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LEBSON XXV.
IIAOtAI ANI) YECIIARIAH

I-aWgl and Z-clîariah were conitcmpulrary

proplîcîs,' who appeared in Jeruesalern a few
vearsafater the return front the captivity, and
together urged the peuple to, rebuild the
temple, Ezra 5: :1. On the firit return tihe
peuple had repaired tue founidations and set
up the alter, but partly ueing ta intriguesul
the Samaritans lut the Persian court, and
partly owing to their own preorcopatiîm
with other tîtings, the wurk was etoppedl,
aîîd nutlîing dune for about sixteen yeare.
The two proplîrt% stirred the people tip to
freph activity, and within about four veare
the building was contpleted.

HAoÀi-Of llaggai's personal hisery we
knuw notliing with any certainity. Tiiere le
a Jewish tradition that he was one of thàote
who hiad been carried away in the captivity,
and so0 at tis tinte would be a very old itani,
aniong those wlto are demeribedl ii Ezra 3:-
12, 13 as weeping at the reniembrance of thte
finit temple, wlten the founidatiuîîa of the
second were laid.

Haggai's recorded propheciest are conllned
to tue one subject and coneist uf four short
diecourses, delivered within a few weeks of
each other. Ilis discoursea are simple and
easily understood. He goes straight tu the
point, and there can be îîo mistaklng hie
practical purpoee.

ZECHAIA-The collection of propliecies
bearing Zechîariahi's naine extende te four-
teen chapters. The first eiglit citaptera relate
tuothe rebuilding of tue temple, like those cf
Haggai, but, wbile beginning at the saine
Urne, continue over a period of two yeara,
front tlie second ta tue fourth year cf Darius.
Unlike Haggaï's discourees, thuse of 7ech-
ariabh, lnurnglng the rebuildlug, are highly

synîbolical, being a series of eight visions,
the mignificaîît features of which are pointed
ont to the prophet by an angel. TheY are
ail iîîtended, in different ways, to encourage
the people to action.

The remaining cimaptere (9 tu 14) preemt
iuaîv difficîtities. Tlîey fail into two groupe
witlî separate beadings (dis. 9 : 1; 12: 1,
but withont anv prophet's naine. Hence,
îuany have supposed that tlîey are really
twu short anonymous prophetic writings,
which have been erroneously attributedl ta
Zeclîariah, simply because tlîey follow hi.
iipcourees in the collection of the Minor

Propîtets. They bear no resemblance tu
Zechariah's visions ii the first part of the
book, and ent te relate ta an altogether
different period of Jewish history. To coin-
plete the uncertainty, a quotation le made
f roma one of these prophecleB (eh. 11: 12, 13)
in Matt. 27: 9, and i. there attributed tu
Jereiuiah. Some would tiierefore place one
or both collections about the tinte of Jere-
iniah, before the captivity. Others wonld
put theni from one ta two hundred years
later dien Zecharih's time. The allusions
are confusing. and the problemi of their cri-
gin ia as yet unaolved.

'LUBSON XXVI.
Jo1 ;. AND MALACHI

JuEL-Of Joel nothing je known, except
that lie wus the son of Pethuel, of whom w.
have no notice elsewhere. Joel'a prophecy
wsa calledl forth by a plague of locues accom-
panitid by drought, which cauaed the severest
diatresa throughout the land. [n viewcf the
situation, the prophet exhorta the people to
proclaim a fust and to supplicate the Lord
for relief. The prophet regarda the prevail.
ing calamlty au a symbol of the approschlng
"Day of the Lord," which will hoe more

M -


