
AND CANADIAN EVANGELIST.

bis wives and ministeps. He was
taught that it was unfitting that a de-
scendant of the gods shouid mingle in
»erdinaiy earthly affaits. The adminis-
tration of the governmient was leit tni
the Shagun. In theory, the Mikado
was still the source of ail autbority,
but the Shogun wielded ail poNver.
The Mikado lived in Kyoto ; the
Shogun lived in Yedo. Sornetimes
the Shogun was deait with as was the
Mikado. Ail poiv'er was taken (rom
hini and was exercised by his chici re-
tainers. At such lime~s the governinient
was a triple one. But a Shogun was
not a son of the gods, and could bc
displaced by a successfui general of
another clan. This happencd several
limes. There grew up around the
Shogunate a feudal systcmn. The land
was divided by the Shogun arnong his
followvers. By so doing, he bound
theni to bis house. The feudal barons
govcrncd their own provinces. They
assessed and collected taxes, made
roads and bridges, promoted education,
punished crime, enfoyced contracis.
In Japan there is no such thing as a
ernaniting [lim the capital. Below
these tcudal barons were the .Samuria.
They wtie the fighting class. flelowv
these again were the farmers, artisans
and merch2nts.

japan was "the land of the gods."
Other peoples were barbarians, rind
the sacred soit must flot be polluted
with their presence. This could not
continue. China and California being
opened t0 irade, Japan, lying between,
must be opened also. There must be
ports into which ships could go in a
storm, and into which they could go
for coal and provisions in time of
rîeed. The shipwvrecked must be cared
for. The opening of Japan becar-ne a
necessity. Commodore Pr±rry visited
japan Iin 1853. He bore a letter from
President Fillimore to the Emperor.
He had four ships in bis squadron.
Sucb a force hall neyer been seen in
japanese waters. The officiaIs wanted
him to leave,- but he would flot tilI lie
had executed bis commission. He
iras determined toi exhaust every peact-
fut rcsouice before resorting to coercive
measures. A japanese writer says that
it wras lortunate that japan wvas
flot brought int cont:act with the
worid carlier than it iras. Had il been,
it might have fared as did 'Mexico and
Peru. He regards Perry as ane of the
greatest friends of humanity the earth
bas ever scen. Unlike Cartes and
Pizirro and Clive, lie wvokc up a bermit
nation without waunding ils p:ide.
The îrext, yeir Perry returned for an
answcr t0 thc President's letter. The
upsbot Jf this expedition %vas that a
trealy ar peace and atiîiy betireen the

two nations %vas formied. Two ports
w. re opened for trade ; coal and prov-
isions irere t0 be futnished Amierican
ships irben they ner-ded them ; the
shipwrecked wcre to be cared for; and
consuls or agenis of the United States
irere to be allowed to seule in Japan.
The empire being opened to our nation,
it must open ils gatcs to ail. In deal.
ingwith the foreigners the right of the
Shogun to make treaties iras called in
question. The conservatives gathered
about the
TUhe blame
foreigners a

Diet. He declares war, makes peace
and cotîcludes hreaties. He and bis
successors shai ie in an unhrokcn
line for eternai ages. The suffrage is
bascd on piopetty and flot on mari-
hood. This disenfranchises the bulk
of the natior. But, making ail dcduc-
tions and abatements, it must be con-
ccdcd that a newv day has dawned in
J apan. And, as revolutions never go
backward, wc miay féel sure thnt whnt
has been accomplislied is only an

Mikado in Kyoto. earnest af what is to coule.
admitting the bateri Toxvo.
naaking treaties îuth A Significant Denarture.
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