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congrogatlans. Pre3byierie, this Yeur vill bave an
OpportunltY 01 tbovlag hawv much botter ibay can do
the vrork, blîberto mnainIy donc by th,3 convoiter. W.
bave no daubt raison t0 ba thankfut for aven the
=mail amaunt cf atecntion glimu to this subject ln out

Churcli courts. Frogress bas bean made ln refèence
to the considtration given ta It; but we are .1111 far
bebind what duty demandé, ln regard ta the place
givon ln aur Churei courts, to, deaiing wllb the rail.
glous 1110 of our people.

'%V neglect tbis on wblch ail ibm ,ork ofithe Churcli
depends, o a which our missions, and calleges, and tha
camiort and happinest ai the pastorale depe.nd. We
treat 1: as If It were a subj mct of se-zondary Importance.
1 belleve, havaver, that Ibis arises very Iargcly, rather
(rosm the stupidity whlch charactenizes aut moîhacls oi
proceedure, than (rom any want cf sympathy on the
pant cf the Churcb with this Important quostion.

Barrie, Yuvy, z&$'4 D. D. McLE6oD.

THE PAN.PRESB'TRL4N COUNCIL.

At tbm meeting af the Council on the second day the
itov. Dr. Hayes presided. After devotlonal exercisea-
and routie business lt was agreed t0 salie up the

queston of Titît CONCENSUS
Pr;-, ;. Calrns, Edlnbîirgb, presonted the report of
tho comnilîtea on Ihe consensuw. Wbile desiring the
embodîment ai a symbol for the Alliance, ut vas se-
canimended that It should flot be adapied ai. present.

Principal Caven, Toronto, thon maved: That the
Councli, without commniting lîseif ta ail tbe rasons
by whlch the commitice reaches lis conclusions,
adopts tbeni, but considers itlInexpedient at present ta
aîtenipi a definition cf iboir doctrines or a consensus
ai the Reformed Churches.u Ha vas in sympathy
willi the conclus' ors 10 vhicb the report came, but ha
thougbtltbadbeenshownltwamnotexpedienttoattempt
a definilon cf thoir doctrines ln a consensus Af 1er
discussion, Principal Caven'à motion, wîtz verbal
alteratians, was adapted.

Principal Calderwood submiitedil t followlng Mo-
tion -U"That thm Council declares that ht docs noi
desira tel bave a consensus af the Reformit creeds
elthoi for the purpose cf affordlng a test fai tbm ad-
mission af Churches bIta Ibis General Prebyterlan
Alliance, and for franming a creed for the Alliance,
[but the Couscil agrees ta, declare lis conviction that a
forail siaiement af a consensus cf tbe Refoimet
creeda would rendier great service ta Ibm cause of!
Christian trutb, and %vould irnd ta unite under st
dloser relations ail ibe Reformed Churches organized
under the Prebyterlari orderY»

Dis. SciieZ Bomberger, and Sîorey dlscussed the
question, when Professar Calderwoods motion was
rejecied by a large majoniy.

THSE AUTBOIUT OF SCRIFTURE.
The Rev. Professai Charteris, Edinburgh, read a

piper on "'The Autiionlty of Haly Scripture in the
Early Christian Churcb2' The following are the prin.
ciple points miade: That Ibe apostles claimed for
thomnacives, bath as :speakers and hearers, a para.

Imount authoriîy ln Ibm early Cburcb, and that no
wrftlgs obte.laed. a place in the sacred canon af N4ew

ITestament iSciiptture unless, and until their apostolic
cuiei, vas believed ta be Indisputable. la regard to
thce Ne= Testament itseif, wa find, as a wl*ole, that
it dlaims ta, bc a direct revelatton fron God. is
authors clqlmed for themseives the position ci speak.
lng tho word of God. St. Paul saya: ' "What thlngs
voe speak cet lu vards vhch mas s wasdom teachetb,

ebut which the HoIy Gliost teachetb, comparlng spiri-
tual things willi spiritual." It is ane cf the numnerous
orror talleu Inia by the !umred auîbors cf Ul Super-
nattiral Rliàgion" 1, P2, When they State Ibat thoeo baS
scarcely been any systemi cf religion in Ibe won1L' pro.
clalmed othervise titan as a direct Divine communi.
cation. To tItis t only reply i a direct negative,
Thara nover was any systerzi inth Ibo d w1hcb,ý sa
fan as va cas, ascerain fram Its sacred books, clfîlmed
ta ba a direct revelation iront God as our Bible does.
The men who mroto the Vedic, hyusns, the noble crecd
of the Avesta, or the Iegends ai Baddha, or somte cf
the Chlin Scnlptres do sot say-"l Hear ye the
Wordocitht Lord." It seonis tht authore a" Super-.
natural Religion » la quoting ftom Max Muller, and
ha i flot the cly author who bua bcen mlsled by that
glfted scboho ambiguous worda. Max Mumller says :
Il AccoidLog 1<> the onthodox vitws of the Indian th-
oIogansnt asirigle 1îneýof the Vtdas ms the actbf-

human authors Tht wbola Veda la samebow or
ailie the wonk cf the DciIy, and aven those wba ne-
celveid It vero flot supposeil la ho ordinary marials,
but baîngs zalsed aboya the loael cf common human.
Ity, and lest hiable, iharofore. ta errer ln tbe reception
ai revealed truth.» Thet are many stich parngraplis
lu Mlax Mullor's wuhlingo, and we may with good rea-
son complais af tbeir amblguity. IlAccordhng ta Ibm
onibodax slows af Iodlas Ibeologlans"I ara bis yards.
He la ton lcarned and toa vrisa ta say: - lAcconding ta
ibm views cf the autbor af the Veda; Il but ho ougbi to
bave made it clear harm and elsewbora ibat wbai hc
says af a dlaim far Divine revelallon ln tbe Vedic
bynins ta truc only of the ages of subsequant theoiogy,
and Is not truc cf ihe primoval auihors themselvcs.
The paper thon siatcu ihat the aposties hati lid a
guliness ai tbm H-oly Spinfl!s influence, enabling thons
ta vnlîa tbe New Testament. Apostolic Scrhpiure is
ihm basis and fomiedation of thm Churcli. No Councli
oven settled is canon, no Importai edIct tver promul-
gatod Il ; the atones i ofwhat befell ai tbe Nicene
Council ara 1dle tales, and va bellave them noi, for
Ibm autboriy of New Testament Scrhpîura was a liv-
lng growtb, silent, fnitfui-lanned by the breath and
strengtbened by Ibm dews af God's Spirit, and expand.
Ing lhe m s1gb: af God's love i ~qda

Dr. A. A. Hodge, Princetan, then read a paper on
"Tha Autbonly of the Holy Scnlpiura as Taught in

the Contessions af Ibm Reformed Cburches.u The fol.
lawlng are lis principal points ; The ulîlmnate auth-
ority ln whlch ail moral obligaion blnding the
wii af man crlglnaied là he Ibm i of God, boy-
aver revealcd AUl ailer grounds and sources
cf moral obligation rest ultimately upon Ibis Divine
viii, aud the mail direct, explicit, and certain
expression of that vii must overrula ail oiher pre-
sumptiva Indications ai duty vliatmven. Thz Scnlp-
turcs ai the Old and New Testaments art declared by
the Refanmed Confessionn ta be ibe very Word of
Gad la men abjectively presented ln hurmas language
to determine Il hat mian Is 10 believe concernlng God,
and wbat duty God requmes ai ima. In bath respects
alZove dlsingulshed tht autholity cf ibese sacred
Scripture Is uttimate and absolute. This absolute
aulborlty muat bc cosceded by ail TbeLsis ta tbm
actual Word of God, bowever uîtered and ascertalned.
The Identificaioan af Ibm Word cf God wMt the cau.
osical Scniptures, bath malter and ionm, la an assoit-
iaml doctine ai Ibm Refcrm Churches. AU the con-
tents cf Ibe Sciptures art sot ai tha sane diglIty on
value or interest ta us. Someof the contents are ln-
comparably subardiniate and. Incidental te tht ret.
Nevertbeless God's Word la ose, and of Divine, and
Iberefare cf equl autllily lu ail lis parts, great and
small ; and tbm authorlty silie in ail it affirmas and
in ail it commands Is due precLsely to ibm tact coin-
Mon ta every part of Scriptural Iba' Gad la speaklng,
and taus. Noniatter boy Ibm assurance la genorated,
the ulimte auihority of Ibm Scnlpiurcs resta an Ibis
ground. i la; also the doctrine ai Ibm Reformed
Church lit Scrlpture, celng Ibm anly Word ai God,
i is own interpreter and judgm af cont1roversieý, Ibat
no eccleslastlcal tradition nor cousicU, Ibat no ortho.
dox docoma ar critical scbolars possesseti af special
Lsslght or scholarshIp have asy authcnhîy mcmi the
canan, or t0 isterpret the sacred tes so as ta blnd
the faith ai ailiers The Word of God la addressed
teaail men, and il abonnd to appeui to it directly
front ail human anthonities on ail questions relaing
ta reagions falth or practice The Refonmed Con-
fessions, as a cias,. wiib the fevest exceptions, begin
tbeir lsi ai doctrines by affirmlng the inlaUibilîy and
Divine auihorlty of Ibm Scrlpiures la their opening
chaptra. The Confessions quotedlnere sill ln farce,
unmodlfied and Unrpeakd, and the vast majonlty oi
the mnembr and affice-bearers in ail Ibelr Churchos
romain tram Ibeir bearts most cheer!fuiy and cntirely
loyal ta Ibeir historical standards. The bnrmany ai
Ibm Refcrmed Confessions establshez Ibm article cf
faili Ibat Ibm Scriplures ai Ibm Old and l*ew Testa-
ments am the Word of God. The sainearticleIs the
canimon fait.h ai this Alliance

DEPUTATION FR051 rH£ WESLIWAN CONFERE>, F.

Rev. Dr. jobaston latraduced as a deputation ta
the Council on a fricndly visIt tbe followicg gentle-
men :-Rtv Charlts Garrett, ex-Presiden, Wffesloyan
Cosiforence; Dr. Coo%~ vic-Pread-nt ; Dr. McKaY,
Prosident Methodiat College, Belfast, and ailiers.

The Rev. Dr. Crook rad a coi3gueîulairy and
irndly addisss to tbm Alince fromt ^le Weslyar

Conference theon In session la Belfast Prs. Garrett
and bleKay addresý Mr thm Coushil, vben Ibm Presi-
dent acknovledged the courtesy and reciprocaied tbm
Christian -dotaaions of Ibe deputims

'Ibo Rev. Talbot W Cbambo--ç D D , New Vork,
thon rend a paper on IlBlbicxl C -1dsmn lis Proper
Functianu.0 The finst frncion cf Hlism ha ta as-
certain whaî à the Bible -that ha, of wbat wnltings il
Is composed. Wm are Pot nov ta Inquire wbethoniha
Scrlptures ara truc or flot, but whatber îlt'e ha saris
factomy evidenca ihat tbmy were acknawledged as the
Divine Word, by those wbo first reccot'ed tibem.
litre resait must lie lad ta contemporaxy T- ords ai
aIl kinds, the early versions, the wrlthngs ai apologisia,
and cîbers, the usages cf tht Christian comnmunshhos.
Ibm aliaca ofiheathen apposers, and aven the abjec
doans ai horelcs. Home Is a <air subject tor criîleism,
that ho for a minuta and patient lnqulry. No true bc-
Ilaver la afrald ai investigation. 0ur fihb, we main-
tain, dos sot ruesmllier on Ignorance or on pieludice,
but on truth. We cordlUy walconie over writing
cm inscription, every meniomial of whnîevex klnd ex-
humed front the primitive ages, and ask only that i
shail be careiuily examlned and is evidesca faitly
velghed. Havhng ascertalned Ibm casas or of vbat
vrhtings the Bible la composed, cniticlans bas the fur-
ther funictIon of settling ibm text ai thesa wilngs-:.e.
ci comlng as nearly as possible îa thet :jsissima 'uerba
of the sacrod vniugs bath ia the Old Testament and
Ibm Nov. Textual cniticismh as aleady accomplhshed
a greai vonli for tbe Christian Church. It bas ane-
cumulated a vasi store ci materiais. i bas exliumed
and claslficd manuscripis and studied and collaIed
ail the ancient versions tri wbatever tangue. Tht
paper neterred îa Ibm mlsapplication cf ibm torni
"*hlgber criticlasm.» Thon h ref=redtt bmlegitimata
sphere cf cntticlsm and thm spirit la which i should
ba pursued.

This paper vas iollowed by another on Ibm sanie
subject by Professons Lucien Gautier, P1LD., Lau-
sanse, who claimed that for Ilimological students a
knowledge af Biblical crlticismn vras absolutely noces-
sary. la Ils vltw, however, It musi hald ai nfertor
place, becauseb subjects with whtch mi deatt veoe
cbaDged, and lia place among the tbeological science,
was a secondary on.

EVOLUTION.

Rev. Gecrge Mathesthi, D D., wbo la bllnd, gave an
addreas on "The Religious B earings cf the Doctrine
of Evolution." Tîe traced Ibm Ibeory cf Evolution t0
lis carlicat Iorn ln ibm controversies beiveen ibm Crea-
tionlats and the Traducianista, wbo sought tu reduce
ail humasn lives ta the unity of a single lufe, while the
modemù Evolutlonist seeks ta neduce ail lndividual
abjects 10 the unity cf a single forai. W. are in the
presence ai malter and fonce. Farce may bo defiied
as Ibat vbich by motion lias power ta change the state
af any body, and Mr. Herbert Spencer doms nom heai-
tata ta amfrm, that ve do flot know what moves, but at
Ibm opening cf the firsi clapier af Genesla Ibm divine
agency ln the work cf creation is descnlbed as the
agency cf a force-.."tbe Spirit ai God movcd upon
Ibm face cf tbe waters.» Accondlng ta tbm Evelution
lai thora la no break In matezial nature, but vîmit Mn.
Herbent Spencer spmaks of 'an inscrutable 'once lylng
at Ibm basis oi ail Ibings, what does bo mean ? Wliy,
every siage lu tht evoluthon cf ibe wonld encloses an
unfathomablt mystery. The giving af an Irumortal
lite to man dues; not la tbm systesi of Ibm Christian
thelat involve any addition te the surn ai the universel
and net tm a nevly-created force, but from n pria
cipleof lmmonmtaiy already existlng. "'God bmeatbed,
ita mans nostrils the breath of lite, and lie became a
living seul»

The Rev. Thomas Barty, Kirlrcolmn, Scatland, accu.
pied the cbair ai the avenlng meeting.

Prafesser Blaiki gave as the apening address a sur.
'neya ofbth Presbytcnlnn Churdli, is training and noïk.

Dr. junkin read a paper os IlTht Substantial Uslty
cf tht Refornied Churches» and the sympathy fon
cadi other whlcb sliauld pervade thorm. Ht stated
tbat the Refonmtd chunebes, thaugli scattered tht
woend aver, dlvided int many distinct enganizitions,
wlith thoir 20,000occngretinss, their :8,oào miniatera,
tlhcir sitarly 3p00,coo maemb= nasd their 25,ooo.ooo
adheront, are yet one la Ibeir scriptural doctrines, ont
la their apostollc arder, ana in Ibelr Ioyalty ta infai-
lible truili and absoluta supremacy ai tbm Bible. This
substantilh.unliy dates tramt tht Reformatian

Ha vas folloed byPiafessor Marris, D.D., oi Lanc
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