescritt eir 1pititin. for tbernstlves and for
oihers. The minnr in khich G )d thould be approached
in prayer is here tiic-i that it should be " witb bly
reverence." This s'i,)d fl ot [te forgitten. Thrre is a ten-
denci' in aur days to indtilg2 in wbat lo,-ks remarkably like
irreverent prayer.

I NTRKODUCTORV.
Ai was, at the time ai tbe entrance ai the Israeiites into

Canaan, a city of consideribie importance, with a populatian
ai about 12 000. It was twenty-hive or thirty miles west ai
J eicho, and some distance eait oi Bethel. Jenicho having
been ievelled witb the ground, the Israeliteï pursued their
marcb westward and fond the well-fartified ciuy ai Ai, in
a strong situation difficuit ai approacb, barring their funther
progress.

I. Defeat at Ai-The cause ai the repulse ai the Is-
raelites at Ai is fareshadowed in the apening verse of the
lesson. Thougb ît was tbrougb the sin ai one individual,
the nation is beld re-psnsilèle for it. Nations are beld ne-
sponsibte for the sins oi their irdividual citiz-ns. A na-
tion, no more than an individuai, can escape responsibility
by saying, " Arn I my brotbet's keeper ? " L was a - tres-
pass in the accuîsed thing." The gold and silver iaund in
J ericha was devoted, set apart. carsecrated ta the service
ai the Lford. To sleal it and appui' it ta personal ends was
an accursed tbing. It was a bold and defiant disobedience
of God's cornmand. Acýian was the guiity persan wbo
brought disgrace on bis nation and on bis ancestry. The
angen ai the Lard was kindied against tbe people. Sin
always awakens the divine indignation. God is rigbteour.
and holy, and cao neyer look upon sin but wîth displeasure.
Jashua sent m-n ta Ai ta get ail possible information con-
cenning ir, ta guide bum in directing tbe attack against the
city. Thouzh the place was difficuit ai access, a large arîy
was not reqoîsite for uis capture. Tbre ihousand warriors
were deerned sufflcet-t, an 3 accondingli' that number were
sent on the expedition. Instead ai an eaqy victory, the Is-
raelites met witb an unexpected and a tounding defeat.
The men af Ai drove them frai their gales a, d chased themn
inta the valiey of the Jordan, killing thirty-six ai the He
brew saldiers. The eff-ct ai this dîsaster was averwbelm-
îing, "'ube beants ai the people îeked and became as
waten." It was not only that they were hoîiliated belone
thein enemies, but they icît îbey bid incunred the divine
dispteasure.

Il. Inquiring the Cause ai Deieat.-Wben tidinga
af defeat rcach Joshua an 1 the eldeis ai I>rad î hey betake
tbemselves at once ta God's rnercy-seat in deep humiliation
and fervent prayer. The stoot-bearted leader is dismayed.
He rent bis ciothes. Topether witb the eiders lie pras-
trated biaiseli on the ground, and threw dust an bis bead.
Att ai these were tokens ai the deep distress lie expeienced.
Hie ponrsaut bis soul in importonate and pasionate prayer.
The words ai bis prayen sound very tike the îurmuring
camplaints ai tbe Israr-tites wben tbev were la the wiider-
ness. Tht ir îeaning is widely différent. Tbey are not uhe
outcome ai seifish complaint and neproacb. Joshua was
cencerned a -ly ion the welt-heing ai the p.-opie and the bon-
aur ai Jehovah's narne. If the pe )ie were crushed by
their enernieý, baw could tliq prornises he fifilied ?

III. The Cause ai the Defeat Discavered. -Josbua's
prayer is speef!iiv answeed. la going ta God in bis dis-
mress lie d.d peif ctiy nîght. True prayer is always nearly
reiated ta activity. johua nmust not at this cuisis spend
m,"rc time in brrnaaning disa-ter ; be must ari.,e and act.
"lGet t ite up ; wberelore tiesu thou thus upon tby face ?" is
Gd's answ,- ta Li, prayer. ie is also toid that lsnael bas
sinned. Here the act oi one is re.-anded as the act ai ait,
that evtry one may tbeneby be impressed with the enorîity
ai transgres-ing the dtvine commands. Godr-s covenant bad
hten broken hi' Achan's act. What bad been set apart ta
Go J's service bal] been îisapprapriated and staien. Hie
bad disst mbied, that is, acted the hypocrite also. Naw the
cius! ofithe deitat at Ai is cl-arly revealed. "'The chul-
dren ai Israet could not stand before their enemies, but
turned their backs before their enemies, because îbey were
accunsed." Because they had sinned they were discomnfited.
Te condition ai the restaration ai God's favoon and blessing
was that the accured one should be destroyed. The pan-
ishient on the affendler was severe, but bis ul asgel

loi*M"lttlt 24th, IMS.j


