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grounds, to attack thc doctrines wbicli he has accepted as the standard of bis
faith, and1 vhicb hie bas engaged to teach to the fiocks entrusted to his spiri-
tual oversigbt. Any condition short of this wvould lead to universal confusion.
If a minister of any Chiurchi is assailed by doubts, and îvho has not at some
time hiad doubts tbrust upon bis mind on topics whose full significance cani
be grasped only by the Omnniscient, is it not clearly his duty to consuit wvith
any of bis brethren in whom hie hias confidence, to ponder these doubts in
his mmnd, to carry thern to the tbrone of C race ; but until his mind is fairly
muade up, to refrain frori disturbing the minds of others, and shaking their
confidence ? If from these doubts hie attains a clearer vision of the ti'utb of
the doctrines, of wlîose truth lie lias been uncertain, with wliat renewed power
lie cati appeal to the tremhling believer, agitated and uncertain as to the
grounds of bis faitli. If lus doubts are confiri11 ýd, if after having used every
means appointed, after liaving- agonized over the questions îvbich. bave engaged
]lis iiîind and hecart, 1' is couivinced that lie is r1ghft, then lie is bound in con-
science to do whlat e-eems riglit to him in the siglît of God, no matter what the
consequences.

Hýis Mr. M-acdon-nell done ail he oughlt to have done? 'Ne are constrained
to say froiîî bis own words that lie lias not; that hie bas, witbout prep aration
and witlî a raslîness that is inexcusable, rushed in o the unc.alled-for utte rance
of wlîat cati neither be called views nor convictions, but simply fioating doubts,
shadowy hopes, springing froni good-natuired luenevoletuce, but so far as can
be seeuî, not founded on reason and the Testiniony of God's Word. But bave
bis co-presbyters acted a brotlîerly part ? The evidence is strongly ag'ýinst
sucu a supposition. Mr. Macdonnell acknowvledged lus belief iii tbe Confes-
sion of Faith, but cberisbed a hope that it miglit please God at some future
tinue to extend blis niercy to tbe unredcerned. " I anm satisfied,- lie says, " that
it is not a part of the message îvith whichi I arn entrusted as a nuinister of the
Gospel, to hold out aîuy hope of future pardon to tiiose wvlo have in thîis life
rejected Cbrist. ' No%' is the accepted time;' wvhat God nîay do hiereafter is
apparently flot anion" tie things revealed, or intended to be kcnown." But
tbe coninuittee to whon wvas referred the statenuent, a part of whici *we bave
quoted, seenîs to have been determîilied to leave Mr. Macdonnell no rooru
for rcpentanîce. Hle wvas " sev'erely catechîised," bis answers were to the satis-
faction of the coniittee; thien lie wvas "lîotly pressed," anid like any other
higb-spirited young mnan. lie appears to have resented the spirit sliown by bis
new bretlîren anîd answered in sucli a way as to put hiro in tlîeir powver.

In preiparaticii for ]lis deposition, the leading nuenbers of lus congregation
bave, it is st-ited, taken opinion of Counsel as to their position, and wlîether tbey
cani hold the Churcli and retain Mr.' Macdonnell as tlueir pastor. If the UJnion
Acts are valid and l)inding, it is difficuit to understaud the opinion given)
whiclî is, "Tuat if the congregation determnine to support their clergyman in
bis course, lie cati keep the Churcb, and cannot be removed from the pastor-


