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light for tho littlo crustaceans that went
frisking about inquisitively among tho
deop-sea  vegotation, and incautiously
frolickod themselves into tho grasp of the
oxpectant tontacles, Or, tired of reposo
in ono apot, what a curious sight it must
Lo to aco theso shelled things pumping
the wator through their siphons, and:
jerking thomeclves at caoh equirt baock-
ward?  Although the naturalist las
found out many of their scorets, tho
wholo story of the nautilus’ lifo has novor
boen told, sinco living spocimens have
boon very fow and far betwoen. Tho
sholls are common enough, for whon the
crabs or lobsters havo caten the tonants,
thoir residoncoes, no longer anchored, float
up to tho surface, and the tido washes
thom on to rock and bosoh.  Associatod
with them in fiction and fanoy, though
separated from them by many specics of
nature, is the buge tridaona, the shell in
which tho Greeks toll us Venna, the fonm

Lorn, was found floating, and known to
collectors ns “the gigantic clam.” It
hiolds a nea-snail that weighsa often twenty
pounds, itsolf weighing fivo hundred
woight, and hias hinges of such strength
that without battering it to picces the
man who onco got his Land gripped
within it would have no chavee of oxtri.
cating himsolf, The tritons, too, a superb
family of sholl-fish, are familiar in old
world myth as tho trumpots which the
courtiers who surronnded King Neptune
10 Ins voyages ased to blow to lot the sea
folk know that his Majesty was coming,

and to summon the mermen and the mer-
maids to pay ther homago to the monarch

of the waves. They are still used, these
largo conches, as the war horns of savage
tnibes; and waird and wild are tho sounds
that como wailing over tho water as the
battle canoes shoot out from the bank in
pussuit of cnemy or victim.

The fountain shell, again, with its rosy

lining, whut a beautifal object it is, and
how it conjurcs up to the ming tho poss-

1ble loveliness of thoso sandy plamns and |

valloys, down, deop-down, at the bottom
of the soa, whore thoso and other ocean
jowels liu soatterod doubtless in endless
multitude. As tho material npon which
m¢ st camoos aro ¢ut, this fountain shell
is, in ils fragments, familiar onough in
Europe, whilo in other countries tha sav-

agos delight in it, cutting bracolcta out of ;

it and grinding pioces down into beads,or
shapiug others into arrow and harpoon

ologant ‘**olives,” with their arlistic
blending of tints, tho Janthanis, with its
violot bucs, and the apple ebolls that

1havo ns strangoe tenacity of lifo as tho

“rose of Jericho;” tho whipping top
sholls with their wondrous front door
lids, tho chiton that rolls itself up hikoan
armadillo and looks as indigestible as
possiblo when nnything threatens to cat
it; tho soa baro that stains tho watler
purple to hidoe ilsolf from pursuers, and
tho univalvos that take their popular
namos from ¢ho objects thoy scom to ro-
somblo, ** bubble,” and *‘umbrella,” and
‘'watering pot.” Then again, tho cowries,
admired all the world over for their bold
coloring as tho handsomost of shells,
spotted or blofchod, and barred like
loopards and tiger cats; and the pecton
and scallop family paintod as beautifully
as any flowers, nud as brilliant wheu laid
out in numbers togother a8 a parterro of
pansics. Or for puro beauty wkat is thero
to excol somo of tho cockles, or mussels,
the surpnssing isocardia, or tha lantern
shells ¢ For delieatoness of marking and
intricato ingonuity of design, the wings of
butterflics and mothis will hardly compare
with somo of theso works of the sca
snails, while for fragile delicacy wha' can
oxcel the papor nautilue ? Then thero
exist somo thin fairy bubble textures
that ou tho water scem to bo only water
aud light thomselves, and taken up in
tho hiand fll tho mind with astonishment
that fabrios so frail would ever have
borne tho washing of the waves or suf
ficed for the homo of a living animal.
Yet thoy nro not all so innocently fragile,
10 helploss in their loveliness,. The mug-
ilug, for instance, started like its relatives
the **augors” in being a respeotable suail,
hiving propetly in a curly shell, but by
and by it doveloped an appetite for coral
inseots, and set to work (o bore through
the block, always taking care, the fastidi-
ious wrotch, to keep so ncar the surface
that it was sure of its tiny viclims being
“all alive.” The pholas, too, that man-
agos with a tongue of velvst to drill
throngh solid rock, and the dactylus,
apparently as unfitted for such & life as
can bo imagined, that perforates stone,
and the teredo navalis, which makes lace
of woodwork aud reduces a plank to tho
appearanco of a pieco of wasp’s ncst.
Many others, agam, aro remarkablo,
apart from thoirbeauty, for their products;
for instance, thio ocolossal byssus, that

hoads. Thaon there aro the lovely couo , throws out russes of silk so fine and strong
holls, tho graceful spires, the exquisite, {in fiber thatit can bo worked up into

arlicles of olothing, aud the musscls,
which if left undisturbed, will weavo
orumhling masoury togother by filling all
the crovices with tho curious bunches of
son thrend.  Abova all, howaver, ought
probably to Lo ranked thoso sholl fish
that give man food, and, thongh these are
legion, thoy are but fow, the periwinkle
and cocklo, scallop, whelk, mussel and
oyster, that aro obtainable in any quantity
to mako the consumption of rommercisl
importance and of all theso tho oyster
doserves tho prominenco it has obtained.
Naturo has given it but a poor shell to
look at. Itis very wonderful, no doubt,
the lifo of the oyster, as intorpreted for
us by such oxport decipherors of natural
scorots as & Sowerby or a Woodward, or
a8 ploasantly translated by a Buokland or
n Gosso; but when all its labors aro ended,
and tho mature bivalve lics awaiting its
destiny tho shell in which the dawty
moraol is ensconced is not much to look
at. It has, thorefore, been somehow the
fashion to poke fun at the vyster. Yetno
ono should forget how splendidly it tri-
umphs oven in such a contest of rival
boauties as tho shell world offers, when
tho rough ribbed riud is forced open and
that wonder of the sca is disclosed to view,
tho pearl. DBy itself it sufficos to fill the
oconn with an exquisite mystery, aud
through all ages has delighted the fancy
of mau., Such, most imperfectly sug
gested, 18 tho world of marvels, of daty
color, and of fascinating clegance in which
the conchulogist carries on his studies. -
London Telegraph,

“PALMING” CQOINS.

«That is a 20 cent piece,” said a con-
ductor on a streot oar, this morning. to
an old gentleman who had just handed
him a pieco of money for his fare. As
ho spoke tho conductor returned the coin.
To tho passenger's astonishment it was
a 20-cent pieco.

+* Why," said he, “I am suro I gave
you a quarter.”

*Li00k at 1t," said the conduotor.

The old gentleman pat on his eye-
glasses and examined it critically.

«You're right,” said he, *Then take
out a nickel and you will owe me 15

"cents instead of 20.”

‘Tho conductor returned 16 cents, and
the old gentleman said: ¢ Well I Welly
1 dox't know how ihat hapwened. I
could have sworn I gave him a qusrier.”

A man with a fall brown beard aud a




