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THE TRADER.
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our manufactures, which wonld effect our
revenue tery materially, and consoquontly
wo thought it desirablo to ask Parlinmont
to reduco our duty on tobneco made from
foroign loaf from 20 to 12 conts, and from
Canadian leaf from 8to 2 conts; and as tho
awmount, obtained from Canadinn tobaccos
is small, wo proposo to make tho rules
and rogulations such as will bo acceptable
to thoso who aro intorested in that par-
ticular industry.”

The above oxtract is intorosting as
shewing what o paternal intorost our
Financo Minister takes in ‘obacco and
snuff faclorios, and speaks strongly for
his kindnoss of heart, if not for his
soundnoss of head. That there is tho
slighost dangor of our tobacco factories
being closed up on account of smuggled
tobacco flooding this market wo do not
for one momeont belisve, but Mr. Tilley
had to givo sormo roason for reducing tho
exciso duty on tobacco and snuff, and tho
abovo nonsensical ono was probably bet.
tor than none. o stated last month
that tobacco was of little value compared
with its bulk, and therefore not a likely
article to bo a favorite comwodity for
smugglers. As a rale these individuals
prefer artioles of small bulk and much
value in proferenco to such goods as
tobacoo, sugar and cheap groceries. It
the Minister of Financo's logic is good for
tobacco how much better it would be for
jowelry, a trado that everyono knows, who
understands anything about it at all, that
is having its vitals eaton out by this very
orimo of smuggling, a crimo called into
oxistonco very much by tho action of the
prosent Minislor of Finance, and kept
alive almost entiroly by his obstinacy in
refusing to make the ohange desired by
tho trade. A box of tobacco woighing
about ten pownds, and worth say ton
dollars, if it was smuggled in could only
net tho smuggler a gain of say threo dol-
lars, the amonnt of the duty that the
Govornmant would lovy on that particn-
lar quantity of tho article. A parcel of
jowelry howsver of the same bulk, and
little or no more woight, and just as
casily smagglod, wounld bo worth at loast
ono thousand dollars if plated, aod two
thousand dellars if gold goods. Og these
goods tho duty would bo from two hua.
drod to four hundred dollars, as the case
wight be, and this amounnt would ropre-
sont tho gain the smuggler would stand
to mako if ho carried tho oporation sne.
cessfully through. Now does any snne
pereon for one moment think that poople

will attowpt to smuggle such goods as
tobacoo through in ordor to save a paltry
throo dollars, whon thoy can with no
moro risk turn their attention to goods
which aro much moro easily manipulated
and gain by the samo-offorts from two to
four hundred dollars. Tho Financo Min-
istor would have peoplo beliove that
swmugglers pursue thoir calling for the
love of it. Wao certainly think this would
bo #he caso i thoy go in for smuggling
tobaccos and such like goods in preference
to jowalry.

As a rule peoplo smuggle to make
monoy. The higher the duty and the less
bulky tho goods the bettor it pays, and
vice versa. Smugglere are not fools—they
can gaugo the risk more agcurately than
outsiders, and the gains equally as ncoun-
ratoly. To say, as our Financo Minister
virtually does, that these surewd law-
breakers will kanowingly smuggle such
goods as tobacco in preference to jewelry
is, to say tho loast, the veriest nonsenco.
If Sir Loonard Tilley's argument is tona-
blo at all, and the tobacco trade is in the
slightest dogree endangored by smag-
ling, how much more forcibly do all his
arguments apply to the jewelry trade,

Tho jowelry trade is not only threat-
cned by smuggling, but is almost ruined
by it. It isnotimaginary evil that may
be reasonably looked forward to, but a
prosent and incontrovertable fact. J ewelry
smuggling eoxists not beoause of the
‘‘grace of God,” but by the *graco of
our Ministor of Finance,” for by re-
fusing to lower the present high rate of
duty on these goods, he makes it worth
their while to pursue their dangerons
trade.

While not a silent partner in thair busi-
ness, he is decidedly an accessory before
the fact, for it is entirely by his refusing to
lower tho duty that they are enabled to
make monoy by smuggling.

Wo suppose that we should be thank-
ful for small favors in the direction we
have indicated above. Last yoar it was
slock springs on which the duty was
reduced, this year it is procious stones
unset, unout thoy are admitted freo, cut
they have to pay ten per cent. instead of
twonty as formerly,

Probably the Financo Minister fancied
that the jewelry trade would not bo able
to sland a sudden reduction and congs.
quent protection from smuggling all
along tho line at onse, and therefore
rosolved to give it to them in bhomaopathio

doses, if 30 hie has succeeded admirably, |

—

If not, the soomer he awakes to the
absurdity of his position and grants the
trado tho mensure of roliof it is entitled
to, tho bottor for tho prospocts of tko
jowolry business in this country. Ag
mattors stand at prosent probably not
more than ono-half of the jowolry brought
into Canada pays duty. Of Americay
goods this is notoriously the caso, and gs
our jowelry maunfactures are Prinoipally
imitations of American goods, the pre-
sont twonty per cent. tariff is worso thay
none at all,

If Sir Leonard Tilloy would just
substituto jowelry for tobacco and snuff
in the oxiract we have made from hjs
budget speach and tariff revision (leaviug
out the part whero it stated that thero
would bo a considerable loss to tho
revenuc) he would not only state a bus;.
ness fnet, but afford relief to a branch of
businoss that has for years suffered moro
than any other from tho injustice of the
present tariff,

ENGLISH vs, AMERICAN PATENTS,

Probably no country in the world is so
fruitful of inveuntions as the United States
of America. Not that we think that the
American peoplo as a whole are any
better or any smarter than other nations,
but that their patent laws are so framed
a3 fo make it worth while to protect even
tho smallest inventions or improvements.
In Eugland it costs about $775.00 to get
out a patent, while in the United States
tho same thing is effected for the trifling
sum of about $85.00. The result of such a
terrible disorepancy hasbeen to discourage
the patenting in England of all but great

:ations that represent large sums of
money, while- in the States the effect has
been to stimulate the invention, and in-
trodnce numberless small contrivances
for bousehold convenionco, in addition to
the more important inventions. More
over the Inglish inventor, even after
paying the exorbitant sum demanded
by the English patent laws, has still to
take the patent at his own risk, and
should it be found to bo worthless: owing
to errors of description, or from the thing
itself not being patontable, the fess can.
not bo retarned.

We understand that the Bociety of
Arls is trying to get tho English patent
law amended g0 as to bring them on a
lovel with the Americans in this respeot,

and if this is done we are Justly safe in
predicting that very soon it will be found




