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TIIE next presidential electien is near, antd the Re-
publicans arc atf thîtîr stits' end te fibd botncthitig tei
say against President CIceland, %hîo inay possibly
be in tht field for a sccoiîd terni. ClevclandI's.idnuin-
istration lins been conspkLieusl) able and dlean.
£yen party zeal cant scarcely find aaything te say
against it. There us a v,.tgue gencial cha.rge thant for
some renson cr anothiet lie is 'hobtile le tlic arnîy
Thet litht lie svaz ci to retura soine cf the
Confederate fl.îgs t.tkeiî during tlic car .s given as5
proof of his dîslîke of flie Graînd Arni of the Repub
lic. Whcn suJi trifling LI).îrgts h.îýt toite truiped up
mI the end of scierai >eiits' uL.-upan.-y of the W'hite
House ont inay test a.asu. cd that the President has a
good record. Ont cf tlie sorst things Lonnected with
party gevernînent is thant a polî.i;cal oppontent must be
opposed, ne inatter he%% good Lis recerd. Clevelaad
must be assailed simply liecause hie is a IJemocrat;
and it would be exactly flic saint! if hie %%cre a Rcpub-
lican. Nobodi seems able te propose a sulistitute fer
party goverament, but it has somne very serieus draw-
backs ail the saine.

MANiy cf our ministerial readers are ihis week pack-
îng their valises and starting for their suinîner trip.
Whatevcr tIse lhey put in, 'se hope îhîey will net for-
get te put ta a few geod Go~spel sermons. fluere are
fine chances for preactng during vacation lime.
Some of tht most tntelligent, apprec-iative audiences
ont ever ses are on sîcambuats, in summer hotîs,
and at seasîde and laktside resorts. As a rule tht
people want aSabbath ser.'cc, and enjey il immensely.
WVhether a minister sheulcl suggcst a seiv icc and take
a promintrit part ta irringitg fcr i is a question cf
prefessional cliquette wve do net indertake te decîde.
As a nuIt1 noîhing cf tht Land is needed. Nearly
every captaia et a steamboat stantb ai teasi one Sab-
bath service on bis boat. Wce never hecard of a suim-
mier hoctel keeper who dîd net wishi te have service in
his large roemn an Sesbbath. The great majorîîy of
tht gucats altvays attend ; and, accourit for îî as yeu
may, there is a solcmnîty :.nd t..ndcrness about these
services, when tht preacher understands hîs work, net
oftert seen in tht regular church services at heme.
Tht Presbyterian Church has a right te epect thatt
bier nepresenltatives at Portland, or tht Lower St. Law-
rence, or on tht Atlantic or IPaciflc, or nearer home,
in our fine Nerîhera rcsting-places, will sec that their
share of the work is weli donc, as we have ne doubt
it will bp. _____

TuE Iollowing wvetghty wvords from the Mail show
that athers understand tht cffect cfa poorhy-sustaîned
pulpit upon tlie people quit e as wcll as c!ergymen. It
is difilcult fer a mintsî-.r te dîscuss this. question
without crLiting a susw,,cion that lie is acting (rom
selfish motives. Our ..ontemnperary -. ys:

Tht cleigy cf a country are largely inst Unental in statmp-
ing its character upots il. Given an educate<l and devoied
cîergy, and tbere wa'il arise, ns a result cf tht pulpil tench-
ings, a high-prirîcipled and honourable Iaily. But sbeuld
the pulpit becemne wcalc and insiptid, moral wcakness will
surcly be the characîcristic cf the people condemned te ait
under il. Frum a patriotic point of vicw, thercloe, tht
best asen are rcquired for tht Church. If penury is te bc
thcarîllly rcwaid of tht clcrgy, men of abilily and power
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wllt bk scarce la the next generation of preschers. This
wîll lît a public cal&mity; but It will be tht rcstilt of public
shirtcom, ngs.
The tacts so wcll stattîl in the foregoiag were, we
believe, toe much lost siglît of in discussing tht
cdaims cf aur Augmentation Fund upon tlic Church.
Tîtat fuad dots net cxist for tht sole benetit cf
ininisters. The people are benefited by it as wcll as
the preacliers. For, as tlie Mail says, "lan cducated
and devoted clerg>' ' produce "~a high-principled and
honourable latity." A wcak, poorly-sttstained pulpit
make a morally wenk people. Viewed siînply as ani
educalor, a wtll-sustained pulpit is wvortl tifr moere
te tht country titan it cests. Tht people ma1 sink
belo%' thecir teachers, but they neyer risec abose thcmn.

TiiE cîcrical vacation is recciving due attention in
thte press, partly because this is vacation lime and
partly because it is tht Il silly season," wlien live tepîcs
-ire fewv ani far beîwecn. A rcligious journal says

The tcils of m)inustct' vacations niosi l>e %tudîc'd under n
s-reng bis durang sttch a hot Sf0500 es att the precist. îî'rtting
i% parchtng the cati h and wcakening the strermgth of men.
The nccsity- cf a scason of test cannol bc tienird. But it
it eay Io yielît Io a sel[.indulgcnt spirit, inquliig Plot how
rnuch respite front work i3 needed, but huw niuch cati bc
secuircd.
Yes, but the study et tht ethics cf tht question ned
net lbe put off until rtht hot season. Whcn thtc grotînd
us parcricd ani tht strcngth ts %%cakening and huain-
îty us swtlterung, is net tht ttie to study cîlîcs. Ifn
minister founl outt years ago thant lie can e mort antI
better work in a year by tsorking tIti ta rnonthls and
resting one, the emhîcs ?.equire hîimt tesct tht one,
and hesides thîs, there is a hugt fallacy untterlying
al.aosî everything wc read on tbis question. It is nearly
always assttmed tlint % lien a pastor takes his vacation
bis pulpît is eînpîy and tht people have ne prcachîng.
Such a thîng us happily aliiost unkno%%n tn Canada.
somebecly aîways, or ver>' nearly ahitays, preaches.
And trutli te say, tht prearhn limas sometîmes quite as
gcod when tht regular paster is away on his holidays
as wvhen lie is ai honte. And, tell at flot mn Gatît,
sonittimies si is ti-en better. The asbumpmon that
people are left itthocit prencbîng during ,.atation îs
uîterly basclcsi and sorti of the people ssho make
tht asstîmptîon know il.

U,'OMIAN 'S FOREIGNV UISSIONA 1? Y
SQCIIEI Y.

TitER is an impression that the phcnenal success
thcut has atîended the efforts of tht Weman's Foreign
Missionary Society is a triatter for surprise, but wlty
should it be such a marvellous thing tlint a Christian
enterprise originated and conducted by wemen
should be an assured success ? WVhatever in thtc way
of bentevoient and Christ ian actis'iîy womien have
undertaken bas generally becn attended isith enceur-
aging prnsperity. Tht cause of Temperance owes
much te tht earnest and self ienying labours of
women te secure fitedoni from thé curse tliat faIls
so heavily on wonien and children. WVhy, then,
should it bic a matter of surprise that the Woman's
Foreign Mîssionary Sc,:icty hits in a very few y cars
reached a pla-e cf suzît tmportance and effected
se much good ? lis success has certainly been great,
but, judging hemi uts past hisîory, tht work yet te be
dent threugh its ageney, and tht prudence, devo-
tten and enthusiasîn with which its afflairs are con-
ducted mnay reasonably be expected te reach much
greatcr dimensions and wield an influence fer geed far
beyond its prescrnt capacity.

Tht eleventh annual report has recently made its
appearance, and its circulation throughout ' ne Church
would bc inost hielpful ta tht nîissionary cause. It
eught te be carefully rend by ail into whose hands it
inay come. Tliere is scarcely anything that flnds a
place in its pages that cati bc regarded as superfluous.
It is a good Illustration that wornen are not se garrul-
ous as sorte cypics are disposezd te insinuate. There
is vtry 1'ttle in tht report that can justly be described
as padding. It is in most respects a ver readahle
productien. f here are repents, net prepared by
women cither, printed and submitted to public bodies,
which are leld as read. There they end. A great
many people te whomn they are sent acquiesce chccr-
fully in tht decision, and likewise hold tht elaborately
prcparted reports as rend. And this is preîty muchi
aI tht reiding they receive. Tht eleventh annual
report cf tht WVoman's Foreign Mission deserves
better treatracat. Its careful peruspl will ehicit- the
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interest and enlist the sympatity and co-optration
of many flot yct identilicd with the active workîng of
the institution.

The Foreign Secrctary's report presents a full view
of the varjous missions supported by the Presbytcrian
Churchi in China, on the Incliatn reservcs in Manitoba
and the North.West, in Central India and thec Ncw
Holbrides. l'his is followed by the Home Sccretarys
report, in which flic remarkable progress during the
)-car is briefly sketched. No fewer than two rtew
Presbyterial Societies, sixty-five auxiliaries and twen-
ty.six mission bands ha-ve been farn-ed, bringing up
th. orgafluzatifla te thec goodly proportions cf eîghteen
Presbyterial societies, 256auxiliaries, and seventy-six
mission bands. In these mission bands tdicre is a
incmbcrship cf 2,059 ; in the auxiliaries the members
number 6,484, and Jilere are 152 life inembcrs ; the
total miembership is tow 8,563. The nioney for mis-
sions raised by this agency includes $3,646.91 contri.
buted by the mission bands ; fromn other sources,
$435.44 ; and by the aîîxiliarics, $14,498.70, making a
grand total for the Year Of $1i51-5 T hese rcsults
show thint tlic woincn's tnovcment for the extension cf
tlie Gospel io hieathen landîs has met witli a cordial
response throughiout the churches.

The good accomplishied by the Womian's Foreign
à>issionary Society is net confined te thc mcrely mia-
terial results thant can ensîly bc recognized and tabu-
lated. The active effort clirectlystitaîaed by the
socicxy wîil prove a gfreat blessing te those on whc'se
bahahf it i5 made. Tihis society provides salaries and
expenses cf thrcc lady ilissionaries, twvo lacty inedical
rnîssionarics and tivo aidymrns.sonary teachers, and the
current cxpenses cf schiools, native teachers, Bible
wonien, etc., in Central India. Thcy aIse help te
inaintaîn educatiotial work ta Formosa, thtc New Heb-
rides and 'Lrinidad, as well as in the schools on tht
Inctian rcscrv.es ta the North-West. Much cf tht
awakcned interest in missions is directly traceable to
the eneigetîc efforts ci tht %Vom.in s Society. By tht.r
regular ineetings, and throtijh other channels, the-t
diffuse much valuable information respcîing tht pro-
,,ress of tht Gospel abroad. Through tht inspiration
received numbers have dc% utcd themselhýes te personal
labour in tht mission field, ana as ail active endeavour
for Christ's cause, faithfully and sincercly engaged in,
is productive of reflex blessing, the Church generally
mnay hope for a fuller baptismn of the Holy Spirit pro.
ducing a large accession of spiritual strength as a re-
suit cf tht prayers and labours of those who are united
ta the fellewshîp cf tht M oman's Foreign Missionary
Society. __________

MA TERIA L S.

IN the Atlantic eMî>nlhly fer August there is a re-
markably strikinig paper from the pen of George
Frederick lParsons. There is nothing new in the sub-
ject selected for trealment ; it is oId as civilization.
Tht line cf illustration dots net consist in startling
novelties, neither is there anything very original in tht
ideas expressed, but hie preserits thoughts with force-
fui distinctness that oujght te be pondered. Tht
theme on which thtc talented writer descants is "lTht
Growth cf Materialism." His indictinent of tht domin-
ant clîaracteristic cf thtc age is strong and powerful.
There is ne prophesying of smooth things in his de-
lineation of the leading characteristics cf our tinie.
It is ne siren gong luling te stîf-cemplacent delighit
in the remarkable pregress achieved in tht nineteenth
century. Those who have ne more agreeable mes-
sage te delivcr than thint centained in tht paper re-
ferred te may be reproached, as was Elijah by Ahab,
as troublers of lsrael. Tht worst cf it is that tellers
cf plain but unpalatable truths are flot believed ; thear
message is disregarded, and they are branded as
soured misanthropes. It is more convenient than sale,
however, te disraiss aIl quesliens thint awaken trouble-
somne thoughts than te entertain them, and examine
the degrce of trutli they contain.

To prepare tht way fer tht censideration cf his
subject tht writer in tht Atlantic Afonthi>' describes
tht wild excitement in an unnamed western mining
town that was struck by thint most unhtalthy oi aIl
visitations, a boom. Ht shows hew tht selfishness
and savagery of human nature corne to the surface
under such conditions, and describes the moral and
material, havoc they produce. These characteristics
are at work evtrywhere, and are but tht natural if ex-
trer.. ruîtcome cf tht materialism which rules the
pres-,r4 age. Tht ont absorbing pursuit cf incais the


