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received at the hiands of lier glorious
apostle. Whien St. Patricl< reacheci
lrelaîîd ini tie 5tli. century so great
wvas his zeal that it broughit the Irishi
people to embrace the True Faith,
whvlîi gainecl ground so rapidly that
%vith the ''sucldeî ripeniess of a north-
cmn Suninier it at once covered a
whole land." To the glory and per-
nianency of Ireland's Faith, then
Gentlemniî, do 1 aslz you to join ne in
a toast. "

Mr. Ross Murphy sang "T[le Dear
Little Sharnrock,"ý after wic Mr.
Hianley delivered his reply.

"We arc~ here assenîbled to-day,"
lie said, ''to do lionor to tlîe nieniory
of the patron saint of Erin. It is,
there'ore, nîiost higlyl fitting tliat the
toast to which 1 have been called Lipofl
to respold, slîould have foutid a place
on our list ; aild. tiiose of us w~ho are
of Irish cescetît have raisecl oui-
grlasses with nmore than ordiiiary exi-
thusiasiiî to dr;ink to the glories of
lreland's Faitli. For dlead, indeed, is
the soul of any mil with a single
dIrop of lnislh blood coursiîig tliroucili
his 'reins, w~ho is îîot fillld %vitlî seni-
tinuexits of the inost exultant ad-
nmirationi bv the niiere nmention of the
faith of his forefathersý, and wh'lo does
îlot îvisli for the eloquexice of a
Demostheiies tlîat lie niigiît tlîunider
lorth to tlîe admirnîg %vorlcl, the
wondrous praises due to thie sons of
1-niiii's Isle, for- haviîîg so long, so
faitlîfullv and s0 arcluouslv clung to
ilie beautiful and ennobling creecl
prieaicliedi to tiien by Patrick. 1Ire-

l~u~ faith is certainly a sutiject
worthy of the clearest mni, and inost
-ilted tongue that ever graced this
Ivtrld of ours.

Fifteen hîundred years ago the
glorious saint whose nîenory mwe cele-
br-ate to-day entered 1 Upon lus apostolic
mission. aînong tlîe pagani clanis
îwiich then overran flic huIs anid dales
of Ireland. How~ great was his
-iiccess, w~e ail kn-ow wvell. With high
v'xt usiasnî the nioble race %'elconîed
lii to tlîeir niidst, and N%,Ieîî tliey
lio-ird the beautifuil trutlis falngwith
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soft and simple eloquence froni Ilis
inspired lips, the>, iivnmiediately re-
jecteci their paganl deities ; xvarrior
chiefs as wveII as tender inaids flockced
to his standard, earnestly requesting
that they too should be enrolled as
soldiers under the bannter of that faith
whiclî they have ever silice treasured
tlîrough wveal andi %oe, as sometlîing
dearer than their lives. ln anl in-
creclibly short time the îvhole island
wvas evangelized. So burning, indeed,
wvas the ardor wvith which the Irish
people wvelcoîiiecl the religion of the
truc and onily God, tlîat it lias been
wvell said ''It looked as if 1 relanc* %vas
going to Cease to be a nation and
become a chutrchi." Nor xvas this ail
ephierneral ardor, like a fire of paper
or of stra\%w, flaslîing inito a nionientary
glow to relapse into cleeper gioom.
[t lasted toir several centuries ; it wvas
still iii full flame at the time of
St. Columiba, nmore tlîan twvo liundred
y'ears after Patrick; it grewv into a
vast conflagration iii the seventh and
eighth cenituries, wh'len rnany rushied
forth froni that burning island of the
blest, to sprend the sacred fire arnong
the sister niations. For wlîile Europe
during the seventh, eighth and nînth
centuries w~as in total darkness, Ireland
alone baskied in the lighit of science,
wvhose lustre, siiînii in lier numierous
schools, attracted thither by its br;ig-ht-
iless, the youth of aIl nations, wvhorn1
shie receive.l with an unbomnded
grenerosity. Not content xvith this,
she sent forth lier learnied and hioly
nieîî to spread the lighit abroad and
dispel the thick darkness, to establishi
seats of religion and learning as
focuses whience should radiate the
lighit of truth on a îvorld buried ini
barbarismii. Is it any wvo der, then,
tlîat Jreland wvas loolced iîpoîî as a
great and gylorious land, and tlîat the
otlier counitries of Europe, behiolding
and adniiring the lustre of le-arning
and sanctity w'hich siione forth from
tUec holy Isle, United ini conferring uipon
lier the prouclest title ever yet giveni
to a landi or to a people-' Thelslanid of
Saints and Sciiolars ?"


