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knowledgo has been immense, and the
improvement in horticulture, agriculture,
stock and farm managemont ling been as
great. ‘The study of Agricultue has
become a recoghized branch of cducation
in our Dominion as elsewhere, In
Onfario there is mn Agricultuial Collego
with Experimental Farm attached, and
there is 0 Government Stock Farm in
New Brunswick. Wo have neither of
these institutions in Nova Scotia, but
strong pressure is being brought to bear
on the Government for the introduction
into our public schools of the study of
Agriculture, and, in many respects, our
Province is not fur behind the rest of the
Doninion in agricultural matters. In
the cultivation of Fruit, particularly the
apple, this Aunapolis valley, in wlich
our lines are so pleasantly enst, is lending
the Province. ‘I'his isdue largely to the
efforts and influence of the Fruit (irow-
ers’ Association. The work of this So-
ciety has been of incalculable value to
the farmers of this valley and the
Provinee at large. Through its influence
our apples have been introduced and
taken the first place in the markets of
the world, and its efforts huve supplied
the farmers with all the best new varie-
ties, and taught them improved methods
of eulture, packing and marketing. Mem-
bers of all the Agricultural Societies in
the Proviuce are also members of this
Association, and are interested in it

Thero are now about ninety societies
in the Province, »¥*. a membership of
rather more than five thousand farmers,
and all are engaged in the good work of
improving stock, etc. No doubt our
Society has done, and is doing, her ¢have
of the work ; but it is nevertheless true
that she is not exerting that influcncs for
the improvement of the community, in
the highest sense, that she mighi and
should do; and we ouvght to enquire
into the cause of this failure and seck a
remedy. One reason, we think, why the
Society is not more prosperous and influ-
ential is, that a large number of farmers
in the District have not joined the So-
ciety and do not seem to appreciate its
advantages. Qur membership has in-
creased of late; but the farmers who are
not members of our Society probably
outnumber those who are enrolled on our
list.  There are seven societies in Ring's
County, and the membership of our
Society is one of tho smallest of the
seven, and our Legisiative Grant the
smallest. Laet year the gran' *n the
Jnion Agricultural Society, with a mem-
bership of one less than ours, was 881,43,
and ours $28.66. When the County

the County Grant to societies and to
limit the wmultiplication of socicties in
the counties. Wo should adopt some
plan to increase our meombership, so thut
wo may obtain a fair share of the Grant
to the County. How fnr the Socioty
itaclf, the officers, and we (tho Directors)
aro to blamoe for this lack of members,
is a question for us to think about aud
discuss with all earnestuess. It isapparent
to all that vhoe mnjority in the Society
take very little interest in the meetings
and business transactions.

How can we revive an interest iu the
Society, and make it more popular and
useful? In the first place, evory member
should make his personal influence as
widely felt as possible, and thereby
conduce to the prosperity und advunce-
ment of the Society. We should, also,
as a body, pay more attention to the
sociul element. ‘The dinner, for which
we are shortly to adjourn, is a step in the
right direction, and should become un
annual institution. Members are drawn
togethier around the social board as they
can be in no other way, and the specches
and discussions of various topics afford &
pleasant means of spending a few hours,
and interchanging thunghts and ideas.
And, secondly, members wighi organize
themselves into a Farmers' Club, and
hold meetings during the long winter
evenings ; and provide lectures and de-
bates on agricultural subjects ; and jour-
nals could be read, and the results of
farming operations talked about; and
social evenings spent at each other’s
houses. It would also be a good idea to
use any surplus funds of the Society for
the purchase of seeds of new varieties of
grain and roots, and distribute them
among the members. In these and muny
other ways an increased interest might be
aroused in the Society.

Your Directors hope these suggestions
may meet with your approval, and lead
to improvement and progress.

The retrospect of the past year is not
50 bright as that of some previous years
in our history. The rainy £pring of 1883
was repeated, and a wet spring in this
locality, where the soil is clayey and the
drainage deficient, meuus a late planting,
a press of work through the whole sea-
son, and a poor crop. Not only was the
spring unusually wet ; but day after day
throughout July and August ~our hottest
and dryest months—the rain fell until
the least superstitious among us began to
believe that a miny St. Swithin’s really
was followed by a forly days’ ruin, and
some people almost began to doubt the
prowmise of seed time and harvest.  Never,

Grant is divided amo:g so many socie- ¢ Within the memory of the oldest inhabi-
ties, the amount received by each is ) tant, has there been such a continuous
necessarily small, and wo .would respect | ranfall through these summer months.
fully request the Central Board to con- | Potatoes were washed out of tha ground,
tinue to urge the Government to increase | and many fields were so soft and full

of water that no loeing could 'be done,
and tho weods grow und covered the
land. The crop in those ficlds wus a
total fuilure. Tho land was cither
ploughed to kiil the wceds, or the rows
turned ovor with the plough and a fow
potatoes picked out. Some dry kuolls
were planted earliar and hoed once, and
yielded an average crop; but, on the
whole, thero wus only one-third of & crop,
and up to this duto there hus been no
demand for them. Tho only sale so fur
has een made to Caldwell & Murray,—
u thousand barrels for the Bermuda
market, « dollur « bureel.  I'wo years in
euccession the potato ciop hias proved a
failure, and fhe year when the crop was
abunduut the price wus so low that the
bulk of it was fed to the cattle and cone
verted into beef. These two yesrs of
fuilure, and the fact- thut we nuve no
market except when the erop is a failue
in the United States, shouhl teach our
farmers that the potato is no longer the
staple erop, and should be veplaced by
some other.  In our opinion the farmers
in this valley should turn their attention
to fruit of all kinds, and stock mising.
Therp is no doubt that Wen years hence
this Garden of Novu Scotin will be trily
a garden in an orchurd from end to end
—from the Aunapolis Basin on the west
to the Avon on the east, and tlie profits
from the frnit will far exceed that from
all other-sonrces. The man-who has the
foresight and pluck to go into orcharding
and swall fruit will, as surely if-not as
speedily, make a fortune, as those who
are planting orange groves in Florida,
and be free from the chills add fever
while he is doing it. Such a scason as
the past brings out sharply the disad-
vantages of undmined or badly dreined
land-—an average crop on kuclls, a total
failure on*flat, wet fields. Farmers who
have money to spare will reap a larger
profit from it sunk in underdrains on
their farms, than notes and mcertgages
will yield them at six per cent, Tiles
can now be obtuined at 2 moderats price,
and if a plan of survey was made and a
system of underdmining begun, the de-
crease in labor aud increass in crop would
soon pay the expense. There were many
fears that the hay crop would also-bea
fuilure, and all that wae cut in season
was badly damaged, and, on some mea.
dows and jutervales and along the banks
of rivers, hay was floated away or partly
covered with water, but there was an
average crop on the dykes, which, with
the straw, will provide plenty of fodder
for the stock, The most of the .haying
was done the Jast week in. August.and
first of September. The hay was. well

-dried then, but too,old, for good- fodder.
_When. the Timothy seed sifts. off, .the

stalks and weeds are too_hard . and wiry
to be easily. digested. .We think, as 2




