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h“; Church at Cote des Nieges wasburned to the ground
Winter, It w union church, owned by the Presby-
2ns and Epi«cop lans..

t
terj

ot terians have bought

t the Church. Oa Sa bathVlased it was opengd for

P‘lblzc worship, the services being tonducted mO{r's wnd T
¢ning by the Rev. Professor Scrimger, 1

lhi:.he delegates to the Christian Confcr?n’ce, whizh opens

u ¢vening, are beginning to arrive, though only afew from

g h\y' great distance, will be here till the arrival of to-night’s
S 03, The Rev. Dr. Burns, of Halifax, came by New
in“' on Saturday and preached to his former congregation

. foe c5cent Street Church yesterday morning. The Con-
Tence promises 10 be well attended, and will, it is hoped,
imP'Oductive of good. The Presbyterians have shown their
erest in it in 2 very practical form, the large bulk of the
i'Oney required for it having been subscribed by them. It
u'eally amazing how littlz is given by our brethren of the
de';':hodist and Episcopal Churches for other than purely

Ominational work.

pThe expenses of this Conference under the auspices of the
";a“gelical Alliance amount to upwards of $2.000 ; of this
.b:“nt the Episcopalians and Methodists have contributed
Ut $100 each, whereas the Presbyterians are down for
& tly $1,400. This is by no means an isolated case, as is
Cmplifind by the annual reports of many of our religious
charitable societies, the funds for the support of which
e chiefly from Presbyterian sources, while the adminis-
mh“’" and patronage are largely in the hands of those of
,‘u:' denominations. Some prefer to “ run ” an institution
r than support it financially, It would seem as if one
iu,t?m‘."”ion would even like to control and run a certain
wq, Ution in our midst, the building connected with which
entirely erected by a generous Presbyterian,

hin he annyal report of the [ndustrial Rooms is recently to
™ d Work for the needy in the form of sewing, etc., is
i‘:‘"ded. The number of women thus helped by the com-
h‘tee last year was 114, divided among the denominations
. '°“°WS : Episcopalians, thirty-eight ; Presbyterian, thirty-
i €¢ ; Methodists, twenty-four ; Baptists, five ; Congrega-
t "‘hsls, four ; and French Protestants, ten. Contribu-
lo‘,! for the support of the work are ackngwledgcd as fol-
5: From Presbyterians, $902 47; Unitarians, $100;
d Ngregationalists, $78.25; Episcopalians, $54 30; Metho-
ug’ $34.30. In other words the Presby'erians gave $902
all other denominations combined $267. Were the
‘nd' Churches to contribute proportionately to their wealth
Numbers, as the Presbyterians do, the revenue of most
N .ng“' benevolent institutions would be more than doubled
| X their power for good very greatly increased.
.§Peaki,,g of the various denominations recalls an official
tor Made to Montreal last week by the Lieutenant-G ver-
'hiuof the Province. The chairman of the reception com-
noi ot Was an Episcopalian and it was quite amusing to
1€ the arrogant assumplion as to «he superiority of the
m“%pal clergy. To the official dinner iovitations were
"ln;n ed to persons in their official capacity, These in-
":oed the heads of severai Roman Catholic institutions ;
Do the Episcopal Bishop of Montreal (?) the Episcopal
<3 of Montreal (?) and the Principal of the Episcopal
e ctsan College, but no Presbyterian Bishop or Prinzipal
‘:““’ed an invitation. When will otherwise sensible men
‘it?\lfe“ a little common sense? No one who is familiar
are  the facts but knows that the Presbyteriaps of Montreal
» 10 say the least, the equal of the Episc -palians in num-
M:’. Wealth, influence, social position, intelligence and
lic Spirit,
a D effort, likely to be crowned with complete success, is
to r;_CSem being made in the Crescent Stzeet congregation,
tig, IS¢ funds suffici-nt to support .a missionary in the for-
eld, the missionary in view being a member of the
Rtegation who completes his collee course next spring.

’Me'she annual meeting of the Calvia Church Young Peo-
Shygy ssociation was held in the lecture room of the
Thoch on Tuesday evening, the retiring president, Mr.
fr . 0as W, Foster, in the chair. The election of officers
S the session of 1888-89 resulted as follows: Rev. Dr.
» honorary president ; Mr. Alexander M. Jeffrey,
Q_dem; Mr. Walter H. Smyth and Miss Notris, vice-
a ; Mr. William Nivlo, secretary ; Miss Dyer, as-
ni"t Secretary ; Miss Whyte, treasurer ; Miss Moore, or-
2 iamst- Messrs. James Oborne, John Oborne, E. J. Hil
& g » Johy Gow, and Misses Crawford, Niblo, Matthews
\ tog ‘ftrey. ‘1'he members of the Association look forward
i Prosperous session.
- Menl;' I. C. Cameron, President of St. Paul’s Church Young
hejq  Association, occupizd the chair at the annual meeting
4 °0 Mondav evening last.  The annual r-port was
yht’_’nd the following fyere elected officers for the ensuing
My i Rev. James Barclay, M.A., hororary president ;
B¢ Alexander McFee, president ; Mr. J. F, Mackie, B.A.,
Vige., <> first vice president ; Seargent” P. Sterns, second
A . President ; Mr. George S. Cantlie, secretary-treasurer.
sne:“’n‘gittee of management was also elected. November
t will be the occasion of the first meeting of the society.
hg,e ‘thﬁ thirteen new students at the Presbyterian Coll-ge
Worj, his session, eight are French speaking and bave the
%he, of French Evangelizition in view. One is an Lialian,
Myq; Came from his native land about a year ago, and
%mes With the purpose of labouring among his fellow-
'Ymen in Canada.
°Pene Present session of the Pointe-aux-Trembles schools
laﬁt Monday, Already seventy boys and forty-five
A e:l’e In attendance, and a consilerable number of others
ihg ‘al?eued this week. The pu'ilic re-opening of the build-
the ate Place on Friday, the 26th inst,, at two o'cluck in
€Inuon, when an interesting meeting is expected,
€ Rev. Dr, Mathews preaches his farewell sermon in
N la 18 Church, Quebec, on Sabbath next, and sails for
%e {1 the following Thursday. His future residence will
“ondon, Eogland.

\
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OBITUARY.

THE REV, JOHN DUFF,

’

The Rev. Dr. Torrance has written a genial and loving
sketch of the Rev. Joha Duff, which the exigencies of space
require us to condense :

Mr. John Duff was born at Kennoway, in Fifeshire,
Scotland, towards the close of 1806, so that he was within a
few months of having completed his eighty-second year
when he was called away by Christ to his Father’s house of
many mansions to the heavenly Jerusalem.

His college course was taken in St. Andrew's where he
attended for the period, and took the subjects required of
those who were luoking forward to the ministry of the
Gospel as their life work.

He entered upon the study of theology in the year 1830,
in the Divinity Hall of the United Secession Church, which
was then under the charge of Dr. John Dick, Professor of
Systematic Theology, and Dr. John Mitchell, who held the
professorship of Biblical Criticism. At the end of his theo-
logical course, he was regularly licensed, and was com-
mitted to the guidance of the Great Head of the Church.
Among other places in which he was heard was Newarthill,
in the Presbytery of Hamilton, Lanarkshire, and the con-
gregation there, being satisfied of the suitableness of his gifts
and graces for their instruction and edification, called him
to be their pastor, and he, having accepted their call, was
set over them in the Lord. He continued to 11bour among
his people in Newarthill for almost seven years; applying
himself with all diligence to the study of the Word, for,
from the beginning, he was careful in his pulpit preparations.
considering it presumption to attempt to serve the Lord with
that which cost him nought ; and with . all faithfulness and
energy to the discharge of the other duties incumbent upon
him, such as pastoral visitation, and attendance upon the
sick and dying. He then received a call from Dalry con-
gregation, where he was inducted July, 1843. Here he con-
tinued to minister for six years. In response to appeals
from Canada he resolved to make thi$ Province the field of
his labour. His first Canadian charge was Albion and
Vaughan. After a short pastorate there he was called to
the Bon-Accord settlement in the neighbourhood of Elora.
This call he accepted, and after a brief period, a new church
was built in Elora, where he remained for 2 number of
years. Nearly nineteen years a 1o, he demitted his charge,
but up till the time of his death he continued to reside in
that beautiful village and its neighbourhood.

Two years ago, Mr. Duff completed his fiftieth year as an
ordained minister, and the occasivn was celebrated by the
Presbytery presenting him with a suitable address, and a
number of his friends with a sum of money. The meeting
for the purpose was held in Knox Church, Elora, in which
there was a large congregation assembled, embracing not a
few from a distance who had come out of their respect and
veneration for him. None of those present can soon forget
the feeling allusions he made in his reply to the address to
the infirmities of ‘age which he felt crreping upon him, and
the grateful recollections he cherished of tokens of kindness
he had recrived from not'a few ; and especially his sense of
ob'igation to the Master whom he had so long served, and
his confidence in Him for the'future.

In 1837, a year after he was ordained to the work of the
ministry, Mr. Duff married Miss Eliza Rutherford, so that th.
two had an unbroken married lif: of fifty-one years, Mrs.
Duff survives him. Eight children were born to th«m, all
of whom remain, with the exception of one who was sud-
denly smitten down and carried away from a beloved hus-
band and a family of young children. Only ore of the
children remain unmarried. Mr. Duff’s grandchildren alive
at his death were twenty-eight. Ten others had died in
infancy.

Mr. Duff’s character may be described in a few words.
As a husband be was kind, as a father affectionate, as a
triend warm and faithful, His disposition'was truly amiable
and benevolent, showing the transforming power of
Divine grace. I.Ie grew in Christian attainments with
growth in years, increasing in meetness for the inheritance
in heaven. .

As a preacher of the Gospel he was clear, interesting,
earnest and impressive. One could not hear him and re-
sist the conclusion that his own heart f-lt the power and
preciousness of the truth he was setting forth. Christ was
the burden .of his. sermons, which he always carefully pre-
pared, seeking guidance from above ; and his object in every
discourse, whether in the study or iu the pulpit, was the
welfare of souls. _He was not without fruits of his minis-
try, as the day will declare.  None on earth can tell how
many he will have for a crown of joy and rejoicing in the
day of the Lord Jesus. With some of these he has already
met ; others are on the way homeward,

Mr. Duff was an energetic worker in all enterprises of
the Church and of the Presbytery to which he belonged.
Many a toilsome journey has he taken to the remoter
settlements of the country, when many places which are
now fruitful fields were unreclaimed forests, with a sparse
population.

On Tuesday afternoon, September 4, at two o’clock, the
funeral took place from his late residence to the public
cemetery at Elora. ~ After prayer at the house by Mr. Mul-
lin, with the friends, the body was conveyed to the church,
in which a large congregation had assembled. Here' ser-
vices suitable to the solemn occasion were conducted.

Mr, Duff’s son-in-law, the Rev. Mr. Ro'ertson, of
Chesterficld, presided, giving out the hymns, all ot which
had been favourite ones with the deceased, and reading
the filty-first Psalm, which was also a favourite portion
with him of sacred Sgipture,  Dr. Torrance le! in prayer,
and Dr. James add&:dsed_ those pregent 'in suitable and im-
pressive terms,” Dr, Middlemiss closed with a short prayer
and the benediction. The body was thek carriel again to
the hearse, and the cnrtege, including many on foot, and a
large number of carriages, moved away to the cemetery, in
which the body now lies awaiting the resurrection ofthe just
at the last day.
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GoupeN TeXT —Incline my heart unto thy testi-
monies, and not to covetousness.— Psi. cxix. 36,

SHOKRTER CATECHISM.

Question 100.—The model of all prayer begins by ad-
dressing the Hearer of Prayer as Our Father. God is the
Creator, the Preserver and the Sus:ainer of all mankind.
He is therefore the Fatter of ali. Tney have, by sin, be-
come estranged from Him. Jesus Chiist, the elder brother,
has come to rcconcile sinners to the Fatner. All who accept
His offe e | mercy are adopted in'o the family of God’s re-
deemed. They reccive the spitit of adoption, whereby
they cry Abba, Fither. As the child can approsch his
parent confidently and lovingly, so all God’s believing
children can draw rear to him wi'h the fullest confidence
and love, to present their putition: for themselves and for
others. The macner in which God thould be approached
in prayer is here declared that it should be ‘‘with holy
reverence.” This shiouid not be forgotten.  There is a ten-
dency in our days to indulgs in what lovks remarkably like
irreverent prayer.

INTRODUCTORY.

Ai was, at the time of the entrance of the Israelites into
Canaan, a city of considerable importance, with a population
of about 12 0oo. It was twenty-five or thirty miles west of
Jericho, and some distance east of Bethel. Jericho having
been levelled with the ground, the Israelites pursued their
march westward and found the well-fortified city of Ai, in
a strong situation difficult of approach, barring their further
progress.

I. Defeat at Ai.—The cause of the repulse of the Is-
raelites at Ai is foreshadowed in the opening verse of the
lesson. Though it was through the sin of one individual,
the nation is held responsible for it. Nations are held re-
sponsible for the sins of their irndividual citizens. A na-
tion, no more than an individual, can escape responsibility
by saying, ‘‘ Am I my brothei’s keeper ?” It was a *¢ tres-
pass in the accursed thing.” The gold and silver found in
Jericho was devoted, set apart, consecrated to the service
of the Lerd. To steal it and apply it to personal ends was
an accursed thing. It wasa bold and defiant disobedience
of God’s command. Achan was the guiity person who
brought disgrace on his nation and on his ancestry. The
anger of the Lord was kindled against the people. Sin
always awakens the divine indignation.  God is righteous
and holy, and can never look upon sin but with displeasure.
Joshua sent m<n to Ai to get all possible information con-
cerning it, to guide him in directing the attack against the
city. Though the place was difficult of access, a large army
was not requisite for its capture. Thr=e thousand warriors
were deemed sufficient, an) accordingly that number were
sent on the expedition. Instead of aa easy victory, the Is-
raclites met with an unexpected and a tounding defeat.
The men of Ai drove them from their gates a* d chased them
into the valley of the Jordan, killing thirty-six of the He
brew soldiers. The eff-ct of this disaster was overwhelm-
ming, ‘the hearts of the people melied and became as
water,” It was not only that they were humiliated before
their enemies, but they felt they hid incurred the divine
displeasure.

II. Inquiring the Cause of Defeat.—When tidings
of defeat rcach joshua ant the elders of I-racl they betake
themselves at once to God’s mercy-seat in deep humiliation
and fervent prayer. The stout-hearted lesder is dismayed.
He rent his clothes. Together with the elders he pros-
trated himself on the ground, and threw dust on his head.
All of these were tokens of the deep distress he experienced.
He pours out his soul in importunate and passionate prayer,
The words of his prayer sound very like the murmuring
complaints of the Israclites when they were in the wilder-
ness, Th:ir meaning is widely different. They are not the
outcome of selfish complaint and reproach. Joshua was
cencerned o ly for the well-being of the p=ople and the hon-
our of Jehovah’s name. If the peple were crushed by
their enemies, how could His promises be fulfilled ?

IIL. The Cause of the Defeat Discovered.—Joshua's
prayer is speecily answered. In going 10 God in his dis-
iress he d:d peif ctly right. True prayer is always nearly
related 10 activity. Jo-hua must not at this crisis spend
more time in bemoaning disa-ter ; he must arise and act.
‘“ Get thee up ; wheretore liest thou thus upon thy face? ” is
Gud’s answer to Li. prayer. He is also toid that Israel has
sinned. Here the act of one is regarded as the act of all,
that every one may thereby be impressed with the enormity
of transgres-ing the divine commands. God’s covenant had
been broken by Achan’s act.  What had been set apart to
Go i's service hal been misappropriated and stolen, He
had diss¢ mbled, that is, acted the hypocrite also. Now the
cuus: of the defcat at Ai is clearly revealed. ¢ The chil-
dren of Israel could mot stand before their enemies, but
turned their backs before their enemies, because they were
accursed.”” Because they had sinned they were discomfited.
Tiie condition of the restoration of God’s favour and blessing
was that the accur-ed one should be destroyed. The pun-
ishment on the offender was severe, but his guilt was great.
He could not plead ignurance. Ife, as welj as all, had been
plainly warned of the consequence of disobeying God's com-
mand. He stole the spl:ndid Babylonish girment, the
silv r and the g id, becuse he could not regjst tre prompt-
irgs of his greed, Tle tMwgght he would_gain by his sin,
but he found soon afterwards that it cost him his life.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

The sin of one is an irjury 10 ali.

The ration is responsible Tor the off -nces of its criminals,

The distressed soul finds a refuge in God.

God’s laws rcquire that the off:nder should be justly
punished, q

Further disaster ran&l be akdided by repenting of and
forsaking the sins that im.(g God’s displeasure.
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