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70 OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

E have just completed sending out the
PrusBYTERIAN subscriptivn accounts.
They have been made out in all eases so that
the subscriptions shall terminate with 31sT
Drcemper, 1879, This will e very wmuch
more convenient to us, and, wo Llicwe,
moure aceeptable to subseriburs  thumaclves.
It dues appenr awkward to remit a fraction of
a dollar, but as stamps are easily procured,
we trust our fricnds will remit the caact
amount required to bring their payment up te
the end of the year.

We have to thank very many for prompi
attention to our request for a remiittance, al-
though we find a’ few cases where repeated
duns scem tu have no effect, and several in-
stances where subscribers three und four years
in arredrs have remitted and asked us to dis-
continue the paper to their address.  This is
certainly nut what we expected after years of
patient waiting, but still it is much Letter
than to receive o notice through the Pust Of-
fice Department that o paper is refused, sub-
seriber left the country, or 1amnuved, without
any reference to the une, two, three v more
years for which the party is owing.  The pub-
lisher of any paper who gives credit is sure to
make the acyuaintance of several dishunest
subseribers , nur is the subsaiption list of cven
a religious papur exempt from such chameta o,

Allin arrears are respectfully requested w
make immediate remittance.  We want all
money due us, aud we want it now ! The
subseription tu T'HE PRESBYTERIAN cannot be
a heavy amount to any subseriber—ceven
. should he 'w owing for more than und year,
but the aggregate of several thousands of
them becumes a very scrivus matter tu the un-
fortunate publisher when & large number fur-
get to pay upfor several y cars. If there are any,
however, who find it incunyenient tou send us
the full amount of their indebtedness, et them
help us by a partial rewittance at onee —the
balance to be sent on at an early date.

ORTHODOXY.

I'l‘ has become too common to sucer at or-

thodoxy ns an antiquated thing. It was
well enough for our fathers, but it is no geod
for the smart people of the present day. Thero
are those who point with delight to the dis-
affected ranks of the clergy in proof that we
have entered upon better times. They boast
that the present 19 a duy of Christinn liborty,
when the fetters of eveeds and confessions are
Iyins broken on the ground. 'They point to
the day coming when oven these rusty
¢hains shall be swept out of sight.

But it is not so easy to removo these an-
cient landmarks,  The turbulent waters that
rage around the light-house may have to
retive with the cbhing tide long before
thcy can  damage its foundations.  And
s0 those who oarve seeking lo undermine
the system of truth to which genend ad-
herence is given, will soon disappear out
of «ight leaving the objrt of their attack
in bolder outline than ever it was hefore.
There ave certain great doctrines which will
prove to be eternal verities,  They are logi-
cally constructed from the seriptures. They
are bound to onc another as the links of o
chain.  They must stand or full together. But
for nught we can wee they ave likely to stand
long after their as<ailauts have passed into
oblivion,

It i evident at a glance that for the two or
thiee persons who try to turn the world up-
stde duwn with their duubts and difticultics,
the churches are massed tugether on the side
of urthuduny. It will be said that the loaves
and fishes are dependent upon this.  But why
should it be s ! There would suredy Le more
of the guod things of life given to those who
make salvation an easy matter, who deelaim
against cternal punishmezt, who are ready to
sactifice duetrines fur the saho of gratifying
mudern tastes and predilections. It cannot be
said that any large number or teachers have
shown themselves ready to give up what they
regard as the cternal principles of religion
even on the consideration that it would pay
to dv su. There is rather the oppusite fact
that, while it may ¢ven be unpupular to preach
certain ductrines, the large majority of min-
1sters stand tivtuly on such @ basts as that of the
Counfuession, ur the similar ducwinents of vther
Churches.  The attitude of the United Pres-
Ly terians of Scutland, daring the recent trial
of the Rev. David McCrac is veluable in this
connectivn.  This Church has always been
credited with liberality Luth in its interpreta-
tiwn of dugina and in he spirit in which it
asks its licentiates and .ninisters to aceept the
Counfessivn.  Lung before this it had struck
vut a chapter that was irrceuncileable with its
positivi: as & voluntary Church. It had no
scruples in doing s0. It involved a question
of liberty, and that reverent attachment to
ancient landmarks which is characteristic of
human nature, did not in this case prevent
that Church from scrupulvusly guarding its
conscience.  The United Presbyterian Church
of Scotland had Lut® recently passed the De-
clatory Act and had shewn itself singularly
careful tv accomplish this end in a constitu-
tional manner, With tho remedial measure

of this Declaratory Act, which was intended
W meke ndhesion to ti.» Confession an honest
and conscientious act on the part of ity min-
istery, this Church stood up as one man for
essentinl doctrines, when these were violently
pssniled by My, McCrae. A small minority
way composed of those who thought that tho
demand of the «ceused to bo libelled should
liave been granted.  But so far as the matter
of cternnl punishment was concerned, tho en-
tire Synod was a unit,

In this regard the United Presbyterinn
Church is butone of many. What an instructive
spectucle way that presented by the pan-Pres-
byterian Council! Nov only did it veveal the
catholicity of Presbytorianism, but it « ls
evident that the Churches of Americe aud
Europo with all their branches that connceted
them with every continent and with every
island, were one in their acceptance of the es-
sential principles of Scripture as embodied
in the Confession, That meaus that hun-
dreds of thousands of intelligent an-t pious
minds present substantinl agreement.  When
we add the consideration that the Presbyterian
standards of diflerent parts of the world, while
very varied in form and treatment, present a
pleasing harmony, it is ovidenco of the inter-
esting vesult that minds which studied.the
seriptures through different media reached the
same conclusions.  This is nothing short of
the miraculous, when we remomber how dif-
ferent the Churches of a large munber of
cuuntries are in education, in history, in lan-
guige and in polity,  Aud then the universal
Presbyterian bareh 1s but vne of the many
universal Churches.  The Episcopalian, Meth-
odist, Baptist, Independent, and even the
Ruman Catholic Churches, are united upon
essential doctrines, while differing as to the
many questions which account for the variety
of names by which they are called.

The Evangelical Alliance recently held at
Basle is a living protest against the tendency
of individuals to go off’ at a tangent from the
standards., It showed that the giants were on
the side of orthudoxy. Thoss who contend
agaunst the Confessions ars generally men of
yuick impulse, of hasty gencralization, and of
marhul prejudice. They jump at conclusions.
All with them is wrong because they feel
otherwise. A mere sentitnent carries them
away. It makes them the popular idol for the
woment, until heterodoxy is actually consid-
ered as synonymous with gemus.  Mr. Mc-
Crae is evidently a type of the class. But
not only were those who coustructed the
standards men of learning, genius and piety,
Lut in all countries the giant intellects are
soundly orthodox. A man like Christlieb
stands head and shoulders above the McCraes
of our day. Orthodoxy need never hide its
head when it is associated with such names as
Chalmers and McCheyne, or those of Spurgeon
aad Hall. Nor isit the least interesting fact of
the present moment that the Unitarian Lody
is being split by two opposite tendencics, the
one towards orthodoxy and the other to what
we may call radicalism of the worst type.
Su marked is this that many Unitarian minis-
ters are secking entrance into one or other of
the orthodox Churches, while others feel the
importance of being endorsed by a couxcil of



