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BOOKS A1ND TILLNVGS.

R. Johnson mnust have been
in one of bis unusually
snorty nioods, wlîen hie
adîfeec ht bae oora

s'dféec t akos nenia
Sman reads first, than %Yhat

leg bie pits inte his breeches
~' first. Read anything five

lieurs a day, and you ilh
beconie learned." Pcmor '- Bczzy " alone
could tell us the full nheaning cf this
dognia, îe., lie alone could say with whiat
peculiar scale ef grunits and puifs, etc., it
was delivered, and Bozzy, like the bero hie
worshipped, bias long since ceased te take
cognizance of Ilbooks and things," but
we ingerers on the scene cf action, are
reaseîiably excusable if we (Io stop and
ask curselves, in these days cf over-
wheliiiing appliances, bewîildering te-
sources, cf ceaseless; publications-how
manv of these millions cf books can 1

catalogues, as to what wè -.hall take eut cf
ail these fascinating productions? It miay
flot beexactly aniatter cf much moment
w-%ith us as te which ones we shahl take
fîrst, but which cnes shall we take at
ail? So little leisure have the most for-
tunate of us, and se really wortby ôf our
attention are so mariy cf the bright new
things-sorne of the wiseacres may cut
the knot by ignoring these toe. That is
too much wisdom, (I iean toe niuch
lack of îvisdomi,) for the mind nhust
unbend, and he is a wise physician who
Iprescribes books instead cf puis and pew-
ders and tonics. What more delighif ut
and efficacious tonîc than soine *of the
books that some doctors have nîentiened
te ibeir patients, whose malady was the
noîv alnîost universal one of brain worry
and nerve exhaustion ?

failýiarize myseif withl ? We can't -read 1 don't know 1)0w it may strike the
themn al], that's sure, thoughi we have ail patient <?) reader of these jottings5, but it
sorts of inventions for condensing labor. strikes mie, that we have every reason to
And if you please, D)r. Johnson, considei- congratulate ourselves on wbat I may
ing we are flot iii dangereus proximity te safely cali «'signs of the times,"-g"ood
each other, 1 beg to state that now-a-days signs. of good tinies. What's the use of
it does malter what books 1 read first. growing green by dint of miorbid denun-
l'ni flot speaking of books of scientific ciation of our tirnes? Does flot the good
study, nor of books of moral and Ss prevail even in this much abused age?
thetic instruction, but of the books that leni flot verging on anything like the years
corne under the head of Lizkrature as the carved on Methuselah's tombstone, stili
word is generally urderstood to'day. Iess ani 1 waxing anywhere near an ap-

* *~ * * * proachi te, Solomons sapience. Vet, since

Everybody reaids theni, which is the l 'ni living in an tige where free speech is
sane a saingeveyboy radsnovlsallowed everyone, I do nssert there is

sar reasosayîng plausrlebo readrs OVe- much te checer one on to the culture of op-
fort ren to ve plusbe no rtuhe stale- timisrn. Have we flot ail been relieved

sophical novel ? the theologfical ? the by what we have heard of '%dress reformi
political ?the scientific ? Indeed liven't ZDvnîog ecn' a nc rwa

we egu 1 SUniie hi is about thl we have scen yct faith couieth by
we egn e urnis tathearing,*-) we are full of hiope for the near

wve hand ne more of these!1 Then there's future, ,and is it net a hicalîlîy indication
the rubbishi te bc grandly ignored ; f t bat molasses lias superseded syrup
course, the novel 1 mean, wvitb a Ilhigbly on our breakfast menu ? that bread
suinulatirig cover!» ahid butter are mnore fashionable than cak-

* * * *and crcami wimh our tea? But let me con-
Our 1Zmbrrzsdi Choix- does flot con- fine nîyself to books, leaving Ilthings ' for

cern thiese, but it really does bother us anotber nmoment cf inspiration (?) WVho
when wc scati the rcar pages, ie., the is then se wvickcdly conteairj, as te refuse
editorial pages cf our bcst toned aa-an entlîusiastic. recognition of such pleas-
zincs and rcviews, to say nothing of the tînt recreative books as 1F. Xnstey's '< Vice
"Book, Buycr," and sinîiar attractive Versa," bis " Fallen Idol,»-or sonie cf
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